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PREFACE
Informationispartoflifeanditisoftensaidthatanyonewhoisnotinformedwillbe
deformed.Today,weareinagenerationofoverloadedinformation;wegetinformation
atthetipsofourfingerswithoutnecessarilygoingthroughtheconventionalmedia
houses.Mostofthesepiecesofinformationaresharedbydifferentsourcesboth
verifiablesandunverifiables.

Consequently,almosteverydickandharryhasturnedintoadaylightjournalistwithout
necessarilypassingthroughtherigorsofjournalism trainingandthishasposedalotof
challengestojournalism asaprofession.Thisisaslapinthefaceoftheprofessionand
ithastobechallengedonewayortheother.

Fakenewsisgraduallybecominganorm inthisgeneration,peoplesharemisleading
pieceofinformationbecausetheyaremisinformedandasaresultoftheirgullibilityand
blindnesstorealities.Disinformationisnowtrending,thepeddlerssitatthecomfortof
theirroomsandpassinformationacrosstothepeopleviaanymeanspossibleand
withinaveryshortperiod,suchinformationbecomesthe“talkofthetown”.

FakeNewshascausedalotofdamageswhichaffectoursociallives,politics,religion,
ethnicity,homesetc.Havingrealizethedamagesandnegativeeffectsoffakenewsin
oursociety,itisimportanttowageabsolutewaragainstthemenaceinordertocurbits
spreadandmentallyalertthepeopleglobally.

Thisanthologyisaglobalbookwrittenbyoversixty(60)writersacrossfourteen(14)
countries.Itissectionalizedintothreecategorieswhichare:SectionI:Essays/Articles,
SectionII:PoemsandSectionIII:Interviews.Thesethreesectionscontainviewsof
differentauthorsandrequiresyourattentiontogetthemessageindetail.Ihopeyouare
abletocomeoutchangedandreformedafterreadingthroughthepagesofthisbook,it
reallyworthyourtimeandwillalertyoutowhatyoushouldknow anddobeforeyou
spreadnews.

Sincereappreciationtoallthewritersandourintervieweesfortheircooperationand
contributions,withoutthem thiswouldnothavebeenasuccessstory.

Kudostoourteam ofEditorialBoard:AbdulahiAbayomiAbdulraheem,XolaniNtuli,
NishantVaidya,OlonadeOnaolapoandMusaToyeebalsosincereappreciationtoour
mediateam:DrPreethaC.,ErikanmiPeter,AjileyeOlaoye,SodiqOpeyemiIyandaand
AdesigbinAhmed.IalsoappreciatethesupportofHamzatAbdulRasheed,Olayiwola
Abdulqoyyum andAminatMomohfortheirinputaswellasmywifeOlaitanAbiola
Lateefatthankyouallforthesupport.

LuqmanAlawode
Initiator/Editor-in-Chief
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SOCIALMEDIAANDFAKENEWS
BYLUQMANALAWODE  NIGERIA

Sincethelate20thcentury,mediahasbeengrowingataveryfastrate,unlikeinthe
pastwhenconventionalmediawhichcomprisesofradio,televisionandnewspapers
weretheonlyavailablemeansofgettinginformationandpassinginformationacrossto
thepeople.Thishadbeenthecaseuntilthelatetwentiethcentury,uptoearlytwenty
firstcentury,whenthetechnologicaladvancementshiftedhumanattentionfrom older
meanstoanewermeans,thatis,socialmedia.

Whileonecannotdisputethefactthattheoldform ofpassingandreceivinginformation
(radio,televisionandnewspapers)were/arenotperfectsourcesofinformation,they
weremoregenuine,credibleandaccurate,comparedtowhatwehavetodayasaresult
oftheuseofsocialmedia.Socialmediahas,since,turnedtooneofthemajorsources
ofinformationandnewsmakingsinceitsintroduction,eventheconventionalmediaare
employing the servicesofthisdevelopmentin orderto reach outto theirtarget
audience.Thisisactuallynotabadidea,sinceinformationcanbecirculatedeasilyand
peoplecanbeinformedimmediatelywithoutnecessarilywaitingtillthefollowingday
whenthenewspaperswillbereadyorthenexttimetocastnewsonradioortelevision.

Consideringtheadvancementintechnologyonewillboldlysaythattheworldhas
advancedandanothermeansofcommunicationand/orpassinginformation,whichis
easierthanusual,hasbeendiscovered.Itactuallysoundsandlooksgreatinthis
modern day of technologicaladvancementwhere people can have access to
informationattheirfingertip.Unfortunately,thisdoesnotonlygivebirthtoformalFAKE
NEWSbutalsomovedtheexistingfakenewsunderoldfashiontothenextlevel.

Succinctlyput,thewordsocialreferstointeractionbetweenpeoplewhilemediameans
waysofcommunicatingwithpeople.Thiscouldbenewspapers(forreaders),radio(for
listeners),television(forviewers)andthelatetwentiethcenturybornemode“internet”
whichisnowthemostwidelyuse.

Socialmedia arecomputermediated technologiesthatfacilitatethecreation and
sharingofinformation,ideas,careerinterestandotherformsofexpressionviavirtual
communitiesandnetworks(Wikipedia).

Whenwetalkofsocialmedia,whatimmediatelycomestothemindofmajority,isthe
use offacebook,whatsapp,twitter,instagram,linkedin etc to make new friends,
connectwitholdfriends,sharefeelings,publicizeachievements,flauntprogressesand
otherpersonalthingsthatonemaywishtobringtotheknowledgeoffriendsand
associateswhoareprobablyatadistance.However,socialmediahasgraduatedfrom
whatitusedtobeorwhatitseemedtobe,toamoreadvancedwayofindirectly
controllingthemindofthepeople.Thishappensmostlywhenthepoliticalclassdecides
toturnittoatool.Forexample,inademocraticsettings;socialmediaisapowerfultool
thatmaybeemployedbypoliticianstopilottheirfakenewsinform ofpropaganda
againsttheiropponents.
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Propagandahasbeeninexistencesincetimeimmemorialbutwiththeuseofsocial
medialiketwitter,facebooketc,propaganda(fakenews)spreadsfasteronsocial
mediathanitusedtobewithconventionalwaysofnewsmaking,andthismakesit
easierforpeddlerstocirculatefakeinformationasfastaspossible.Unfortunately,we
nowliveinagenerationofpeoplewitheducationbutwithoutintelligence.Peoplenow
takeinformationhook,lineandsinkerwithoutthinkingof“whatifs” 

Whatifthenewsisnotgenuine?
Whatifitismanipulative?
Whatifitistotarnishotherpeople’simage?
Whatifitistodivertattention?
Whatifitssourceisdamaged?

Thesekeyquestionsarenolongerasked,andtomakeitworst,everybodywantstobe
thefirsttohaveinformation.Consequently,theyspreadinformationasreceivedwithout
asecondthought.Forinstance,in2019,therewasanewsmakingroundinNigeria.I
alsoreceivedthenewsthroughmysocialmediaplatform -thenewsstatedthatDonald
Trump(thePresidentofUnitedStatesifAmerica)releasedthenamesofprominent
Nigeriapoliticianswholootedthenation’swealth. Thebroadcastmentionedthenames,
theamountlootedandeventhebankwherethelootedfundswerekeptabroad.This
newsnearlycausedsocialunrestasthecitizensfelttheyhavebeenduped.Alas!The
saidnewswastotallyfakewithnoiotaoftruth.Thisisjustoneofthemanypropaganda
circulatedwiththeaideofsocialmedia.  

Onemaywishtoask,isthereawayorwaysofidentifyingfakenewsorseparating
fakesnewsfrom genuinenews.Theanswerto thisisyes.Onecandifferentiate
betweenboth,byemployingthesesimplemethods:

1.Whatpurposeisthenewsouttoserve?:Thisisthefirstquestiontoaskonceany
newsisreceived,eitherbreakingnewsorjustthenormalnewsthatcomesatinterval.
Askyourself:'whatisthepurposeofthisnews?'

2.Whereisitcomingfrom?:Thesourceofnewsyoureceiveisveryimportant.So,
beforeyoutakeittoheart,checkthesource.Sometimes,somemessageswillcome
quotingacertaingovernmentagencyorusinggovernmentlogo,thatisnotenoughto
substantiatesuchnews.Doyourselfafavourofcheckingthroughofficialwebsiteor
waittillitisofficiallyreported.

3.Commonsense:thisiswheremostpeoplegetitwrong.Applicationofcommon
senseiskeyatdetectingfakenews.Donotjustfallfornewsbecauseitsoundsgood,
mocksyourenemyorfeedsyoursentiment.Applyyoursense,andletgoofsentiment.

Finally,fakenewsisamenacethathaseatendeepintooursystem.Itisverydifficultto
identify,becausewenolongerpayattentiontodetail.Weareratherquicktospread.
Everyreasonablehumanbeingshouldbecautiousofwhathereadsandshares.
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THEUNDERRATEDPANDEMIC
CEDRICKIRAKOZE BURUNDI

Thenovelcoronavirusperiodhasshowntheworldmanyotherthingsthatpeoplebarely
kneworjustignored.Amongotherthings,anotherpandemicwhichhasbeenunderrated
wasunveiled:Fakenews.Unfortunately,thisdisease,nottreatedinlabsormedical
room,wasnotthatverymuchknown.Dueto theglobalpandemic,hiscompany,
infodemic,alsospreadaroundtheworld.Somepeoplecametotakeitmoreseriously,
atleast,notjustinsomepartsoftheworld.Thereis,therefore,asharedresponsibility
tofeedtheworldwithhealthyinformation.

Avirusunveiledhiselderkin
Somewarsdon’tgetenoughattentionuntilwhenthosewhocrydoitlouder,louder
enoughtogettoeveryone’searsintheremotemilieus.Isitalwaysbecausethefights
arelessworryingthattheydon’tgetenoughattention?Notnecessarily.Oftentimes,we
needthewindtointensifytheturbinetofinallyrealizethatitwasthere.From Wuhan,a
cityintheHubeiprovinceofChina,anew virusoutbreakwasannouncedanditlater
spreadallovertheworldandafterlessthan6months,itisalmosteverywhereinthe
world.TheworldHealthOrganizationlaterdeclareditaglobalhealththreat.

Theworldorderwasshaken
Somanythingshavechangedinasoshorttimethroughouttheglobe.Mostcountries
haveshutdownmanybusinesseswhichmadesomegreateconomiesshrink.Others
haveclosedtheirairportsandborders.Schoolshavebeenclosedandwherepossible,
peoplehaveoptedfortheonlinelearningsystem.However,digitallearningisnota
globalsolution.How willmillionsofstudentsinthedevelopingworldorinremote
places where facilities like high-speed internet, electricity, and technological
infrastructureaccessisimpossible,asitisinthecities?
Noone,atleastasportfollower,canignorehowtheworldofsportshasbeenaffected.
Stadiumsareclosedandnowthatsomecountriestrytoallowtheirchampionshipsto
resume,strictmeasureshavebeentaken.Nofansonthepitches.Strangeenough,but
bettersincepeoplewillbeabletositinfrontoftheirTVsetsandenjoytheirM10’sand
Cr7’sincrediblefootballskills.Healthfirst,businessandentertainmentafter.Wecanall
agreethatsafetyandgoodhealthareofutmostimportance.Right!

Fakenewsgotattention
Butwhatabouttheotherpandemicwebarelyhearabout?Iam nottryingtoclaim its
noveltybecauseitwastherealongtimeago.Theseeminglypandemicthateveryoneis
worriedaboutisjustunveilingtheunderratedone:FakeNews.Thelatterkillsaswell.It
hasbeenkillingbeforeCOVID-19,itiskillingnowandmakingthenovelvirusworse.Not
talkingbecausetheongoingglobalhealthcrisis,butwecanallagreethatverifiedand
rightnewsissoexpensivetofindnow becausemuchcheapaccesstonewssharing
thatbecameavailabletoeveryoneevenwithouttherightqualificationandgoodwillto
usethatforthebenefitofthecommunity.Duetotherapidspreadoffalseinformation
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amidstthecoronavirusera,theUnitedNationsputthe"infodemic"andthecybercrimein
thesamebasket.

Fact-checkingshoweditsworth
Duringthispandemictime,alotoffalsehoodshavebeencirculating.Assomeof
thesescamsarepreparedandsophisticatedthatnoteveryonecanknowtheyarenot
true,aneedforfact-checkinganddatajournalism grew faster.TheworldHealth
OrganizationDirectorGeneralannouncedthatwe’renotjustfightingthepandemic,but
aninfodemic.Wesawsomanyofthemade-upstoriesbeingdebunkedandthiseffort
saveslivesthatwereatrisk.Maybewe’veheardofpopularrumorslikegingerand
garliccanhealthevirus,‘theviruscannotsurvivethehotweather’,‘takingahighdose
ofchloroquine medication can protect’,‘PresidentPutin has revealed a WHO
conspiracyagainstAfricanpeople’,‘theUSandChinabribedPresidentRajoelinato
poisontheCOVID-Organics’,youthimmunity,andmanymore.Averybigshoutoutto
fact-checkerswhowereabletodebunkthem andsavelives

Thisdigitalagehasmadepeople'sliveseasierandcheaper,butalsodangerousatthe
sametime.Theuseofsocialmediaandonlineresourceofinformationcanbea
uniquebridgetoinformationinaveryshorttimeandtoabignumberofindividuals.
However,itissadthatsomepeoplehavingfinancialabilitiesdon’thavetherequired
technicalexperienceorwilltoresearchandspreadinformationbasedonfactsand
contributing to the community level decision making. My experience in
communications to an international and intercultural level taught me that
disinformationcanbeworsethanignoranceandtheabsenceofinformation.Thereis,
therefore,aglobalurgetofightmisinformationtogetherorweshallallbearthe
consequences.

Thereisapricetopay
Therearesomeactionsthatpeoplecantaketofightagainstthespreadoffakenews.
Whilenoteveryoneisspreadingit,notdoingsomethingaboutitdoesn’thelpmuch
either.Peoplefeedingtheirsocialmediashouldnotabusethefactthatsharingisnot
monitoredandintensifythisvagueofrumorsdestroyingtheworld.Double-checking
thesourceofinformationandgettingadeepinvestigationonthetrustedsourcescan
helpalot.Incaseofdoubt,lettingitdowniswiser.Anotheractionisthateveryone
shouldgetthemselvesbusywithanecessarywork.Nooneshouldwatchpassively
becausedoingsomethingbadmaybeclosertonotdoinganythingatallwhileyou
watcheviltakingplace.Peopleshouldcheckdataandbefact-drivenwhiletheyshare
whattheydidn’tauthorthemselves.

Stayingindoorsorbeingrestrictedtomassgatheringarebecomingnewnorms.This
timeshouldbetakenseriouslyandusedaswiselyaspossible.Insteadofspending
hourssharingunverifiednews,onecantakesometimetothink.Thinkingtimeisone
ofthetreasuresthataredisappearing.Peoplegetoverwhelmedwithalotofthings
goingonaroundthem andforgetabouttheirselves.Thisisthebestopportunitytosit
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downandtryitout.Aftertakingcareofourfamilies,gettingaqualitytimewithoneself
isadeal.Thelonelytimeshouldincludetimeforreadingmorebooks,watchingand
listeningtomoreeducativerecordings,morespiritualexercise,andpickingupanew
languageoraskillthatmayaddsomevaluetowhatwewillbedoingafterthis
pandemic period.This is a time everyone should getoutofitstronger,more
performant,andwiser.

Socialmediafacilitiesshould bewellexploited to benefitthesociety.Whilethe
informationwassofarawayandhardtoaccessdecadesago,nowadays’peoplehave
achancelivinganinternetera.Socialanddigitalmediacandobetterandavailthe
newsfastertoinformationconsumers.Weshouldnotabusethefactthatonecansit
onhissofaathomeandshareinformationthatwillsoonbewatchedbymillionsand
gettoolazytodocumentandmakesomeinvestigationontheveracityofthepieceof
informationwewanttoshare.Doingso,itwouldhelpthecommunitiesaccesssome
vitalinformationthatiscredibleinafasterandcheaperway.

Allinall,thecoronaviruspandemiclitacandlebeforeus.Wehadfakenewsandso
muchmisinformationgoingonwithoutseeingitdirectlyandindirectlyhavingglobal
negativeimpactonhumanlives.Now thatweknow how dangerousitcanbe,let’s
encouragefact-basedjournalism andshareinformationonlywhenthesourcesare
trustworthy.Gettingourselvesbusywiththingsthatmattercanalsopreventusfrom
sharingandconsumingunverifiedinformation.Theworldshouldbealertandact
togetherfightingagainstfakenewsasitiswhenitcometoterrorism,poverty,health
crisesbecauseitwasproventhatrumorscanalsotakepeople’slives.Wedeservea
worldwhereinformationisatthesametimehealthy,cheaply,andconstructive.
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NIGERIAANDFAKENEWS
BYRIDWANOLANREWAJUADEDEJI NIGERIA

Fakenewsconstitutesanon-negligiblemenaceinthecontemporaryworld.Itisan
ubiquitousthreattoallracesoftheworld:betheyAfricans, Europeans,Asiansor
Americans.Mycountry,Nigeria—arguablythemostpopulatedblacknationintheworld
withawhoppingpopulationofabout180millionpeopleandaconstituentofAfrica—is
grosslyaffectedbythescourgeoffakenews(morethananycountryoftheworld).
Reason(s)forwhichIpromisetoaddressinthesubsequentparagraphsofthisarticle

“Fakenews”asanexpandingphrase,whichfrom thedefinitiveangle,referstoanynews
item thatisneithergenuinenorauthenticdisseminatedonpurposetomanipulatethe
mindsofthegeneralpublic.Thisshouldnothoweverbeconfusedwiththeword
“misinformation”whichmoreoftenthannotisnotdeliberateandcirculatedoutoflack
ofproperknowledge.Fakenews,byextension,mayalsoincludethepracticeofyellow
journalism whichbeforetheinceptionofsocialmediahadbeeninprintonlytobe
perpetuatedfurtherbysocialmediatoawiderandglobalaudience.

Nigeria,before its amalgamation into a conglomerate ofkingdoms,chiefdoms,
caliphatesandemirates,andpreciselybeforeandduringthestayofEuropeans,hadits
peculiarwaysofcommunication.Theseincludebutnotlimitedto smokesignals,
whistling,gunshots,symbolicmessages,towncryinganddrum beating.Thesewere
channelsforconveyinginformationwhentheneedarose.Inallhonesty,thesystem had
nobasisforfakenewssincenoonewouldjustwakeuponedayandweavean
appealing basketofliesforpublicconsumptionknowing wellthattheywould be
severelypunishediffoundout.Thisinview,arationalquestionthatpopsupinone's
mindandseeksaresponseis:“howdidNigeriabecomeanepicentreoffakenews?”

WhileImaynothavetodelveintothehistoryofmodernjournalism inNigeria,itisworth
highlightingthattherewere(andstillare)severalnewscensorboardsinthecountry
fosteredwiththeresponsibilityofcheckingfortheauthenticityofnewsitems.These
boardsalsoregulatethenewstransmissiononpaperpublicationsandbroadcastmedia.
However,thevastworldofsocialmediaandallitslibertiesseem tohaveeludedand
driven these media regulators to the edge.The dissemination ofnews on this
incorporealminiatureofourworldappearstobeoutoftheircontrol.Thebackwardness
ofNigeriainthesphereoftechnologyanditsreservedconsumertitleinaworldof
advancingtechnologydoesnothelpmatterseither.

So,thedisseminationoffakenewsboilsdowntothesocialmediawhereeveryoneisa
potentialjournalist.Inotherwords,thesocialmediahasbecomeafecundgroundfor
fakenewsandtheirunscrupulousbearers.There,anyonecanreportanythingwithout
restraint.That,perhaps,explainswhytheplatform isabusedbymanyNigerianusers.

Noteworthily,fakenewsislesstaxingtocomeabout.Someonesomewherewithinthe
wallsoftheirroom canjustdecidetocookastoryofadeadpresidentandasupposed
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faceliftSudanesereplacement. Theycanpromptthepublicofa70yearoldpresident's
marriagetoaverymuchyoungergirlinphotoshoppedpictures.Theycaneffortlessly
writefalsestoriestobesharedonsometraffic-seekingblogsandlatertossedaround
thewallsofFacebookandWhatsApp.Someill-intentionedpersonmaydigupanold
videoofasoldierharassingciviliansonlytogiveitcurrencyandprovokepeopleintoa
bitterhatredofthesecurityinstitution.ItisunderstandablethatNigeriansdonotjoke
withanymoneymakingopportunitiesneitheraretheyinsensitiveto religiousand
politicalmatters.Therefore,thecirculationoffakestoriesisallservingtothebothends.

However,moredisturbingisitspercolationintoWhatsApp—everysevenoutoftennews
itemssharedbyone'scontactsareunverifiedorunverifiable—IstandtobecorrectedifI
am overstating.There'snodenyingthemanipulativeholdfakenewshasontheNigerian
society.Ithastransformedunsuspectingcitizensinto misinformedfirebrandsand
guarddown,thecountrymayhavetocontendwithproblemsfrom itscitizenrywhich
mayincludeanuprising.

Thus,measures should be putin place by the governmentand well-meaning
stakeholders in curtailing the spread offake news.The generalpublic should be
educatedaboutmarkersoffakenewsandsensitizedontheharmfuleffectofsharing
unverifiedorunverifiablenewsonsocialmedia.Citizenryshouldinparticularlookoutto
genuine sources fornews on sensitive matters.Governmentshould also impose
sensiblesanctionstodeterpeoplefrom concoctingstoriesorsharingforwidespread
unconfirmednewsconspiredbyunscrupulouspeople.

Thefightagainstfakenewsisafightforall.Togetherwecanandwillstem thetideof
fakenews.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
BYMANZUMAMAHMUDALHAJI NIGERIA

Fakenewshasbeenabigproblem.globally.whichisyettobefullycontrolledby
stoppingit.

WHATISFAKENEWS?

Fake news means the way by which individualorgroup ofpeople deliberately
disseminatefalseinformationandtherebymisleadingthepublic.

Fakenewsisaform ofnewsconsistingofdeliberatedisinformationspreadvialocalor
onlinesocialmedia.Thisnewsiscreatedtomisinform ordeceivereaders.

SOURCESOFFAKENEWS

Socialmedia,suchasFacebook,twitter,whatappandinstagram,thatarecommonly
beingusedbypublicarethemainsourceswherepeopledroptheirfakenewsthatcan
easilydrawtheattentionofthereaderstoreactonandatthesametimeforwardand
sharetoothers,thinkingtheyarehelping,notknowingtheyaredisseminatingfalse
information.

Fakenewsspreadsthroughvariouschannels,butsocialmediaprovidesthecheapest
andfastestwaystoaccessmillionswithinsomeminutes.ThroughWhatsapp,Twitter,
Instagram andFacebook,peoplesharefakevideos,madeupquotesandfabricated
articles,madetolookliketheyarefrom authenticsources,likesoftheBBC,CNN,Al-
Jazeeraandothermediachannels.

Peoplewhohaveaccesstoallthispageswiththeirphonesandotherinternetgadgets,
passittothosewhodon'thaveaccesstotheinternetandtheybelieve,andaswell
spreadtotheirpeoplebelievingtheinformationisuseful.In2015,Nigeriahad76million
internetsubscribers,whileby2019,ithadincreasedto122million.

TheissueofFAKENEWShasbeeninexistenceforalongperiodoftime,whichweare
yetnotfindsolutionto,becauseoflackoffullmonitoringandabsenceofpunishment
fortherumourcarriers.Anindividualorgroupofpeoplecreatedawebsiteswiththe
soleaim ofmisleadingthepublicwithfalsenewsthatcan,attimes,leadtolossoflife
andproperties.Someopenanofficialpageinthenameofanorganizationorawell
popularknownperson,usingtheirnamesindroppingfakenewsforpeopletobelieve
thattheinformationisreal.

ANALYSISFROM SOCIALMEDIAANDNEWSPRINT

Belowaretheanalysisofsomefakenewsfrom socialmediaand newsprintsthathave
misledmanypeople;
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HealthmisinformationisnothingnewtoNigerians.AttheheightoftheEbolaepidemic
in2014,differentfakenewswaspassedaroundthecountry.Theseincludeanadvice
allegedlyfrom theAttaofIgala,thatbathinganddrinkingofsaltwatercouldstopyou
from contractingtheEboladiseases.Thisfalseinformationledtotwodeaths. 

Thispatternre-emergedduringtheCOVID-19outbreak.AccordingtoLagoshealth
officials,threepeoplehavebeenhospitalizedafteroverdosingonchloroquinebecause
itwasrumoured,publiclyendorsedbyUSPresidentDonaldTrump,thatthedrugcould
treatthecoronavirus,inwhichmanyhavefallenvictims,globally,ofusingchloroquine
topreventthemselvesfrom thedisease.

AnotherfakenewsisthatofthecontroversialbloggerKemiOlunloyotweetedthat
PresidentMuhammaduBuhariwassickwithapersistentcoughandthatamakeshift
ICUhadbeensetuptotreathim.Withinhours,thetweethadbeenliked3,300timesand
retweetedmorethan2,000times,allbecausenoonewasreadytofindoutthetruthof
thenewsbutratherspreaditalloverthesocialmedia.

Onthe23rdofMarch,forexample,anaudioclipemergedonWhatsAppofanalleged
WorldHealthOrganization(WHO)officialpredictingthatatleast45millionNigerians
woulddieinthepandemic.TheaudioprovokedsomuchattentionthattheNCDCissued
arebuttal.Otherso-calledexpertshaveprofferedcuressuchasconstantsexorsitting
inthesun,orhaveclaimedthatAfricanbloodisimmunetothecoronavirus.Noneof
thesehadanymedicalbasis.

Politicalapologistswhohavebeentryingtoexploitthepandemictoinfluencepublic
opinion,SupportersoftheoppositionPeople’sDemocraticParty(PDP)havesoughtto
createanarrativethatithandledtheEbolacrisisfarbetterthanthecurrentgovernment
indealingwithCOVID-19.TherecentconfirmationthatAbbaKyari,thePresident’sChief
ofStaff,testedpositivehadgiventheoppositionnew ammunition.Though,thiswas
beencomplementedwithunsubstantiatedrumoursthatventilatorshadbeenmoved
from theisolationcentreinAbujatoAsoRockforKyari’spersonaluse.

Itwentviralwhenfakenewsarebroadcastthateatingofgarlic,onionandgingercan
preventsomeonefrom catchingthecoronavirusdisease.Manyweremisledandpeople
consumedthesethingsathighrate,believingthat takingitwilltrulyprotectthem from
thedisease. 

OnApril23,2020,anotherfakenewspublishedonThePunchNewspapersstatingthat
72Nigerians,111otherAfricansinChinaweretestedpositiveforcoronavirus.A
Nigerianmanwho'sresidentinChinasawthisheadlineonThePunchNewspaperand
calledtheonlineEditortoprovehimselfwherehegotthenewsfrom.Becausehe
residesinChinaandtherewasnothinglikeanyNigeriantestedpositiveforthedisease,
buttheonlineEditorwasunabletosayanythingratherallhecouldsaywashe'sgoing
togivethemannumbertotheirreportersohecouldspeakwithhim.
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THEIMPLICATIONOFFAKENEWS

Thedisseminationoffakenewshastheimplicationsitbringstothepeoplewhichcan
causeproblem asthecasemaybe.

Withallthisthatwehavebeenhearing,peopleinthecountry,attheratewithwhichfake
newsarebeingspread,finditdifficulttobelieveanyinformationthat's beenpassed
again,beitthetruthorfalsehood.It'sveryimportantthatwefindouttherealtruthof
informationbeenpassedtousfrom therightandstrongsources,beforebelievingit,so
astobeonasaferside.

SUGGESTIONSONHOW TOERADICATEFAKENEWS

Thefollowingaresuggestedstepsthatcouldbefollowedinavertingthedissemination
offakenews:

Governmentshouldseekthehelpofthenetworkprovidersinblockinganderasing
websitesthatarefoundcreatingorspreadingfakenews.Itisveryeasyforthenetwork
providerstohaveaccesstothesewebsites,blockanddeprivethem from creatingnew
ones.

Governmentshouldsetupacommitteethatwillbeinchargeofdisciplininganyone
tracked disseminatingfakenewswithoutfindingouthowtrueitis.Thiswillinstillfearin
peoplefrom disseminatingunverifiednews.

The governmentshould ban the websites thatare notbasicallyforpress from
disseminatinganynewscontent.Anysocialmediathatisbannedfrom disseminating
informationandallow theusersoftheirsocialmediatodisseminateanyinformation
willleadtolossoflicense.Thiswillallow them toview anypostbeenpostedbythis
customersbeforeshowingittothepublic.

MedialikeTV channels,radiosandnewspapersshouldbetheprimarysourcesof
disseminating and getting any information.Any othersource thatdisseminates
informationshouldfaceagreatconsequence.

Withthecontributionsandsolutionshighlightedabove,governmentcouldbelargely
successfulinstoppingthespreadoffakenews.
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FAKENEWSARENEVERUNINTENTIONAL,ITISDELIBERATELYPRODUCED
BY:SUCHISMITAGHOSHAL INDIA
STORYTELLERSUCHISMITA

Newsisaveryimportantpartofourlives.Wecometoknowwhatishappeninginour
surroundings,inournationorevenintheworldintoday'sdateonlythroughthenews.
News holds the powerto connectthe world in a thread.The mediums used to
broadcastallthenewsareeitheronlinesocialmediaorofflinemediahouses.

Worrisomely,onebecomesconcernaboutthemisuseofthepowerofjournalism.Fake
news,widelycalledasjunknews,pseudonews,alternativefactsorhoaxnews,preach
misinformationdeliberatelytoconfuseormisleadtheviewersorreadersandcreatea
situation ofuttermayhem.The traditionalmedia portals oronline socialmedia
somehowgetengagedtodistortinformationforthepurposeoftheirpublicityorprofit.
Andeven,theyellowjournalism hasincreasedaftersocialmediahasbeenintroducedin
theworldofjournalism,topromotethenews.Itisobservablethatthemisinformation
getsonetothelimelightorpopularitymore,becausetheyaremadeofthespices
peoplewaittoeatwithoutgivingasecondthought. 

THEINTENTIONBEHINDMAKINGAFAKENEWS:
 
Fakenewsisusuallywrittenandpublishedbyanyofthemediaportalswithanintention
topromotevagueconceptionamongmasses,tomisleadorinordertodamageany
agency,othermediahouses,orperson,anypoliticalleaderorparty,togainfinancial
profitetc.Theyaremoreoftenusedinsupportofapartywhichportraysitselfasa
biased source working againstotherparties.These fake news use sensational,
dishonestorover-decoratedheadlinestoincreasereadership.Sometimes,theyarepaid
forsuchactivitiesfrom higherauthorities.

TYPESANDEXAMPLESOFFAKENEWS:

Thetypeofnewsfoundintraditionalnewsorsocialmediaorfakenewswebsiteshas
nobasis,infact,butispresentedasbeingactuallyaccurate.
Thereareapparentlyseventypesoffakenews:

1)Satireorparody:Whenthefakenewsfoolspeoplewithouttheintentiontoharm.

2)FalseConnection:Whenheadlines,visualsorcaptionsdonotmatchwiththecontent.

3)MisleadingContent:Whenthecontentofthefakenewsisusedtomisguidepeople
andtocreateanissueoranindividual.

4)FalseContext:Whenthetruenewsoragenuinecontentissharedwithafalse
contextualinformation.

5)ImposterContent:Whengenuinecontentisimitatedandsharedwithfalsesources.
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6)ManipulatedContent:Whenthegenuineinformationismanipulatedtodeceive.
7)FabricatedContent:Whenthenewsproducedcontentisfalse,designedtomislead
andfabricatedtobringperil. 

Withtheinadequatenews,therearealso3typesofinformationwefindtomisleadus:

1)Mis-information:Thefalseinformationthatiscirculatedwithoutanyintenttoharm.

2)Dis-information:Theextremelydistortedinformationthatissharedtodoharm.

3)Mal-information:Thecirculationof'genuine'informationwiththeintenttocause
harm.

Thefakenewsthatleadsthesocialmediahassomedefiniteexamples.Aspertheir
views,theyaredefinedas:

a)Clickbait:Theyarethecontentswhicharemadetoattractattentionandexcite
visitorstoclickonalinktoaparticularwebpage.

b)Propaganda:Itisonekindofanadvertisementorinformationwhichisbiasedin
natureandpromotesmisleadinginformationinordertosupportapoliticalpartyor
issueorapointofview.

c)Satire/Parody:Asatireisaform ofliteratureorperformingartsthatisusuallyusedto
holdupvices,follies,abuses,andshortcomingstoridiculeorcriticizewiththeintentof
shamingindividuals,governments,politicalparties,anyauthoritiesorsocietyforits
betterment.Theform ofsatireishumorousbuttheintentionissocialcriticism.A
parodyisingeneralanimitativeworkthatusestheskeletonorbaseofanoriginalwork
inordertoadditsowncomedicelementsthatthrivestowardseitheremphasizingthe
flawsoftheoriginalworkortrivializingit,andinsomecasesboth.

d)SloppyJournalism:Sloppymeansmessy,slushy,impreciseorincomplete.Asperthe
name,sloppyjournalism circulatesincompleteorimperfectinformationaboutthenews
content.

e)MisleadingHeadings:Amisleadingheadingoramisleadingheadlineissomething
thatisabsolutelydifferentfrom thecontentofanewsorinformation.Thedifferences
canbeeithersubtleorobvious.

f)BiasedorSlantednews:Socialmedia,beingthemajorplatform ofbiasednews,
circulatessomenewswhichsupportadefinitepartyorauthorityoranyreligionand
discriminatetheoppositiontoprovetheliabilityofitssource.Sometraditionalmedia
housesareevenpaidtospreadbiasedorslantednews.
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HOW FAKENEWSCREATEPANDEMONIUM : 

1)Fakenewscreatesconfusionamongthemasses.
2)Itprovideswronginformationandmisleadsus.
3)Itisthereasonbehindmanyunnecessarydebates.
4)Somepoliticallyinfluencednewscreatessocialmediawaramongpeople.
5)Fakenewscontainingreligiousfactscreatebiggerissuessometimes.
6)Fakenewsdistortstheauraofgenuinecontents.
7)Itdoesn'thaveanyliablecontentsinit.
8)Fakenewsisonekindofcrimeasitalsopreventsthegrowthofanation.
9)Circulatingfakenewsinordertogainpopularityproveshowmuchwearelosingour
civility.
10)Itisnodoubtathreattothecitizensofacountry.

STEPSTOBETAKENTOPREVENTTHESPREADOFFAKENEWS: 
1)Weneedtoconsiderthesourcetounderstanditspurpose.
2)Weneedtoreadbeyondtheheadlinetoknowtheentirestory.
3)Weneedtochecktheauthortochecktheirreliabilityandcredibility.
4)Weneedtoassessthesupportingsources.
5)Weneedtocheckthedateofpublicationtoproveifthestoryisproperanduptodate.
6)Weneedtoaskifitisajoketocomeintoaconclusionifthecontentisasatire.
7)Weneedtoreviewourownbiases.
8)Weneedtoaskexpertstogetconfirmationfrom anyoftheknowledgeableand
independentpeople.

CONCLUSION 
Fakenews,beitanything,isneveracceptabletoprotectthereliabilityandloyaltyofthe
broadcastmedia.The mis-information which getspread in the socialmedia are
responsibletocreateissuesandcatalysevaguethoughtsinourmind.Ourmission
shouldalwaysbetoprotestagainstthespreadoffakenews,andthisisnotajobofa
singleperson.Weallareequallyresponsibletoprotectthetransparencyofthemediato
maintainthestrengthofournation.Thisjourneywillkeepongoinguntilandunlesswe
washawayalltheinjusticeandwinthewaragainstthefakenews.Let'stakeanoathfor
atrustablenewssourceandbuildanationfreeofanymalice.
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THEFALSENEWSINTHETIMESOFTHECORONAVIRUS
MARLENEPASINI MEXICO

ItwasthemonthofFebruary2020whenIwenttoEgypttopresentmyliteraryworkand
givesomelectures;inthosedaysitwasalreadyknownthatChinawasfacinganew
epidemic,thatofthecoronavirus,alsoknownasCovid-19.IleftMexicoCityforEgypt,
passingthroughtheLondonairporttomakethelayover.Everythingseemednormal,
therewasnowarningsignregardingthecoronavirus,peoplewerenormalthrough
airports;AfterafewhoursIfinallyarrivedinCairoandmystayduringthosedayswas
wonderful,verylittlewassaidaboutthecoronavirusthen,untilitwasclosetoFebruary
20,anEgyptianfriendtoldmethatshehaddetectedthefirstcaseofcoronavirusin
EgyptalmostatthesametimeIfoundoutthatthevirus-eatingshadow wasalso
arrivinginmycountry,Mexico.

Still,noonewasawareofwhatthiswouldmeanforhumanitylateron.Eventakinga
touroftheancientruinsandarchaeologicalsites,severalhugegroupsoftouriststoured
thesiteswithoutanyconcern.OnMarch6IreturnedagaintoMexico,followingthe
samerouteandpassingthroughLondon.Butatthattimethepanoramabeganto
changeandpeoplewerealreadyseenwearingmouthcovers,however,sofartherewas
norestrictiononthepartoftheauthorities.UponarrivalinMexicoinafew days,
everythingchangeddramatically,from Chinathevirusmovedlikethewavesofthesea
towardsIran,Italy,Spainthatsawanescalationinthenumberofinfectionsanddeaths,
inafewdayshundredsofcountrieswereinfectedandthemandatoryquarantinesand
confinementsbegan,thefamouslockdown.Verysoontheonlynewsaroundtheworld
wasrelatedtothecoronavirus.

Buttogetherwith the fearofthe spread ofthe virus and the fear,despairand
uncertaintythatalreadyprevailed,anothersilentvirusalsobegantocirculatethrough
videos,memes,propagandaandothermediasources,itistheFAKENEWSvirus.Yes,
thenewsthatbringsusinformation,mainlythroughsocialnetworks,butwhichoften
hasnotruthfulbasis.Whyarewesuddenlyinvadedbyallthisnews?Withwhatintention
dotheycirculate?Andhowdoesitaffectus?Noneofthisisnewandaftereachglobal
ornationaleventthereisthemanipulationofinformation,whichisreallynothingbut
disinformation.UNESCO (The United Nations Educational,Scientific and Cultural
Organization)hadalreadybeenwarningabouttheimpactthattherapidandcontinuous
political,technological,economicandsocialtransformationhashadinrecentyears,
especially in the way in which we exchange information and especially the
contaminationcausedbysomedisinformationcampaignsthatseektomanipulatebut
aboveallcreatefear,uncertaintyandconfusion.

Manyquestionsanddoubtsreigninthesetimesofthisyear2020,ayearinwhichwe
weresurprisedatthebeginningbylargeforestfiresinAustraliaandthenthisterrible
pandemic,aneventthatashumanitywewouldneverhavethoughtwewouldlive.The
lastgreatpandemicwasbetweentheyears1918and1920,thewell-knownSpanishFlu,
todayweareonceagainfacingaworld-widehealthcrisisanditiswhenwemostneed
reallytruthfulandaccurateinformationtohelpusfindapossibilitytogetahead.Above
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all,weneedtocultivateresilienceinourselves,thatis,thecapacitywehavethrough
patience,maturity,personalstrengthtoconfrontcrisisanddifficultsituations.However,
thisabilitytoovercomecomplicatedlifeevents,inthiscaseofthecoronavirusissue
thathascompletelychangedlifeforhumanity,canbeaffectedbythebombardmentof
allthatfalseinformationthatcirculatesthroughthenetworks;socialandinternet.
Thesearemomentsofgreatfearandunknowns,theyarefertilegroundsforallthat
worldofdisinformationtoflourishandgrow perhapsbecausebehindthereareother
politicaloreconomicends.

FakeNewsmaybepromotedbypeoplewhosimplyhavenothingpositivetoshareto
others.Therefore,itisveryimportantto developourcriticalvisionandaptfora
judgmentcapableofdiscerningandcontrastingtheinformationthatcomestous,andit
isveryimportanttobeawareofthetypeofsourcefrom whichsuchinformationhas
beengeneratedsoasnottofallintodatathatcomefrom peoplewithoutjudgment.
Ontheotherhand,ifourstateofmindisnotadequatetobeabletomakethese
judgments,thebestthingisthatwestayawayforamomentfrom allthenewstowhich
weareexposedbecausetheyhinderusanddonotallow ustothinkwithamore
reflectiveandpositivemind.Thebestattitudetoconfrontthisistokeepourmind
engaged in activities such as writing,reading a good book,doing meditation,
experimentingwithourcreativeside,whetheritbepainting,singing,doingsimple
exercisesathome,cookingourfavouritedishes,spendingmoretimewithfamily,etc.
Thesetimes,despitetheemergency,crisisandallthedeaths,itisalsoawonderfultime
torethinkourlivesandproactivelythinkabouthowwewillrestoreoureconomies.Itisa
timeofchangetofindourpersonalandspiritualtranscendenceandabovealltoreflect
ashumanitywhatitisthatwewanttolivecollectivelyonthisplanetwhichisourMother
andislendingusherbodyasaplacetodevelopandevolvealongwithotheranimal
specieswhoarealsoourbrothers.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
BY:OLONADEO.A NIGERIA
 
Informationasregardcurrenteventsaregiventhroughnewsinordertoincreasethe
awarenessofpeopleinthesociety.Thisbeforenow iscarriedoutthroughtraditional
mediawhichincludeprintmedia(newspapersandmagazines)andbroadcastmedia
(televisionandradio)respectively. Overtime,withadvancementintechnologyand
globalization,informationwerepublishedanddisseminatedthroughinternetandsocial
mediaplatformssuchasTwitter,Facebook,Telegram andsoon. 

Generallyspeaking,thesignificantofNewscannotbeoveremphasized.Asidefrom
gettingthepublicinformed,italsoallowsthepeopletogainasenseofnational
perspectiveandknowledgeaboutthewayoflifeofpeople,especiallywhenthecountry
isdenselypopulatedwithdiverseethnicity. However,thesignificancetowhichnews
wascreatedhadbeenneglectedbyexcessivespreadoffakenewswhichhaddamaged
theintegrityofpeople,institutions,governmentandthecountryatlarge. 

FAKENEWSisbroadlydefinedaspseudoormisleadinginformation.Itistheactof
masqueradingorclowningthelegitimatenews. 

ETYMOLOGYORGENESISOFFAKENEWS:Thefundamentalproblem lyingbehindthe
genesisoffakenewsandwidespreadofpseudonewsisasaresultoffreedom of
expression which isone ofthe essentialfundamentalhuman rightsofnearlyall
countriesintheworld,ascriticallystatedinUniversalDeclarationofHumanRight.The
ArticleoftheAfricanCharteronHumanandPeopleRightsaswellasSection39
subsection1 ofNigeria1999 Constitution.Thisallowspeopleto freelyraiseand
expresstheiropinions,ideasandinformationinthesociety.Throughtheinventionand
introductionofmobilephonesinNigeriaandeasyaccesstointernet,therateatwhich
people freely express theiropinions,ideas and thoughts had increased without
measure. 

This gives people the opportunity to create websites and blogs and distribute
informationwithoutanystrictrestrictionbygovernmentagencies.Inlightofthis,fake
newsweregeneratedanddistributedattheexpenseoflegitimateandtruenews,dueto
thebenefitsthatshallbederivedfrom itandthepurposetowhichitwascreatedto
achieve. 

CLASSIFICATIONSOFFALSEORFAKENEWS
Propaganda
Misleadingheadline
Parody
Biasednews,amongothers

WHYISFAKENEWSSPREAD?
Newsfakedarewellexecutedandthesubjectaredesignedtointerestthereaders.Itis
inventedbyunknownindividual.Mischiefmakersoffakenewsdoitforanumberof
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purpose:
Hugemonetaryattachment,thatis,tomakemoney
Outofhatred
Forpoliticalbenefit
Toendangerabusinesscompetitor
Topromoteaparticularproduct

Note:Themostreadheadlinesattractlotsofrevenuetotheblogger.Themoreclickon
thepage,themoretheadvertisingonthepageisseenandthemorerevenueis
generatedforthepageadministrator.However,fakenewsdomoreharm thangood.It
causesanegativeimpactonworkplacebehaviour-thatis,damagingtheimageand
integrityofanindividual,governmentanditsagencies.Italsoresultsinmistrustamong
individualsandcorporatebodies.

STEPSINIDENTIFYINGFAKENEWS
Haveacriticalmindset.
Checkthesourceofthenews.
Seewhoelseisreportingthestory.
Examinetheevidence.
Checkifthecontentofthenewssoundsright.

CONCLUSION:Therighttofreedom ofexpression,likeotherfundamentalrights,isnot
absolute.Theenjoymentoffreedom ofexpressionmusttakeintoconsideration,the
rightofothercitizens,inordertoprotecttheirreputation,therebytakingthelaw of
defamationseriousbythegovernment.Socialmediashouldnotbeabusedratherbe
used responsibly.In line with this,Information should be properlyand seriously
managedbytracingIPaddressofthemischiefinordertocurbtheexcesses. 

Inaddition,FACTCHECKING UNITshouldbecreatedbyInformationBureauwhich
shouldbeunderthecontrolofMinistryofInformation,inordertomonitorandregulate
platformssuchasTwitter,Facebook,Telegram andevenWhatsApp.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
BYAKEEM ALIMI NIGERIA
AccordingtoaProfessorofMassCommunicationandMultimediaConsultant,Ralph
Akinleye,fake news is defined as a modified system ofpropaganda which has
metamorphosedintofalsehood.Hewentfurtherbysayingthoseinvolvedinspreading
fakenewsandhatespeechareInformationTraffickers.
Falseinformationphenomenon,colloquiallytermed fakenewscanbebrokeninto
DisinformationandMisinformation.Itismorepopularattheintersectionofmediaand
politicsbutin contemporarybattlesagainstviralinfectionslikeEbola,Lassa and
presentlyCovid-19,ithasbecomeamajorproblem forhealthauthorities.
Thesurgeinfakenewsoverrecentyearshasbroughtunprecedentedeffectsonthe
nationalandinternationalstages.Thishasbroughtheateddebateamongthepublic,
government,themediaand big techsregarding how bestto handlethiswaveof
misinformationanddisinformation.Eventhoughitscredibilitycannotlastbutitsomni-
presencecanandwill.
Theterm fakenewshasbeenbandiedaroundalotsincearound2016,thespreadof
falsifiedinformationisbynomeansdiminishing.Furthermore,thoseinpositionsof
influencearedoinglittletostopfakenews.

Whetheritisacaseoflookingatthewrongidentifiersoffakenews,suchasthesame
sourceratherthanthecontent,orverifyingclaimsusingbiased,outofdata,orrunun-
evidenceddata,ourpowerstostopfakenewsneedstobeupgraded.

Fakenewsisseriouslyontheprowlespeciallyinthisseasonofcoronaviruspandemic.
Tobehonest,disinformationandmisinformationinform offakenewsaresecondwar
beingfoughtasideCovid-19.Humanssharenewsthesamewaytheyshareviruses,
sometimesunknowinglyandsometimesknowingly.
ThefamoussaltbathduringEbolacrisisinNigeriaemanatedfrom atraditionalrulerin
IgalaKingdom inKogiState.Thetraditionalrulerprescribedthesolutionforhispeople
andthenewstravelledmuchfartherthanhemighthaveimagined.Attheend,two
deathswererecordedasaresultofsuchmisinformation.
Nowweareseeingtechnologyfirms,whohavefoundthemselvesastheenablersnow
becomethemediators.TheownerofFacebookandWhatsapphaspledgedtoassist
researcherswithgatheringinformationandrespondingtofakenews.Whatsapphas
beenbuildingitscapabilitytodealwithfakenewsinrecenttimes.In2018,itintroduced
the“Forwarded”label,toletusersknowamessagedidnotoriginatefrom thesender.
Recentlythisyear,ithasgonefurtherbylimitingthenumberoftimesamessagecanbe
forwarded.
Governmentsofnationstooaretryingtotackletheproblem.Exampleofsuchcanbe
seenincountrieslikeGermany,Singapore,Malaysia,Australia,SouthAfrica,European
Unionetc.
SouthAfricarecentlypassedDisasterManagementActwhichstipulatedsixmonths
prisonsentenceforthosewhospreadfakenewsaboutCovid-19.
Singaporeproposedlawslastyeartocombatonlinefakenews,underthedraftlaw;
thosewhospreadonlinefalsehoodwithmaliciousintenttoharm publicinterestcould
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facejailtermsofuptoten(10)years.
Malaysiahasintroducedlaw since2018calledAntiFakenewslaw whichstipulates
imprisonmentofuptosixyearsorfineofRM500,000($165,000).
AustraliainApril2019saidsocialmediaandwebhostingcompanieswillbefinedand
executiveswillbeimprisonedifviolentcontentisnotexpeditiouslyremoved.
GermanypassedalawinJanuary2018forsocialmediacompaniestoquicklyremove
illegalcontentsuchashatespeech,childpornography,terror-relateditemsandfalse
informationfrom theirsites.Suchsiteswillbegiven24hourstoremovethecontentor
facefineofupto50millionEuros.
EuropeanUniononApril8,2019votedonanew onlineterrorcontentremovalrules
underwhichtechfirmslikeFacebook,TwitterorGooglecouldfacefinesiftheyfailto
eliminateterrorpropagandafrom theirsitesquicklyenough.
France,RussiaallhaveAntifakenewslawsoftheirown.
Nigeriasenatewiththeintenttocurbthespreadoffakenewshasalsointroduced
SocialMediabill.Thoughnotwithoutitscontroversies,itproposesheavyfinesandjail
termsforperpetrators.

WAYSOUT
Ultimately,thefightagainstfakenewsisinourhands.Falseinformationneedsagents
togathervelocity,ifspreadofviruseslikecoronaviruscanbepreventedbysocial
distancing,thenperhapsviraldisinformationcanbegiventhesametreatment.

Disinformation and Misinformation during times ofcrisis require taking similarly
extraordinarymeasures.Nigeriansalsoneedtopracticesocialdistancingfrom their
mainsourcesoffalseinformation.Inotherwords,limittheirtrustsinclosecontacts
andinsteadplacetheirtrustsinlocalandinternationalmediaandrelevantinformation
from governmentagencies.Thoughnotblindlybecauseevenmediahousesarenot
withouttheirownblemishes.

Thefollowingmeasurescanalsobetakentocurbfakenewsspread;
Publicawarenessthroughdifferentmediaengagements,buildingpeople’scapacityin
spottingandcallingoutfakenews,disinformationandmisinformation.
Supportingtheincreasenumberoffactcheckers.
Establishingtraditionalandsocialmediamonitoringoperationstobuildharddatabased
recordsofincidentsandprofileperpetrators.
ProactiveengagementwithsocialmediacompanieslikeFacebook,Twitter,Whatsappto
designandintroducemoreeffectiveandfastactingsystemstopolicefakenews.
Supportingcapacityofthoseengagedinbuildingcounter-narrativesto fakenews,
particularlywhereitaffectstrustininstitutionsthatstillretainsamedegreesofpublic
trust
.
PEOPLEPASSINFORMATIONTHEYDONOTKNOW (ORDONOTCARE)ISFALSE
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COPYANDPASTE
BYLUQMANALAWODE NIGERIA
Theterm copyandpasteisapopularmethodofreproducingtextorotherdatafrom
oneplacetoanother.Theterm isaverypopularoneonsocialmediawhichisusedby
almosteveryactiveuser,anotherterm thatisclosetoitis“forward".Thisterm isused
insteadofcopyingatextandpastingonanotherpage,peoplerarelyusetheforwarded
buttonwhichmakesitclearthatthemessagedidnotoriginatefrom thepersonratherit
wasmovedfrom anothersourcetothepageorgroup.

Whatsapp is one ofthe mostdeveloped and keysocialmedia platforms where
interactionondailybasisiseasyandcanbeusedbyanyoneandeveryoneregardlessof
ageorsex,itdoesnotdiscriminatelocalityandnodifferencebetweentherichandthe
poor,allitrequirestousethisplatform isabrowsingphone,sim cardandinternet
connection.Aslongasalltheseareavailableanyoneregardlessofeducationallevelcan
signupandendlesslybecomeauser.

Socialmediacanberatedasoneofthekeyplatformsthatbreachthegapsbetween
humanfrom townto town,cityto city,countryto countryand evencontinentto
continents.Unlikephonecallswherechargesdifferfrom countrytocountry,onsocial
mediathesameunitofdataisconsumedregardlessofthedistance.Thisisoneofthe
mostbeautifulthingsthateverhappenedtohumanraceinthisgeneration,kudosto
technologistsforthisadvancement.

Asbrilliantastheideasofsocialmediaplatformsare,mostoftheusershavefalleninto
theerrorofcopyandpaste,byerrorofcopyandpasteinthiscontextImeanmovement
ofdatafrom onepagetoanotherandthisisoneofthemajorcontributingfactorstothe
promotionoffakenews.

Letmeatthispointpaintabeautifulscenario.

Henryisabloggerwhoseareaofspecializationistocapturenewsregardlessofits
sourcewhethergenuineornotandspreaditacrosstheworldlikefireinotherto
generateviewsandlikesonhisblog

Andrew isabusypersonbutfriendofHenry,Andrew hardlyreadlongmessageson
socialmediabecauseofthenatureofhisschedulebutasafriendofHenry,helovesto
promotehisbloggingbusinesssoheforwardswhateveremanatesfrom Henrytohis
contacts

RoyandLucasaregraduateswithoutjob,theyminglewithareaboysbutbythevirtueof
theireducationtheyreadandinterpretmostofthethingswhichareaboystakehook
lineandsinker,whereastheyalsotrustAndrew’ssourcetheybelievedthatasamanof
integrityhewouldnotmisleadthem.

Consequently,Henrywascontractedbyatopclasspoliticalgladiatortodefameanother
from thesamelocationwhom heseesasathreattohispoliticalambition.Hedidthe
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bidofhiscontractor,publisheddefamingnewsandsendtohisfriendAndrew among
others.

Andrewwhosehabitistoforwardanythingthatcomesfrom Henryforwardedthesame
messagetoRoyandLucas
RoyandLucasarejobless,theyhaveenoughtimetoreadbutaregullible,theyreadthe
defamingnews,theyweresoangrytodiscoverthroughthefakenewsthatthedefamed
politicianwasthereasontheycouldnotsecurejob,wasthereasontheirlivesare
miserableandthereasonsomeareaboysonthestreetwerekilledduringpastelections.
RoyandLucasinterpretedthenewstotheareaboysandtheboysgotangry,they
determinedtorevenge.

Lookattheabovescenario,itisjustapicturewhichIintendtopainttomakealittle
analysis ofwhatcopy and paste could do to us,imagine whatcould be the
consequence ofthe revenge byarea boys,theirfightsare notusuallyboxing or
wrestlingrathertheyfightwithbottlesandaxe,imagineintheprocessAndrew drive
aroundandstockinthemiddleoftheclashbetweenareaboysandpoliticalthugsorhis
kidsfallvictim ofthefaceoff.Directlyorindirectly,thenewswhichAndrewdidnotread
orprobablyreadbutsubscribetotheideawithoutgivenasecondthoughtcontributes
tohisdoom.

MostofusincludingyouandIareagentsofcopyandpaste,manytimesweclaim that
wespreadthenewsnotbecausewebelieveitbutbecausewewantpeopletolearn
from itwhereassuchwillnotbeindicatedatthetopofthemessagebeforeforwarding
orcopyingandpasting.Manytimespeopleforwardmessageswithoutreadingatall,as
longastheheadlinecapturetheirattentiontheyspreadinahurryandmanytimes
becausewewantpeopletoknowthatweseecertaininformationbeforethem,weare
quicktospreadwithoutverifyingitssource.

CopyandPasteareasaresultoffourkeyfactors
1. Gullibility:the categoryofpeople in this class are those withoutmind of
themselves,itdoesnotnecessarilymatterwhethertheyareeducatedorilliterate,they
takeanyinformationthatcomestheirwaywithoutasecondthoughtandsincethey
foundeverythinginterestingtheyalsocopyandpasteittootherpeople’spagethinking
thatitmayinterestthem.

2. Sentimentalism:the sentimentalists appearto be the mostdangerous and
dubiouspeopleinthiscategory,inthiseraofdemocracytheyaremostlyfoundin
politicalparties,theyareeithermembersofpoliticalpartiesorfansofpoliticalparties.
Thesesetofpeoplewithoutanyregardarefondofpostinganynewsaslongasit
tarnishestheimageoftheoppositionparties,theiraimsaretonailtheopposing
politicalpartiesatallcost.

Sentimentalistexistsnotonlyinpoliticalarenabutalsoinreligiousarea,these
peopleseestheirreligionassuperiortotheother,theybelievethatotherreligionsare
threattotheirsandasaresultofthis,theyspread(copyandpaste)whatevernewsthey
seewithoutmindingthesourceaslongasitspeaksbadoftheotherreligion.
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3. Pride:mostofthoseinthiscategoryareeducated,theironlyproblem isthatthey
alwayswanttobethefirsttoseeanynewssoasaresulttheysendnews“asedeyhot”,
onceitgetstothem,theyspreaditout,commonheadlinecanmakethesesetofpeople
forward messages forotherpeople to see them as having access to first-hand
informationbeforeitgetstoothers.

4. Laziness:thissetofpeopleseesinformation,readitanddoubtthesourcebut
aretoolazytomakefurtherenquiriesconsequentlytheyforwardsuchinformationto
otherswhilewaitingforsomeonewithfacttoeitherauthenticateordebunkthenews.

EffectsofIndiscriminatingCopyandPaste
1. Ittarnishesintegrity:Anyoneregardlessofpositionoreducationallevelifcaught
inthehabitofindiscriminatingcopyandpasteonthesocialmediaorwhereverisatrisk
oflossofintegrity.Today,Iknow ofsomeseniorcolleagueswhosemessagesIno
longeropenonsocialmedianottotalkofreadingthem,evenwhentheyhavegenuine
messages,Iwillratherprefertoreadandgettheinformationelsewhere.Thisisnot
becauseIdonotrespectthesesetofpeoplebuttheyareinthehabitofindiscriminating
copyandpasteandIhavereadsomanymessagesfrom them whichturnouttobe
totallyorpartiallyfalseandmostlytheysendirrelevancieswhichhavenocontributionto
mylife.

2. Causesconfusion:Thisisaknownfactthroughouttheworld,consideringthe
natureofsocialmediaandtheusers,onewillrealizethatsomeareouttoconfuse
others.A good example is the recentinformation thatthe new 5G byChina is
responsibleforcoronavirusworld-wide,averyreasonablepersonshouldaskseriesof
questionsinthisregardbuttomysurpriseeventheso-calledelitewereentrappedinthe
cageoftheunreasonablefabricationofliesandthosewhoseesitaspureliewere
confused.

3. Staringunrest:theultimateofindiscriminatingcopyandpasteisunrestboth
socialandpolitical

Conclusively,socialmediaisatoolthatbreachesthegapbetweenandamonghuman
race;itmakestheworldthetrueoneglobalvillagewhichmakesitpossibleforeveryone
tointeractirrespectiveofdistance.Howevertheusersaretobecautiousofhowthey
spreadinformationandmindtheuseofcopyandpaste.

Noteverythingyoureadisworthforwardingtoothers.
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FAKENEWS
OLUPONNARASHEEDATOLUWASOLAFUNMI. NIGERIA

It'snolongernewsthatoneofthethingscontributingtotheillsinthesocietyisFAKE
NEWS.Therearelotsoffactorswhichbringaboutfakenewstothesociety,affecting
bothliterateandilliteratenegatively,sowagingwaragainstfakenews,Iguesscanlimit
thespreadoffakenewsinthesociety.
   MynameisOluponnaRasheedatandinmyownwords,I'lllovetobrieflyexplain
whatIunderstandbyfakenews.Fakenewsisanunrealoranun-existingfactwhich
latertendtobecomerealaftergoingviral.Icanalsodescribeitasanun-existingvibeor
illustrationafterwhichispassedfrom peopletopeopletendstobringaboutanegative
factorinthesocietyifnotproperlycontrolled.
    Alotoffactorscanbringaboutfakenewstothesocietyoutofwhichincludes:
hatred,anger,envy,frustration,hurtemotionstomentionafew.
    AlotofthingscontributetothespreadoffakenewsbutIwouldlovetofocuson
socialmedia.
  SocialMedia:wearenow inthetwentyfirstcenturywherealotofpeoplehave
accesstointernet.Beingprovokedbyanemotionaldistresslikehatredcanpromptto
LIBEL.
  Therearelotsofwaysthroughwhichitcanbespreadduetosocialmedia.
1.Bots:thisisnotaphysicalwarebutacomputeralgorithm createdbysomeoneof
highprogrammingintelligence.Theystimulatethebehaviourofhumanbeingonsocial
mediaandinteractwiththem likenormalbeing.Throughthis,fakenewscanbespread
withoutbeingtargeting.
2.Trolls:thesearepeoplewithaccountsonsocialmedia.Theyareonsocialmediato
generatecommentsofpeopleafterwhichtheydo,spreaditonsocialmediawithoutthe
realcauseofthecomment.
3.Microtargeting:somewebsitesform cookiestohackintopeople'saccountafter
whichtheycomposesomefakenewsusingthenameofthepersonwhoseaccounthas
beenhacked.  

     Howdowedetectfakenews?
1.Considerthesource
2.Checktheauthor
3.Readbeyondwhat'sbeenposted(isitanheadlinewithadifferentnoteunderit?)
4.Checkthedate thenewswasreleased
5.Isitajoke?Somecanbeforfuneventhoughit'swrong!
   
Howcanwepreventfakenewsfrom spreading?

1.Understandwhenamessageisforwarded:somenewsdonothaveasource.Just
beingforwardedfrom apersontoanother,askforthesourcefrom thepersonwho
forwardedthemessage.
2.Checkphotosandmediacarefully.Checkiftheyarealsoreportedin adifferentsite
orisitonlyaparticularsitethatisaccessibletotheinformation?
3.Lookoutformessagesthatlookdifferent.Comparetheinformationondifferentsites.
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Somecanhaveadditionalinformationandsomemightreducefrom theinformed.
4.Verifywithothersources.
   Dangerouseffectsonfakenews
 1.Affectedgrades:fakepostsandresearchcanleadtoaffectedgrades.Eliteswill
sometimesneedtogoonlineforresearch.Anyfakepostonlinecanaffecttheirgrades
negatively.
2.Causesharm tohealthissues:somefakenewscanactuallyproveintheirwaysthat
somecertainillnesseshavebeencuredusingsomecertainkindofdrugs.Anykindof
attemptaspersaythenewscancauseharm toone'shealth.
   Iwillliketoroundoffmyessayusingthispoem below:
 Oyoufakenews
 You'renolongernews
 Butwhatyou'replantinginthemindofpeople
 Makesmethinkyoumustbepowerful
 ButhaveyouheardaboutWAR?
 Itspoilseverythingbuiltforyears
 Andyouthinkyou'regoingtosurvive?
 Sorrytimeisnotonyourside!
 Iknow...
 Youwillbespoiltbetweenatwinkleofaneye.
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FAKENEWS
BY:XOLANINTULI SOUTHAFRICA

Fakenewsreferstoasjunknews,pseudo-news,alternativefactsorhoaxnews,isa
form ofreportwhichconsistdeliberatemisinformationspreadsviatraditionalmedia
(printandbroadcast)oronlinemedia.However,digitalreportageofnewshasbought
backandincreasedtheusageoffakenews,oryellow journalism.Thenewsisthen
reverberatedinsocialmediawhichoccasionallyfindsitswaystothemainstream.

Moreso,Propagandaisacommunicationusedprimarilytoinfluenceaudienceand
furtherasender’sagenda,therelevanceoffakenewshasincreasedinpost-truth
politics.Formediaoutlets,theabilitytoattractviewerstotheirwebsitesisnecessarily
togeneratetraffic.
Fakenewsiswrittenandpublishedwithasoleintenttomislead,damageentity,orgain
financialorpoliticalsupport.Moreoftenthannot,using sensationaldishonestor
outrightfabricated headlineto increasereadership orotherwise,similarlyclickbait
storiesandheadlinesearnadvertisingrevenuesfrom thisactivity"Moneymakethe
worldgoesaround"
Thisrelatetothefactthatmoneyisthehookineverythingwhenitcomestoourmodern
environmentwehavecreatedthroughcapitalism,whichattheendwehavetomaintain
revenues,thisleadeveryonetodoanythingforprofit,"fakenews"canbealsobe
propagandawhichbecomespartofittomisleadforprivategains.Whenwespeakof
(revenue)...one have to rememberthatwe speak aboutincome received by an
organization,orbystatefrom taxis.

Publishingastorywithafalsecontentthatattractsusersbenefitsadvertisersand
improve ratings. Each access online advertisement revenue increase political
polarizationandpopularityofsocialmedia,primarilyFacebookNewsFeedshaveall
beingimplicatedinthespreadoffakenews,whichcompeteswithlegitimatenews
stories .Hostile governmentactors have also been implicated in generating and
propagatingfakenewsparticularlyduringelections.Thisprovethatonthisworldwe
havebeenliedto,oursocalled leadersaremisleaders,itisnowthatpeoplestartto
seethatpeoplecangetawaywithmurderbutinthe"Christianbible"...Jesuswarnhis
peopletoneverdowhattheyhateandnevertellliesfornothinghiddenwon'tbecome
manifestfrom Thomasgospelquotes.Thereseemstobeawarofgoodandevilinthis
worldwelivein...sameappliestotruthandthelies.

Weneed to repentand relearn on a new scriptorculturethatwillpromotethe
philosophyofbeingbettermenintermsofleadershipdevelopment.Againsomewill
prefertousewhatworksforthem despitethefactthatnothingishiddenfrom thetruth,
themoonandthesun.Wehavelostmoralsandvalues.Thebasicprinciplesoflife,the
goldenruleofancienttimethatwaspassonoraheritageis..."Dotoothersasyouwill
liketobedonetoyou"soweareblindedbythenorm that..."weneedmoneytosurvive",
youcanevenlietoyourself.Thelandisenoughforyoutoharvest,don'tforgettheten
commandments…”nevertelllies”,theyshall
kill,e.t.c.
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FAKENEWSDESTRUCTIONOFLIFE
BY:SD.NAJAHFATHIMA INDIA

Fakenewsissomethingwhichiscreatedbyfalseassumptions.Mostlytheseare
createdandspreadbypeoplewhohavepoliticalissuesorhaveanyhatredtowardsthe
particularpartypersonoranycommunity.

Themainmedium throughwhichthisissharedissocialmedia.Thismediaplatformsis
aplacewhereanykindofinformationisspreadasfastasthefirecatchesintheforest.
Peoplesharefakenewsbynotthinkingorknowingthereality.Theydon'thavetheright
knowledgeofknowingwhatisrealandwhatisfake.Thesefakenewsendupdestroying
thatparticularpersonidentity.Somemaygetthroughitbutsomemayenduptheirlives.

Whatmistakesdoweusuallymake?
■Wedon'trealizewhatisrightorwrongandjustforwardthemessages.
■Wedon'thavetherightknowledgeaboutthesubject.
■Byreadingthenewswestartjudgingwithoutthinkingfrom theirperspective.
■Theencouragementoffakenewsrisesnotbytheonewhocreatesit,butbytheone
whospreadsitbynothavingtherightknowledgeaboutit.

Whatweneedtoknow?
■Firstthingweneedtoknowiswedon'thavetherighttospreadnewswhichweare
notawareabout.
■Fakenewscansometimesendupbytakinginnocentlife.
■Fakenewsspreadshatredsandmisinformation(themainpurposeoffakenewsisto
spreadhatetowardstheparticularpersonality.Butweneedtounderstandfakenews
shouldn'tbeusedforsuchrevengefulpurposes).Peoplemaystopbelievingnews.
■Therearemanyilliteratepeoplewhorelyonnews.Theydonotknowthedifference
betweenfakeandfactualnews.Theybelieveblindlyonwhatevertheywatchorread.We
shouldn'tletthishappenitmaybeharmfulforfuturegenerations,ifthiscontinues.

Justbycreatingfakenewsyoudonotonlytakerevengebutdestroyone'scareer’slife
andhopeofliving.Atthesametimepeoplestopbelievingnewswhichmayleadto
manyunacceptableconsequences.
Theonlysourcethroughwhichwecanbeawareofwhatishappeningglobally.That
sourcewillendupbeinguselessandunacceptable.

Stopfakenews.Beforeyouforwardanynews,doknowthedifferencebetweenrealand
fake.
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FAKENEWS
BY:OLUWASEYIFUNMIO.PAUL NIGERIA

A lothasbeenwrittenconcerningthisphrase"fakenews"inseriesofarticlesand
newspapersbutyetIwouldliketoaddmyownlittleknowledgetoit.
Thisisaform ofnewsconsistingofdeliberatedisinformationorhoaxesspreadvia
traditionalnewsmedia(printandbroadcast)oronlinesocialmedia.Digitalnewslike
thishasbroughtbackandincreasedtheusageoffakenews,oryellowjournalism.

FakeNewsisalsoinformationthatcannotbeverified,withoutsources,andpossibly
untrue.
Suchnewsisoftenreverberatedasmisinformationinsocialmediabutoccasionally
findsitswaytothemainstream ofmediaaswell.Itunderminesseriousmediacoverage
andmakesitmoredifficultforjournaliststoperform theirdutiesproperlyincovering
significantnewsstories.Fakenewshasgrownfrom beingsentviaemailstoattacking
socialmedia.

Thistypeofnewsisalsoreferredtomade-upstoriesdesignedtodeceivereadersinto
clickingonlinks,maximizingtrafficandprofit,theterm hasalsoreferredtosatirical
news,whose purpose is notto mislead butratherto inform viewers and share
humorouscommentaryaboutrealnews.Accordingtoprattylibrary,Satireorcomedy
newswhichoftenbeginswithanaspectoftruththenpurposefullytwistsittocomment
onsocietyhasthepotentialtobespreadasthoughitisrealnewsbythosewhodonot
understanditshumorousnature.Ifsuchnewsisnotcurtailed,itwillcauseagreat
damagetotheimageofthesociety,community,stateoracountryasawhole.
As stated earlier,fake news can be spread byvarious means ofdisseminating
Informationviz:radio,television,newspapers,socialmedia,mouthtomouth,etc.Itisin
thelightofthisthatIwillliketosuggestthatifoneperceivedorcomeacrossnewsora
pieceofinformation,itisofnecessitytoresearch,verify,confirm,prove,findoutor
authenticatethesource(s)ofsuchnewsbeforeconsumingorspreadingthenewslike
wildfire.

Finallyletusmakesurethatwestandtogetheragainstfakenewsothatwewillnotbe
cajoledunnecessarilynorbeputinastateofpanicking,mislead,misguideorstateof
confusionratherIwilladviseweverifythesourceofanyinformationornewsbefore
consumingsuchnewshooklineandsinker.

Let'sstandandfightagainst!!!
Let'skickoutfakenews!!!
Source:Wikipedia,prattlibraryandpersonaladministration
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FAKENEWS
BY:ANSHIKA   INDIA

Nowadays,Fakenewshasbecomeatrend.Manypeoplespreaditforpublicitywhile
manypeoplespreadittoseekattentionwhileothersspreaditjustforfun.'Fakenews'
canbeinanyform.Itcanbeonsocialmediaorimportantcircularsorbussiness
meetings.Peopleshouldbeawareoftheirsurroundingsaswhatishappening,actually.
Theyjustbelieveinfakenewsandthenpanicunnecessarilywhichiswrong.Itisa
seriousissue.Peopleshouldtakeitseriousbecauseitcanleadtocasualty.

Fakenewslikeanykindofpandemonium,manypeoplewillpanicandheartattackis
commoninsuchcases.Talkingabouttoday'sgeneration,youngstersdon'thavepatient
level.Theywanteverythingverysoon.Theydon'thavethatpatiencelevelinthemselves.
Manyatimessomepeoplewhoarelesseducatedcomeinthecategoryofyoungsters
onlywhodothiseitherjustforfunortotakerevengefrom somebody.Theydointhe
heatofmomentandlaterontheyrealizethattheydidwrongbyspreadingfakenewsfor
whichtheyfeelbad. 

Fakenewscanbestoppedbytakingproperprecautionsorbythefollowingsteps:
(i)Neverbelieveanyrumourunnecessarilyjustbecausesomeonesaidtoyou;
(ii)Beforetrustinganyoneblindlyjustmakesurethattheinformationiscorrectorfrom
yourreliedsource(s);
(iii)Everystatementhaspositiveandnegativeaspectsbothinthem...justlearnto
differentiatebetweenbothofthem first;
(iv)Fakenewsaremostlyspreadbyuneducatedpeople...itcanbebecauseofany
reasonjustbealertfrom suchpeople;
(v)Socialmediahasbothpositiveandnegativeuses....justhandleitwithcare;
(vi)Incase,ifyougettrappedinsuchFakenewscase,don'tpanick...thinkwithyour
openmindyouwillfindthesolutionwithinyourselforalsoyoucantakeadvicesfrom
yourclosed&dearones.

Byfollowingtheabovesteps, atsomeextentitwillhelpyoutodealwithFakenewsor
bealertbeforegettingtrappedinsuchfakenews. 
It'srightlysaid,'Amannevergetsoldforlearning.'
Youshouldneverstoplearningnomatterhowoldyoumaybe.
©shayraanshy_
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FAKENEWS:THEPOISONOUSNEEDLE
BY:HAMZATRASHID NIGERIA
Iwoketotheringingtoneofmyphone,themorningisstillatitsinfancyandIwonder

whaturgentcallthatcouldbe.Alas!,itwasfrom mydad.

“HelloRashidgoodmorning!”withoutwaitingforanyresponseheadded”haveyou

takenyoursaltbath?”.Stillhalfunconsciousfrom theeffectofnightreading,Ijustslept

lessthanthreehoursago,studyinglateintothenight.

IopenedmyeyeswideasifIwerelisteningwiththem.Herepeatedhimselfwhenhegot

noresponsefrom me.“Haveyoutakenyoursaltbath”butnow inadeepertonethat

smellstrouble.“Saltbath?”Istammered.Heimmediatelyinstructedmetoenterthe

bathroom andtakeabathwithbrinesolution.Ifollowedsuitwithoutquestioning.Heis

mydadafterall,IcanalwaysaskquestionswhenIam done.

Igottoschooltohearotherstudentsgistaboutsaltbaths,oops!Iam notalone.Itlater

turnedoutthatthesalinebathisapreventionfortheravagingEbolavirus.

Thatlittlestoryisatalefewpeoplelikemesurvivedtotell.Manylosttheirlivessoaking

themselvesinsalt.Ailmentssuchaskidneyfailure,liverandskindamagebecame

permanentscarsonmany.

Itlaterappearedthatsomestudentscreatedajokeaboutusingsalinesolutiontobath

asapreventivemeasureagainstEbolavirusanditwassentforfunamidstthem.Later,

itbecameaninternetsensationtrendingontwitterandothersocialmediaplatforms.

Someevenwentfartorewritethehoaxtobecomemorethreateningifyoufailtobath

withsalt.

Illogicallogic

Howonearthwouldyoubathwithsalt?Ourbodysystem constantlyremovessaltfrom

ourbloodstream intheform ofsweatandurinebuttodefyalllogic,somestillwent

ahead to perform thisdeadlyact.“Ebolavirusisalso illogical”wastherelogical

explanation

Thisisjustoneofthemanyhoaxesoutthere.Everyoneisturningajournalistspreading

newswithsuchpowerfultoolslikeFacebookandtwitteratourfingertips.

RecentSouthAfricaxenophobiaisstillfreshinmemory,withinseconds,relatedand

unrelatedvideosstartedflyingaround.VideosofviolencethathappenedinIndiaand

otherpartsoftheworld,inasmuchasitisviolentitbecamesensational.Government

andNEWSmediaspentlotsoftimedisregardingrealityfrom fakenews.
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Norightthinkingmanwouldsupporttheinsaneattacks,butmanyhaveconsumedtoo

manynervewrackingnews.Theywishedtheywereneveraliveatthistimeintheworld

Beforeyoucreatethehook

Fakenewsislikeafishhook,butwithbothsidessharp.Whenyouwanttosenda

message,youhavetogetaholisticunderstandingofthesituation,halfreportingisalso

fakenews.Ifyouarenotacertifiedreporter,refrainfrom sendingnewstothepublic.

Rather,usetheiWitnessplatformsofNEWSmediaoutlet.Sharewiththem toensure

thoroughverificationandauthentication.Youfoundamandeadinthewell,andyou

sharedthevideowiththecaptionthatamancommittedsuicide.Meanwhile,theman

wasdrunkandfellunconsciousinthewell.

Beforeyousharethehook

Asveryemotionalbeings,wehavethetendencytocare,protectandaboveallbeseenas

superheroes.Whenyougetholdofanyarticle,itisatyourbestinterestandtheinterestofthe

publictoconfirm andverifyfirst.Donotshareinhaste.Ifitissourgenttoshare,sharewith

someonewhocanverifyfirst.

Youneedtounderstandwhothesenderis,whyishesendingitandwhatpurposedoesitserve.

Itmightnotnecessarilylead to lossoflifebutemotionaltraumaand stigma.Thescar

sometimes,thealmightypoweroftimemightnotheal.

Coronatimerequirescorollarymeasures

Peoplearetense,theimpactofcoronavirusisonecuttoodeep.Peopleandbusinessareleftin

theabyss.Whilesomebusinessesareonthedownwardtrendsomearegettingsuper.Among

thegainersinthisperiodisSocialmediaplatforms,theyhaveseenincreasedusageand

interactionwiththeirwebsandapps.YouTubedeclaredmorewatchtimethanever,Facebook,

twitter,TikTok,Instagram etc.haveseendramaticincreaseintheirusage.Whatdoesthistell

you?

Peoplenow havehugeaccesstoinformation.Theinternethasshrunktheworldtoaglobal

village,informationfrom thetopofmountaineverestcangettothehunterinthedeepamazon

forestwithinseconds.Thiscallsforextracare,especiallywiththeadventofvariousimage

editingtools.YoucanbeaPresidentoftheUnitedStatesfrom yourroom andplaceyourself

sweatingonthecoldmountaineverest.Nothingseemsimpossible.

Youwouldneedaneagleeyetoseethroughtheneedletohandpickthegenuineinformation

from fakenews.

Staysafeandavoidthehook
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TOPIC:FAKENEWSANDITSDANGERS
NAME:OLANREWAJUABDULAFISO. NIGERIA
SHARK'S.
 
ImagineIcametellingyouthatyourbelovedmotherhasbeentestedpositiveforthe
deadlyvirusCOVID'19.Youarethetypethat'sveryfarfrom herandtherebycannotbe
sosurewhetheram beingtruthfulornot.Allofasudden,changesstartedtooccurin
you.Younoticedyou'renottherealversionofyourselfanylonger.Gradually,youare
beingclassifiedasa'livingdead',thereasonbeing;forthefactthatyourdistantlocation
givesyoulittleornoaccessattimestocommunicatewithyourmum.Thensuddenly,
yourealizeyoucan'tfunctionproperlybecauseofthebondyousharewithyourmum,
youcan'tjustaffordtoletanythingbadhappentoher,youthenthoughtjoiningherwill
bethebestoption.COMMITTINGSUICIDEwastheonlywayyoudecided.Luckilyforyou,
yourpostedletterwasdeliveredtoyourmom ontime,andshecalmlyandquickly
repliedyousayingtoGodbetheglory,she'sallgoodandhealthy.             

Atfirst,I'm verysureyou'llhatetherestofme.Thenasidefrom you,Imighthave
influencedotherswiththesamephenomenon'FAKENEWS',keepingthelivesand
safetyofpeopleatriskandendangeringthesociety.

FAKENEWSmayresultintoHATESPEECH,whichinfacthasplayedamajorrolein
mostofAFRICA'SCIVILWAR.Withthis,livesandassetsarelost,makingthingsharder
andbitterforhumanity.FAKENEWSisoneofthesocialproblemsalotofcountriesare
tackling.

Sensitizingthe'SOCIALLIARS'andmakingthem knowtheamountoflivesthatcanbe
endangeredinthecauseofspreadingfakenews.AnotherwaytotackleFAKENEWSis
tobeverysureandaccurateaboutthenewsyoushareandbelieve-thisway,therateof
fakenewsspreadshallreducedrastically.Governmentshouldsetupapenaltyforthose
thatspread fakenews.Theyshould bedealtwith and charged according to the
constitutionandlevityofthenewsspread.

Asidefrom theoneIrefertoasthe'SOCIALLIAR',themassesshouldbesensitizedand
keptupdatedonthehappenings,sothattheywon'tfallintoacceptingfakenews.Also,
information managementagencies should tryto make the costofnews reading
cheaperandeasier,e.g.,theonlinenewssitesshouldreducethecostatwhichthey
chargetheircustomersforlifestream,etc.Educationshouldalsobeenhancedon
differentaspects,ifwehavemorelearnedoreducatedpeopleinthesociety,therateof
socialproblemslikefakenewswillreduce.Thesesolutionscoupledwithmoreactions
shallhelpinreducingtheDANGERSOFFAKENEWS.

FAKENEWS,DON'TBELIEVEIT,DON'TSPREADIT!!!
Together,wecancurbthespreadoffakenews.
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FAKENEWS
BYAJILEYEOLAOYE NIGERIA        
PAPA
Sequeltothefactaboutthekindofinformation/newsthataboundoursociety(Africa),I
realizedthatthesocietywefindourselveshadextremelyaddedmanyvaluestoourlives,
thoughmanyareofnegativity,butthecountenanceofthepopulaceeventuallyliesin
the information/news they receive,mainly from socialand mass media.Ifthe
government,religiousorganizations,nongovernmentorganizationsandeventhefamily
candenyusoftherightvaluestocomplimentthesustainabilityofourlives&living,I
thinkinformation/newswouldhaveservedasthefinalhopeofthepopulace.Butitis
anotherwayround,dueto themanipulationand propagandathatruleouraffairs
throughpoliticizingandmaladministrationinthestate/society.Iwanttobringoutinthis
piece,the causes,spread rate and effect/consequences ofFAKE NEWS in our
community.
CAUSESOFFAKENEWS
Itisthroughnon-realisticsourcesofevents
Politicizingactivitiesforthepurposeofsocietalawareness
Inter-denominationalinfluencebythereligiousorganizations
Magnanimouslobbybynongovernmentalorganizations
Negligenceonthepartofthebroadcasters
SPREAD-RATE
Anadagesays:'actionspeakslouderthanvoice'.Ifwenoticeveryvividly,wecanrealize
thatalmosteverysmartphonenowhasFM radio,evenanaveragehumanbeingwillbe
willingtolistentonewsonmassmedia.Ifonecannotaffordtogetdailynewspapers,
wepresentlyhaveover100radioandtelevisionstationsintheSouth/WestNigeria
alone,throughwhichinformationgetstothehearingofthepopulace.Meanwhile,the
rateatwhichinformationspreadsonthesmart-phoneisalarming.

EFFECTS/CONSEQUENCES
Iwillliketopointoutonlythekeywordshere
Death,
Sickness,
Maladministration,
Maltreatment,
Deformation,
Inter-tribalCrisis,etc.

ThefactthatInformation/Newsisfrom therightsourcedoesnotmeanitiscompletely
reliable.
Allweneedtotraceistheauthenticityofsuchaninformation/Newsfrom it'sprimary
source,afterastandardandstructureinvestigationtoproveitsfact.

AsaHistorian,I'velearntmanythingsaboutinformation/newswhileinschoolandtill
date.Weonlyadmittowhateverwewishtopositthroughthefactofevidencetothe
populace.Meanwhile,asaHistorian,wehardlybelievemanyinformation/newsgoingon
airorinthepublic,untilwecantraceitssource,causes&effect.
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FAKENEWS
IBRAHIM YUSUFOLAIDE NIGERIA

Fakenewsisaninstrumentofdeceitthattriestojustifylies
Fakenewsisanunguidedandunverifiedpieceofinformationtodiscreditothersorgain
fame
Fakenewsisacancerintheheartofanynation
Fakenewsisamenaceinthesocietythatposesanirreparabledangertothesociety.
Fakenewshasmademostofthecitizensofmyfatherlandtoturntheirbackontheir
belovednation
Fakenewshasmademostoftheyouthofmycountrylosehopeinthefutureofour
nation
Fakenewshasdoneenoughdamagetotheextentthatnoonebelievesthatsomething
goodcanevercomeoutofmycountry
Fakenewsmakesmycountrylookbadtotheextentthatifshedoessomething
wonderfulandspectacular,thecitizenswillfinditveryhardtobelieve
Fakenewsandpropagandahavebecomenormsinmycountry
Fakenewshasdividedmycountrypolitically,religiouslyandtribally
Fakenewshasmadeitsodifficultforthecitizensofmycountrytoseeourselvesas
one,nomatterwherewecomefrom
Fakenewscancauseproblem betweenfamily,withincountry,betweencountriesand
betweencontinents
Fake news is a politicaltoolthatwas invented by politicians to discredittheir
oppositionsinordertohaveclaim topoliticalseats.Buttothesurpriseoftheinventors,
ithasdonemoredamagethantheycouldeverimagine.Ithastornmycountryapartlike
ashreddedpaper 
Fakenewsisagunpowderthatiswaitingtoexplode 

Inconclusion,itisourcollectiveresponsibilitytostopthespreadoffakenewsbecause
itisourcommonenemy.Letusverifyandconfirm everysourceofinformationweare
sendingout,inordernottoleadtheentireaudienceastray,asthiscancausehatredand
disunityinthesociety.

Pleaseandplease,stopthespreadoffakenews.Injurytooneisinjurytoall.
GodblessFederalRepublicofNigeriaandsavemydearcountryfrom fakejournalism
whichhasbecomenormsforitscitizensthroughthehelpofsocialmedia.
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BYKISHANDAHAL INDIA

Thehostofideas,includingtheoristinAsia,theMiddleEastandthepost-communist
Europe, neitherpost-Marxistnorliberaldemocraticwritershaveprovidedanexplanation
forthehistoricalemergenceofthemodernideaofcivilsocietyitself.Aristotleis
creditedwiththefirstusageoftheterm civilsociety,althoughhismeaninghasbeen
distortedsubtlyinthetranslationfrom GreektoLatinandthentoEnglish.Thenthe
emergenceofpoliticalscenarioaroundtheworldstartedrelatingcivilsocietyasoneof
itsfeaturestobeadapted.  

Roleofcivilsocietyincombatingthecoronaviruspandemicgetsenhanced.Thiswaris
oneveryoneofus,humanbeings.Worldeconomyisundercrisis,poorestcivilizationis
onvergeofdeath,withhunger than virus,thisperiodofpandemichasstoppedthedaily
life. Thisisfirstlyoncivilizedandeducatedlike-mindedgatherings,stickingtothe
Governmentguidelines,makinguneducatedandruralpopulationawareit'sinthehands
ofcivilsocietytofightthisbattle,alongsidethegovernmentandfrontlinewarriors.Its
contributorsagreethatcivilsociety istherealm ofpluralandparticularidentitiesand
interests,againthispandemicneedssuchresourcesandresilience.
 
Theincreasingcasesofcasualtiesacrosstheglobe,onlyvalidoptionleftistokeepour
raceundertotallockdown.  
IncountrieslikeIndia,thingsgetmultitask,beingasecularnation,gatheringsand
festivalsarepartsofdailyliving.Also,mostoftheruralmanipulatedpopulationstill
believesinconspiracytheoriesandfakepropaganda,politicallycreatedtogainthe
materialisticsatisfactions.We,humans,havebeengreedyandalwayslivedaheadfrom
justsocallednecessity.Tomakethispartofpopulationawareandtomakesurethey
don'tjustdieofhunger,iswherecivilsocietymustbeconcerned.Asthepoliciesare
amazinglycraftedkeepingpandemiccalamityahead,followingAuthorityguidelines,
reachingtoeveryneededcitizenhastobethemainconcernoftodaycivilsociety. 

ThisWuhanoutbreakhascausedconcern,withalarminglevelofspreadandseverity.
WorldHealthOrganisationhasbeentryingtheirbest,andscientistsacrosstheglobe
areindulgingtheireveryhourinsearchofCoronainoculation.Thepurposeofeducated
mindsshouldnotjuststopwithregularresponsibilities.Thisisthetimetostretchones
boundaries,maintainingguidelinesandhelpingtheneedy.Likedrinkingaglassofwater
andquenching thethirstofothers,notonlytheindividualadvancesfrom infancyto
manhood,butthespeciesitselffrom rudenesstocivilization.Thefinalandthemost
crucial partshouldbeplayedbythemedia,thesocialmediainthiscontent.Delivering
authenticnewsand believing in humanityratherthan running behind materialistic
earnings.Weareallin thistogether,getting outtogether,and alive,shallbean
applaudablevictoryinthenameofmankind.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
BYBAMIDELEAYOOLUWA NIGERIA

Fakenewsisaform ofnewsconsistingofdeliberatedisinformationormisinformation
spreadviatraditionalnewsmedia(PrintandBroadcast)orsocialmediaplatforms.
Digitalnewshasbroughtbackandincreasedtheusageoffakenews,or“YELLOW
JOURNALISM”.Fakenewsiswritten,publishedandpostedwiththeintenttomislead,in
ordertodamageanagency,entityorperson,orgainfinanciallyorpolitically.Itoften
usessensationallydishonestoroutrightfabricatedheadlinestoincreasereadership.

Asstatedabove,bloggersmisinform peopleinordertogainfame;sometimes,to
misleadorgainfinancially.Confirmationbiasandsocialmediaalgorithms,likethose
usedonFacebookandTwitter,furtheradvancethespreadoffakenews.Modernimpact
isfeltforexampleinvaccinehesitancy. 

TherearedifferenttypesofFakenewsbuttherearemainly6types:
ClickBait
Propaganda
Satire/Parody
SloppyJournalism 
Misleadingheadings
BiasedorSlantednews

Thesearefeaturesoffakenewsandmayhelptoidentifyandavoidinstancesoffake
news. 

Also,awellknowncasehappenedinIlesa,Osunstate,Nigeria,intheyear2018.A
messagewassentacrosstoallthosewhoregisteredforJAMB(JOINTADMISSIONand
MATRICULATION BOARD)thatyearthattheprofileofeveryonewhoregisteredhad
beenlost,andthattheyshouldallgobacktotheirrespectiveregistrationcenterforre-
registration.Theyallrushedthere,andbythetimetheygotthere,theyrealizedthatit
wasfakenews,afterwastingtime,money,andenergy.

Iwillimplorethegovernmentandallagenciesthatareconcernedtohelpcurbthis
cankerworm.Thishasledtoalotofdamagestoeveryoneconcerned,includingme.

Iwillsuggestthatnewsplatformsshouldprovideadequateinformationabouttheir
newssource.Ialsosuggestthatasystem ofsparselysuppliedwarningscouldbe
helpfulthanasystem ofnowarnings,sincetheformercanseem toimplythatanything
withoutawarningistrue.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
BY:ADESINASHERIFKAYODE NIGERIA
Whatisfakenews?
ItisaninventioncreatedoutofnothingthattaketheappearanceofRealnewswiththe
aim ofdeceivingthepeople,HeretheinformationisfalsebutitseemsTrue.

ItcanalsobecalledMisinformationorDisinformationwhichisadeliberate
disseminationoffalse informationtoconfuseormisleadsomeone,itcanalsobecalled
anintentionallie.

Freedom ofSpeechempowersthefreeexchangeofideas,opinionsandinformationit
alsoallowsmembersofsocietytoform theirownopinionfrom happeningsinthepublic
butmanyapersonaremisusingthisright,asaresult,someunscrupulousnewsare
createdwithfrightfulintentionsanddistributed, suchnewshascreatedpublicchaos,
communalclashes(whichhasledtothedeathofsomeindividual), politicaltensionas
wellaseconomicthreats.

Beforetheadventofsocialmedia,peoplerelyontheconventionalmediaastheir
reliableandtrustednewssource.Thisisbecause,theconventionalmediaprovidethe
publicwithwellresearchednewsthatweregatekeptandscrutinizedBUTonthearrival
ofsocialMediathereisafreedom forpublictodevelopanddistributeinformationon
theirownwithoutanycheck.Thisisanewmodelthathasbeenabusedforseveral
selfishandnonchalantreasons.

Seeingthesereasonsabove,shouldwesayitiswrongtohavefreedom ofexpression
orresulttosayingsocialmediahasdoneusmoreharm thangood? Though,Fakenews
hascreatedfear, racism, lackoftrust,depression,hypertension,amongstothersbutit's
essentialthatyoukeepyouremotionalresponsetosuchstoriesincheck.
Instead,approachwhatyouseeandhearrationallyandcritically.

Itisdishearteninghowfabricatedstoriesarecirculatedbyfellowhumanbeings, ithas
nowbecomeanactthatmostnewswehearis60%liewhichcirculateeasilythanthe
truth,whichintherealsensehasnothelpedanybody.

Wagingwaragainstfakenewsisourcollectiveresponsibility,everybodyhaswhatthey
likeanddetest,oneislikelytoshareafakenewsifespeciallyifitconfirmstheirbeliefs.
Rememberthattheprimarygoalofapersonwhoinventsfakenewsistodeceiveus.
Thispersonwillnotinventfakenewsthatleaveseveryoneindifferentorthatconcernsa
subjectthatdoesn’tinterestanyone!weneedtostopbeingsentimentalbecausethey
areourfriends,familyorpeopleweadmires(stars, bloggersetc) doesn'tmeanthey
can'tspreadafakenews. 

So,beforerepostingorbelievinginthepostletusTHINK:
T:isitTrue?
H:isitHelpful?
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I:isitInspiring?
N;isitNecessary
K:isitKind?

FAKENEWS 
BYMOHAMMEDREZUWANKHAN MYANMAR 

Fake news also known as pseudo news orhoax news consists ofdeliberate
disinformationspreadviatraditionalnewsmediathathasaneffectonthelifeof
humans,leading ourlivestowardsthe negative.Actually,fake newsspreadsout
speedilyaheadoftheauthenticnewsaroundtheworldasithasthemostpowerful
densitytopersuadethemindsofreaders.Infact,peopledobelieveinthem without
havinganyevidenceoftruth.

Nowadays,fakenewsarerepeatedlywrittenonsocialmediabydifferentpeoplefor
theirownselfishpurposewhereastheessenceonthelongrunismeaningless.In
addition,swindlerscreatethem regardlessofitsdangerandconsequencesinfuture;
whattheywantisfortheirownbenefit. 

Fake newsdismantle societalrelationshipswhen itreachespeople,itcan cause
violenceandhostility,that'swhyeveryoneshouldthinkbeforebroadcastinganykindof
newsanywhere.Thereasonitcouldcreateargumentsisbecausedifferentpeoplehave
differentideasandpeople'smindchangespontaneouslyonaccountofangerbeingan
attributeofhumannature’

Toputanendtothis,wehavetocooperatewithourfriends,joininghandswithkey
personsinthecommunitywherewelive,wemustwagewaragainstfakenewsand
thosewhospreadthem,weshoulderadicatetherootofsuchafallaciousthingfrom
oursociety.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
ESTHERF.UBI NIGERIA
Fakenewsisinformationofinterestnotreal,falsifiedreportsofcurrenteventsto
deceive,trick,steal,cheat,swindleorgainadvantage.Waragainstfakenewsisto
engageinconflictinoppositiontoorinexchangefortherealnews,toeradicateits
spreadonsocialmediaandotherchannels(Internet).

Thespreadoffakenewshasbecomeathreatthatcannotbeeasilystoppedbecauseit
didnotjuststartnow,ithadbeeninexistencesinceinventionofnewsindustry.
Informationspreadsgloballyofwhichmostpeopledispersewithoutconfirmingifit's
trueornot.Mosttimesstoriesdon'tmatchwithheadlinesanditmisleads.

Finally,it'shightimeforittoberevealedforwhatitreallyis,everyhandsoughtbeon
deck.Foritissaidmanyhandsspoilthesoup,thatis,manymouthsspoilthenews
becauseeveryonewantstopaintittosuitorfittheirpurpose.

Inconclusion,beforepassingoutinformationtrytoinvestigate,besureit'struebefore
distribution,especiallyin Nigeria,the news dispersed is differentfrom the main
events/situationsofthings;andwhengiveninformation,checkit,scanitthoroughly
beforephotocopyingtoothers.Remember,inunitywestandandindivisionwefall,for
wecanstandforsomethingtoavoidfallingforanything.Let'sbringastoptothe
analyzing,spreading,receivingandgivingoffakenewstoavoidfallacybeingseenas
real(truth).Thanks!
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FAKENEWS
TEMIDAYOOYINLADE NIGERIA
FakeNewsisaform ofnewsconsistingofdeliberatedisinformationbroadcastor
spreadonnewsmediaoronlinesocialmedia. Thenews isthenoftenreverberated
as misinformation in social media but occasionally finds its way to
the mainstream media aswell.

Iffakenewshasnoconcernforthetruthatall,thereitwouldbeaform of bullshit as
definedbythephilosopher HarryFrankfurt.

Fakenewsiswrittenandpublishedusuallywiththeintenttomisleadinordertodamage
anagency,entity,orperson,and/orgainfinanciallyorpoliticalpower,oftenusing,
dishonest, or outright fabricated headlines to increase readership.
Similarly, click bait storiesandheadlinesearnadvertisingrevenuefrom thisactivity.

Manyreputationshavebeendamagedthroughfakenews,manyarenomoreduetothe
gravityofdamagesfakenewshascauseduponthem.SometimesagoinNigeria,the
leaderofIPOBtheindigenouspeopleofBiaframisleadpeoplethatthepresidentof
NigeriaisdeadbuthisheadwasreplacedbytheheadofamaninSudancalledJubril
forthepresidenttoliveandsurvive.Wheneverpresidentisgivenspeechpeoplewould
becallinghim theJubrilofSudan.Manynationshavebeenmisleadingwithfakenews
whichledtowarofcountryagainstcountry.Therewasatimearumourwasgoingviral
inNigeriathatIndiafootballnationteam defeatedsupereagleofNigeria99goalsto
one.ItwassaidthatwheneverNigerianplayersseeballthatitwasturningtolion,they
saidIndiawasbarnfrom worldcup,thatparticulartime,Nigeriahasneverqualified,let
aloneofgoingtotheworldcuptoplay.

Inconclusion,Isuggestdeathpenaltytobeattachedtofakenews,tostopnarcissistic
actofpeopleforpowerandposition.
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CLICKBAIT
LUQMANALAWODE NIGERIA

Theinventionofinternetanditsimprovementovertheyearshasbeenamajorshiftin
howhumanprocessdailyactivities,thisisnodoubtagreattechnologicaldevelopment
whichhasimprovedourwellbeinginterm ofcommunication.Despitethefactthat
internetconnectionhasbeeninexistenceinsomepartoftheworldfordecades,Africa
witnessagreatshiftinthelasttwodecades.

Before the popularization ofinternet,Africa processes daily activities manually
especiallythenewsmediawhichmakesuseofbothprintandelectronic(radioand
television).Withtheimprovementofinternet,theprocessesofnewsaswithother
humanactivitieshaschangedsignificantlyandanew methodofnewsreportinghas
beenaddedtoourmeansofcommunicationthroughonlineandsocialmedia.

Despitethefactthattheuseofclickbaitbyreportershavebeeninexistence,itbecame
morepopularwiththeuseofinternet/socialmediainthepastfewyears.

WhatisClickbait
WikipediaseesCLICKBAITasaform ofadvertisementuseshyperlinktextorthumbnail
linkthatisdesignedtoattractattentionandtoenticeuserstofollowthatlinkandread,
view,orlistentothelinkedpieceofonlinecontentwithadefiningcharacteristicofbeing
deceptive,typicallysensationalizedormisleading.

AlsoMariam Websterdictionarypositsthatclickbaitissomethingsuchasheadline
designedtomakereaderswanttoclickonahyperlinkespeciallywhenthelinkleadsto
contentofdubiousvalueorinterest.

Inanutshell,clickbaitcanbereferredtoassuchheadlines,hyperlink,caption,or
assertionwhichispublishedonlineorofflinewiththeulteriormotiveofmisleading
unsuspectingreaders.Inmostcasestheycontainlinksonlinewithcatchyheadlines
oftentomisleadthereadertoclickforfurtherdetailorinformationbuttheyareleadto
somewhatdifferent.From historicalperspective,clickbaitwritersareconsideredtypical
ofyellowjournalism withlittleornotwellresearchednewsandinsteadpushforwardan
exaggeratedheadlinetolurereaderstoclick,oftenthereadersaredisappointedorfall
victim.

WHYCLICKBAIT
Morepageviews
Lackofadequateresearch
Dubiousact
Increasedbrandawareness
Payperclick

Morepageviews:inthe21stcentury,socialmediahasdonemoregoodthanharm but
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somehowitsinventionhasturnedmajorityofnon-professionalstoday-lightjournalist,
this withoutmuch ado gave birth to blogging which can be handled byanyone
irrespectiveofeducationalbackgroundorprofessionalaffiliation.Bloggingisasetof
skillstorunandcontrolanonlinepage(blog)whichisequippedwithmanyfunctions
thatenableindividualoperators(bloggers)towrite,postandairopinionforatarget
audience. Aspartofitsfunctions,bloggersmakemoneythroughtheirdaytoday
activitiesbutthisdoesnotcomeeasyhencetheneedtoattracttraffictotheirblog
becomeparamount.Pageview isnecessaryin thiskind ofjob so theoperators
(Bloggers)areleftwithnooptionthantowritecaptionsthatattractinternetuserstothe
page.Asgreatasthissound,itsnegativeeffecthasovershadoweditspositiveeffecton
humanrace,thisisbecauseofthefactthatthousandsofuntrainedprofessionalsare
nowintothebusinessofjournalism,theyreportactivitiesondailybasiswithtopnotch
captionsthatattractreadersbutwithpoorstorythatturnsreadersaway.

Lack ofadequate research:The primary ethics ofjournalism standards include
independentfact-checkingofinformationbyoneormoreemployees,also,reportersin
thefieldofjournalism areexpectedtobeasaccurateaspossiblebyseekingreliable
sourcesofinformationbeforepublications.Littleornoknowledgeofjournalism and
lackofadequateresourceshavelimitedtheabilityoftoday’sonlinenewsmakersto
makeadequateresearchintoaneventbeforepublications,asaresultofthese,news
housesemploytheuseofclickbaittoattractreaderstotheirblogorwebsiteinorderto
gaintrafficwhichinturnleftreadersdisappointed.

Dubiousact:Thisisvastbecomingoneoftheevilswehavetolivewithonsocialmedia
inthisgeneration,itrangesfrom scammerswhocreatelinksforunsuspecting/gullible
individualstoclickoninordertogainaccesstotheirsocialmediaaccounttotrack
membersoftheirvariousgroupsfordirtybusinesses.

Increasedbrandawareness:inthiscase,clickbaitareemployedbymarketerswhoare
willingtoshowcasetheirbrandtoprospectivecustomers,thesesetofpeoplecooka
catchingheadlinesthatmayattractstheattentionofinternetuserstoclickontheirlink
inordertoseetheirbrands

Payperclick:thisisanothernewtrend,thereisawebsitetodaythatdoesnotverifyany
informationsubmittedbytheirso-calledjournalist,thishasgivenrisetoclickbait,their
roadsidejournalistenticepeoplewithdifferentheadlinesinordertoattractthem to
clickontheirpage/linkthisisbecausethewriters/journalistarepaidbaseonthe
numberofviewstheyareabletogatherwithinamonth.Consequently,thewriters
insteadofbecomingjournalists,theyturntohuntersthatattractpeopletoclickonthe
website/link.

SIGNSOFCLICKBAIT
SensationalHeadlines
Freemoneylinks
Suspense
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Sensationalheadlines:Thistypeofheadlinesareverycommononlinethesedays,facts
are intentionally omitted from headlines whereas minor and irrelevancies are
exaggeratedandinmostcasestheoriginalmessageorcontentofthestoryishidden
andcaptionedunderasensationalheadlinestoattractpeopletoclick.Someexamples
ofsensationalheadlinesare;tenreasonsmenshouldnotbehelpingtheirwiveswiththe
housework,howImademyfirstmillion,WhattheNorthdon’twantyoutoknowabout
NigeriaandPower.ThirteenwaysSaudiArabiadealtwithAmerica.WhyIbeatmywife
tostupor.
Thesearesomeexamplesofsensationalheadlinesandtheyareindeedclickbaits,
factsofthemessagearehiddenlikethelastexamplewhichsayswhyIbeatmywifeto
stupor,ifsuchheadlineisclickedthestorymighttellyouhowhemadelovetohiswife
andthewifesaid“youareastrongman”.Imagineifthestorywascaptionedwithless
attractingheadlineprobablyonlyafewpeoplewillbeinterestedinthelinkbecauseitis
consideredanorm foramanandhiswifetomakeloveandnothingissospecialabout
amanbeingstrong.

Freemoneylinks:Thepovertylinethroughouttheworldespeciallyinthedeveloping
countrieshadgivenrisetothiskindofheadlineithasbecomeathingofeveryday,on
socialmediaespecially;whatsapp.Peopleareattractedtoanythingorlinkthatshows
ortellthem howtomakemoneyquicksoitisnotsurprisingthatthescammerscame
upwiththisstyle.Someofsuchlinkshavesomeofthebelowwordsastheirheadlines:
FREE DATA TO ALL MOBILE NETWORK USERS,INCOME PALACE,MAKE MONEY
WITHOUTSTRESS,URGENT,INSUPPORTOFALLNIGERIANSOBTAIN4GDATAFREE
AND5000AIRTIMETOCALLALLNETWROKSetc.allthesewillcomewithonelinkor
theotherandafterclicking,itwillbesurprisedthatisatotaldifferentthingoronewill
beaskedtoforwardtocertainnumberofpersonsorgroupstobeabletoclaim theprize.

CONCLUSION
Clickbaitsarethosesensational,tricky,mindblowing,freebies,paradise-likelinks,its
signsareenormousandtheclickbaitersneversleepbecauseitisthroughthisthatthey
feedandlivetheirlives.Itisadvisableforeveryoneirrespectiveofeducationallevel,
exposureandpoverty,nottoclickontheseheadlinestheyareouttotakeadvantageof
theirvictimsinterm ofmoneyandgettingaccesstotheirpersonaldata.
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SECTIONII
POETRY
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FAKENEWS:JUSTLIKEOILBEAN
BY:IZUNNAOKAFOR NIGERIA

Untimelyandunannounced,
Itexplodesfrom itspond,

piercinglyscattersfarandnear
Incarceratingattentionsasfolktales.

It’scrackingsoundisoverwhelming
Speedyisitspace

Anditssprint,sporadic
Asitfliesinthewaveofdeceit.

Itsformationisdeliberate
Foritisn'twithoutagoal.

Agoalwhichmayevenbeseenholy
Butinreal,ismerelyandpurelyphony.

Itsspreadthoughcouldbeinjurious,
Sweetenstheunfairears,

Whoinitfindtheirpasture
Andfrom samederiveasolipsisticpleasure.

Alive,trendyordead,
Itspondsaregentlyscratchy
Anditsleavesandbranches

Naturallyincendiary.

Itgerminateswhereitfalls
Andreproducesforwiderconsumption,

Somedespise,butmanycherishit
Foritstwofacedpackaging

andcontent.

Justliketheoilbeantree
From theupmostleaf

Tothedownmostroot,
Everythinghereoughttobehandled

withgreatcaution,discretion
andclairvoyance.
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THEERRONEOUSNEWS
BY:ADESINAADEBAYO NIGERIA

Theflawlessofthetreacherousnews;
Parturitionfrom rumoursandgossip,

Chantingaroundtheworldinitwoefulmelody,
Swayingausterelylikeawhirlwind,

Lurewiththebeautyofliesandconfusion,
Deceitfulincharmingbutoutrageous,

Piercingandwhistletheheartofthereaders,
Prosecutingthevictim'sfreedom,
Wreckingthesqueakyreputation,
Andblemishtheglowingimage.

Theerroneousnews;
bewilderingtheheartofthepeople,

Ingoodmoralechargetothehailofbullets,
Slaughteringinbloodandthunder,

Deprivingthevictimssentiment,
Afterbeinglootaway,

From theheraldofafakenews,
Wailingallaroundtheworld,

Causingdepressionforthevictims,
Anxietylodgeinhumanfeelings.

Waragainstfakenews;
Strikinginthunderouswords,

Lightninglikeamidnightcandle,
Echoingandpouncinginthereader'sheart,

Withsofttonelikealullaby,
Bewareandneverfallintodeception,

boomingnewsfailingdejure,
Hurlfrom thehazyintellect,

Oneshouldadheretothereliancesource,
Andcallaspadeaspade.
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AGENTSOFDOOM
BY:HASHIM YUSSUFAMAO(LEGALBARD) NIGERIA

Therumoursyoumong
Thefakenewsyoupeddle,

Manymayhemsithascaused,
Manyhomesithasruined.

Hidingbehindyourkeyboard,
Youconcoctliesanddishtotheworld.

Youworrylessabouttheconsequences
Andcontinueservingyourfalsifiedmeals.

Outofchasingclouts,youhavedentedimages.
Youhaveswindledfeelingsoutofyourpoliticalgames

Inmindsofmany,youhavegrippedfears
Outofthefalsifiednewsyoucontinuetoshare.

Withfakenews,youhavereportedalivingbeingtohavedied
Andpointedatyourowncountrywithafilthyfinger

Youhaveaccusedinnocentsoulsgullibly
Anddamagenamesbuiltoverthecenturies.

Yourfreedom tospeak,truthfullyisentrenchedintheconstitution
Butifabused,couldjourneyyoutotherealm ofdestruction.

Hence,desistfrom beinganagentofdoom
Andputahalttosharingoffakenews.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
BY:NISHANTVAIDYA INDIA

Thisnewworldhasstartedlovingfakenews,
Theylovetowatchcelebritiescuttingtheircakenews,

Theydon'tbotherwhomakesuchnews,
Theydon'twanttolistenwhat'shappeningwiththeircityorlakenews.

Suchnewscreatechaoswithincivilians,
Theycreatesuchnewsinbillions,

Knowingnothingaboutmoneythatcostmillions,
Theyjustkeepaddingfakenewsintrillions.

Theydon'trespectwomenandmen,
Theydon'tknowwhattowritewhen,

Maybetheyjustknowhowtoinkapen,
Theyshouldactuallybetheken.

Wedon'tknowhowtheyhavesuchamindset,
Maybetheyforgotthatitisathreat,

Withoutknowinganyonewhom theyhaven'tmet,
Idon'tknowbysuchthingswhatdotheyget.

Theychangethewholemap,
Andkeeptalkingcrap,

Theyshouldbegivenaslap,
Andtheirworkshouldbethrowninscrap.

Suchpeopleshouldbetalked,
Suchnewsshouldbeimmediatelyblocked,

Theirofficesshouldbelocked,
Afterhearingallthis,theworldshouldbeshocked.
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VICTIM
BY:LUQMANALAWODE NIGERIA

Iam avictim.
Vitim ofirredeemableimage,

Imagespoiltontheplatform oflies,
LiesIwastoldbyimagebreakers.

Iam avictim.
Victim ofliesIwastold;

FakenewsIhavespreadunconsciously
CopyandpasteIhavedoneindiscriminately.

Iam avictim.
Myangelicalimageisonthevergeofbane.

Iam sorry,Iwasleadastray
AndIspreadthenewswithoutdelay.

Iam avictim.
JustlikeeveryoneIam.

Avictim ofunverifiednews
Ihavecometomakemyimagenew.
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FAKENEWS
BY:ADESIGBINAHMEDADEDEJI NIGERIA

Ourchannelofcommunicationimpedewithpseudoair
Enthrallingdownmen,andwomen,tohalttheirthoughts.

AchangesinthePsyche.
Bravetocoward,richtopoor,

Awavetransmittingintheair.
Goingviralinitslie,

Echoesinanunrhymedmetricalbalance ,
Withoutanyresemblancetothetruth,
Slowly,slowly,itgoesdowntotheears

ofthesundry,andtothesensesoftheindividuals
Givingtheirmindasecondthought,,

Scatterthesoultogosidebyside
Bewitchingthemindofthehumantounitetothelies‘13’
And,itcamewithanunknownsource,unknownnumber,
unknownlocation,justtotrappedourearstotheirlies;

Sayinginfalsehoodtodisruptstheunitedpotoftheliving
byenslavingwithinthewidthofitstongues‘17’

Soistheiranysimilitudewithwhatyousaid
Tellingus,ourPresidenthasdie,

dieintheoutsideworld,
Amanfrom Libyaonreign,

accentingtheexecutivedirectiveasthePresident‘21’
Awordsofblasphemy

Profanation,chatter
booming,andboominginthetrumpetnostrils

Ofscuttlebutt,andgossipers
JestingintheirsoultodefamethePresidency‘26’.

Awordssochilledintheiricinglips,
Wittywithjokes,parablesandproverbs

Scandal,libel,andslander,
lovelywritteninamarginallines,andcolumn

withoutanylogicalresearch,31
Awordsinlies,

Gleaminginthesightofthelisteners
Andviewers,watchingandlisteningtothefalsehood;

Causinghavoc,andchaosontheroads
Andontheexpressofthesecondthought

WhereyouandI,areliving… 37
SayNoToFakeNewsonSocialMedia.
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FAKENEWS
BY:CLINTONNGUNJIRI KENYA

Manyofushavemobilephones,
Ifyoudon’thaveamobilephone;youmayhaveasim card,

Whatdoyoudowhenyougetnewsonline?
Yourfingersbecomelighteningandforwardittofriends,

Hashtagthankmelater,
Doyoueventaketimetoconfirm,ifit’sfrom areliablesource?

Someofthosenewscrackyourribsbutdoyouthinkoftheimpact?
Itwillbetoolatetoreversewhatyouhavedo,

Fakenewsspreadslikefire.

Informationispower,
Whatoffakenews?

It’sadiseasethatmisguidestherecipient,
Ourgirlstakepoisontomaketheirtummyflat,

Theywanttohavemorecurvesthanracingtrack,
Theywanttoshootthosesaucypictures,

Desperatelytheygetholdofmisleadinginformation,
Whydon’tyouconsultanutritionist?

Ourboysaredyingduetofakenews,
Howcandrugsreduceyourstress?

Yourproblemscan’tmigrate,
Dealwithit,don’ttaketheshortcut,

Howcandrugsmakeyouabettermusician?
Yourlyricsaregettinglockedbythesmoke,

Donotlistenthefakeinformationandresearchconductedbyprofessorunknown.
Fakenewskillsourunity,

Youreadsomethingthatspeaksfalselyaboutyourbrotherorsister,
Nowyoulookatthem astheenemy,

Noweverybreaththeytakeinyourpresenceirritatesyou,
Thereisnoprovetogive

Butthefireofhateisalreadyignited,
Soonthenewsspreads

Andthewholecountryisinflames.

Darkmindedpeoplepumpyouwithfalsenewsaboutaperson,
Mostofuslovereadingnewsdisgracingaperson,

Acelebrity,apolitician,anhonorableperson,
Westumpthem from theback,

Wemakethem feellesshuman,
Weselltheirself-esteem cheaply

Leavingthem feelingsorryforwhattheyhaven’tdone,
Foroncelet’savoidfakenews
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Howmuchdoyougetforpassingthatnews?

Inthistimeofpandemic-
Let’sstoppointingfingers,

Thefakenewswillmakeusfighteachother
InsteadoffightingCovid-19,

Don’tlistentothosedividingnews:
“CountryAisfightingabiologicalwar,”

“CountryBhasavaccine,”
Let’sjoinhandsanddowhatwecan,

Takeprecautions,
Laterweshallaskquestions.

Lendmeyourear,
Canyouhear?

Letthesewordsgodeepinyou
Letthesewordslastinyouyearafteryear?

Beforeyoupickyourphonetoforwardthatnewsconfirm ifit’strue.
4. Knowthatinformationisnotforfunsostoppassingfakenewsforfun.

Countyourwordscarefullyandutterthem withwisdom.

Fakeinformationspreadsfasterthanrealinformation.

Fakenewscanignitethewholeworld,you’retheonefireextinguisherweneedtobreak
thechainoffakenews.
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FAKELIESEVERYWHERE!
BY:DR.T.RAMESHBABU INDIA

Birthtodeath,dawntodusk;
Mantowoman,inandout;

Everywhereandeverythinghidingfakebehindmask;
Lifefilledwithfakenewsandfakeout.

Whom totrustandwhattobelieve;
Morningnewstonightnewsfeed;

Misrepresentationsanddishonestymotive;
Truthandfactualarenottheirweaponstofeed.

Literatetoilliterate,employeetounemployed,
Whitecollartobluecollar,

Laymantopoliticianattributed;
Byfalsifiersandmanipulator.

Spreadingfakenewsandmisleadinglives;
Ofmenandwomen,engenderingcontradictions;
Inidentification,whichistrueandwhichisfalse?

Arise!Awake!Ifnot,yourlifeisruinedalways.
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PROPAGANDA
BY:EJIGAMICHAELJIGS NIGERIA

Doyouwatchthenews?
Ifyoudon't;youareuninformed,
Ifyoudo;youaremisinformed,

Howshouldyoubebestinformed?

Shouldyoupassthroughthelongroad,
Rathergetitthroughtheshortwrongroad,

Maybeyoushouldusethewrongwatch
stillbetter,trywalkingwithoutthewatch.

Theywillsay"timeisnotonourside"
Don'tbelievethatlie.

Thesay"informationmoveswiththespeedoflight"
'Thateventhedeadwatchsaysthetruthtwice"

Don'tbelievethatlie.

Here'sthedilemmaright?
Gohomeorgohard!

Golistentonewsandsleep
Likebabiesarebeinghushedtosleep

Andtheywakeuptocryatnight,
Becausethere'snolight,

Becausethere'snoinformation.

Whokeptyouinthedark?

Whentheyclosethecurtainandtellyouitsnight.
Don'tbelieve,it'salie.

Theworldisaglobalvillage,
informationmoveswiththespeedoflight.

Don'tbelieveit,it'salie
Informationtravelsfast,

butfakenewswithsamespeedandfrequencyalwaysbeensuperimposedtooppose
themotion

andtheinterferetoproduceadeadbeatwithfrequency
thatmakespeopledancetotherhythm ofbelieving

thattheyarebeingfedwithnews.

Don'tbegullible,scrutinizeeverynews.
Gothelongway,eveniftimeseem tobeagainstyou,

Youareentitledtohonestnews.
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WEAPONSOFWARFARE
BY:AMARACHRISTA  NIGERIA

Throughthoselonelyroads,Iwalkagain,
Holdinguntoabunchofwords,

Itchingtobescribbled...
Myeyesshut,asIsecretlystagger

Likeadrunk,wishingtomagicallyflyhome
Justtogethiswifebittenup...
Heldtightbymyconscience...

Yet,inthiscrossroads,almostverticallychallenged
Guiltyofhandlingawilledweepingweapon

Chargedandacquittedwithablessedbrilliantbleedingweapon
Alwayslongingtofeedonplainpieceofpaperswithitsscribbles...

Weareguilty!
Whatshallitprofit

Feedingtheuniversewithvoidtalks,
Scribblingfalsely,

Endangeringtheearsandeyesofreadersandlisteners.
Wewatchthem perishlikeinsectsflungintothedenofinsecticide...

We'reguiltyofbeenbrutallybaptized
BytheHolyimmersioninfalsewords,

Sworntobreakthelawjusttogetmonetarygains
Popularity,inform oftrafficcreation

Tarnishing,blackmailingandunknowinglyendinglives.
Throwingstonesinmarketplacesseem dangerous,

Nooneknowstheeyestoputindarknessorthelifetoshorten.
Alas!Wordsareweaponsonwarfare

Ifrightlyused,bringsprogress,
Ifwronglyused,mayendthelifeofabrother.

Iurgeyoubrother,
Scribblewithcaution,

Airwithliving conscience
Forthedogsareletloosetogetholdofdefaulters.
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UNSOLVEDMYSTERY 
BY:ADEOLAADEWUYI NIGERIA

Whydrillingthymine,whenthesoilseemsdried?
Whyspillingtheoilwhenthegroundisslippery

Bittertruthwillbedeeprooted…
Foracomplicatedissuetobeclear,

Butforthetruthtobepictured,
Thereliesconscienceandguiltsense
Armedandsanctionfearwillletout.

NomatterhowlongitwentonBunny,
Ifafactneedstobeultimatelyprevail.
Theseekercuriositybringsittolight

Stopspeedingthroughthedarknessroute ;
Workwithfact!

LET'SFIGHTTHEFAKENEWSMENACE-
BY:SUBHOJITPANDA INDIA

Ittakesbirthoutofnowhere,
butit'sconsequencesaredeadly,hereandthere, 

Dividingpeoplebyopinion,
whileforsome,itservesasentertainmentandfun, 

Whatisthepointtoembracealie,
whenitcancausethousandsofpeopletocry?

Thewoundscantakeyearstoheal,
Thepaincanbeintensefortheonewhodeal, 

Thedoerhastoaskhisinnerconscience,
Wasitreallynecessarytobreakthesilence?

Theempoweredhavetotakethelead,
Digdeeptouprootthecauseandfindtheseed, 

Let'sstopthisinvisiblevirustospread,
Letthefakenewsdieandtherealonegoahead.
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PROPAGANDAISFAKENEWS
BY:XOLANINTULI SOUTHAFRICA

Wearedailybeingslaughtered,
Bombardedwithpropagandaandlies.

Thishasbecomeourbreakfastandlunch…
Grabbingabite,

‘Cigarette’it'sapackoflies,
“Wherethereissmokethereisfire“,

Ourpeopleareburning,
Ourfuturewillsoonbecomeashes,

Cancersisonflames.

Peoplewanttogetawaywithmurder
Soonitwillbetheirtimetodieonfakenews,

Weallinfectedwithmurderandbribe,
Itsachronicillness.

Peoplehaveforgot...
"Preventionisbetterthancure"

Weareamusingourselvestodeath
"Nohealth,nowealth"

Technologykillingpeopleinasmartway
Internetit'sanillusion

It'stellalieonourvisions
Liketelevision.

Wepeopleareanillusion
Lyingtoourselves.
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FAKENEWS
BY:ADEMOLAAYOMIDEMIRACLE NIGERIA

Asilentkiller
Sourceofmanyruins,

Shootingtheinnocentears,
Stabbingthepooreyes,

Strangulatingthehelplesssouls.

Isitasintohear?
Isitatrespasstosee?

Isitatransgressiontoknow?
Hisvictim,mustIbe?

Hissundergrass,deception.

Whatjoydoesheseektoderiveinmystupidity?
Whathappinessdoesmisleadingmepromisehim?

Fame?
Money?

PoliticalstabilityorStrength?

Itislikeachain.
Awickedmancreateitdeliberately,

Peoplethinkitisthetruthandalsoshare,
Transferofadeadlyvirusfrom apersontomillions.

Culprit,victim,victim-culprit,victim,victim-culprit,victim...

Enoughofmebeingfooled!
Enoughofbelievinglies.

Ihavenotonlybeenfooled.
Ihavealsofoolishlyfooledothers.

I'm avictim-culprit.

I'm readytoresist,
Onlynewsfrom verifiedsources

WillIlistento,
Onlynewswithverifiedfacts

WillIread.

Checkingoutforpossibleflaws
Sources,datesandauthors

HopeI'm nottakingajoke,serious?
Withthese,

Iam gettingresistanttofakenews.

Notofakenews,
Don'tfabricateone,

Don'tshare,
Don'tfallvictim,

Protecttheworld.
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THECRIMESCENE:SHEDIED
BY:AJIBADEABDULMUJEEBABIOLA NIGERIA
PENNAME:THESOARINGEAGLE#TSE

Withmyownveryeyes,wideopen.
Iwitnessedthescene,she...Died.

Wehavelefthomeaswitnessforourdestination
Yet,confusedwithapauseatthejunctureofdecision.

Idon'tknowifGeorgebethejudge.
Thegravelisliftedbutsuspended.

The Judgeispuzzledaswheretostrike.
Georgeisguiltyyetsomehowhasanalibi

I'm stillwaitingforthejudgetoadjudgeGeorge .

Thingswerebetterinblackandwhite,
Wasshewearing shortshortswhenshot?
Idonotknowifhertopisblueormaroon

Butweheardofcolourriotinherroom
WhatdoIcallherblooditusedtobered
Butnowitcouldbejustispitchorwhine.

Itwasaknife,driventhroughherabdomen
Isawtwosilhouettes,whilehersscreamed

Hisstoodaboveintheact,withoutfear
Murder!InwhichImustseetotheend

LittledidIknow,"hey"Iwastappedattherear
"Itwasascriptandweneededtoactitout"

Istood,stupefied.Withmythoughtsshuttingtheirdoorsatme.

ThenIsatreminiscingoverandoveragain,
Thinkingofwhattobelieveandwhatnottobelieve.
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FAKENEWS
BY:FUNMIISEYEMI NIGERIA

Isawitwithmyeyes,
Allmyhopesarise

InfantasyIsunk
Likeamanallnightdrunk.

Alas,itwasnotso
Thiscan'tbe'ohno',

Myfingersonthewallclashed
Asallmyhopesdashed.

Ihearditwithmyears,
Howitallendedintears,

Itleftmecrumbled
AsIonwardstruggled,

SuddenlyIsteppedonthebrakes,
WhenIhearditwasfake,

I'vebeensopained.
Theshockleavingmedrained.

Comrades,let'sputanendtofakenews
Tothemediawepayourdues.

Westartthefightfrom thistown,
Thismenacewebringdown,

Throughoutthecountryrunningtherace,
Ournationbecomingabetterplace

Andtogetherwepullthrough
Tomakeournewstrue.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
BY:MAJOFODUNBABALOLA NIGERIA

Fakenews!
Whatwillbeyourgain?

Ifyousaidmancanlivewithoutbrain
Ifyouapprovedtheintakeofcocaine

Sayingitwillmakemansane,
Withalltheselies,whatwillyouattain?

Itisnotfunny
Willyougainmorethanmoney?

Whenthelivesofmany
Willbeatstake,

Yetyoustillfeeduswithfakenews'cake,
Whenwillyoustopbeingfake?

Isitwhenallourbacksareturnedagainsteachother?
Countriesfightingoneanother
Andsonskillingtheirfathers.

Orisitwhenthetruthisfinallydead?
Whenliesandrumoursarethoroughlyspread

Asdeceitlieswithusonthesamebed.

Allinthenameofviews,
Youwenttorenewtherealnews,

Justtocatchpeople'sattentionandtoamusethem,
Leavingontheheartofmanbruises
CausedbyyourGossippresscrews.

Thisisawar;
Againstdeceitandfakenews.

Ravenshavestoppeddeliveringthetruthtoourdoorstep.
Welostnews'valuebecauseofyourabuse

Now,thetruthmustberestored
Forfakenewshasexposedustodeath'sdews.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
BY:ZAINABABDULMUMIN
NIGERIA

Theconscience,theysayisthepoliceoftheheart,
whichhelpsecurehumanvalue,

butpurveyorsoffalsifiedinformation,
haveremainontherunonthis.

Honesty,truthandaccountabilityareletgoof,
asfakenewsseemstobetakingcontrol,

whileinnocentmassesbecomevictim,
ofitfraudulentandadulteratedmessages.

warshavebeenwagedagainstfakenews,
asitmockustoourface,

butwefoundourselvesstuck,despiteourwilltofightit,
notwithstanding,thebelievethatvictoryisnearstillstaystronginus.

wewouldkeeponwieldingoursword,madeofpenandourshield,
fightingagainstfakenews,

wewon'tstopstandingfirm onourresolve,
fakenews,mustbeeradicated.

CEASETHELIES
BY:GIFT.A.CHIOMOLE MALAWI

Ceasetheliesandseizethefacts
Nolie,Isincerelywonderwhatyougetfrom alltheselies

Moneyorfame,oneoftheseIguess,
butwhythefuss?Whotaughtyouthemalice?

Wholiedtoyouit’sidealtodisseminatefakenews?
Youngblood,it'stimeyoualteryourplans,

It’stimetoarticulatethetruthandceasethelies.

Hastily,divorcetherepulsivefalsity
Andgetweddedtothebeautifulreality,
becomeaflickerinthedarkshadows.

Opentheeyesandearsofyourfolks,ceasethehoaxes.

News!issuchadoublefacedcreation,
Falsenewsbegetsdestructionwhiletruenewsbegetsredemption.

So,ceasethelies,ceasethedefamation
Ifnotforyourselfthendoitforyournation.
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
JOANACHINWOGOLA MALAWI

Whydoesyourmindfail
Forthatfraudulentcall

Whydoyourlipsspread
Thatwhichwillspread

Reputationthat’sspoiled
Aren’tyourhandsexhausted?

Ofreactingtothefaulted

Itcomesnewlyandattractsinterest
Itstridesthroughalltestswithoutprotest

Morebeingsgulpinitwithoutprotest
Morelipsreplicateitatanalarmingquest

Knowingnotthefruititwillbeartotherest
Relegatingthatitwillonlyexhaleoppositeofbest

Cautiouslybrainstorm onnewinformationbeforeforging
Rushnotintotwistinganyreport
Foryouknownotwhatitpurport

Themoretwistandspreadonthat
Thegreaterthewrathitwillreciprocate

FAKE
BY:JIBRILBABANGIDA NIGERIA

Idon'thavefriends,
Ihavefamily,

Friendsare‘FAKE’,
Familiesare‘REAL’

Iwasmisledbythe‘FAKES’.
Iwasguidedbythe‘REALS’

IfyoushareunverifiedinformationYOUAREFAKE

IfyouShareAuthenticinformationYOUAREREAL

Ifyouwanttolikeme,likemebecauseIAM REAL

Ifyouwanttohateme,hatemebecauseIAM NOTFAKElikeyou.
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Rumorhasit
BY:OGBONNA-EZESAMUEL NIGERIA

Rumorhasit,
thatMamaAbikewasresponsible
forthedeathofherhusband,Jimi,

whohadmadeplansforasecondwife.
Shewasawitch,andjealousyhad

heightenedherlustforblood.

Rumorhasit,
thatChiefZacharygreasedelbowsandpalms,

andsilencedlipsasheaspired
forthepostonthecouncil.

Rumorhasit,
thatthewestwindbringsrain

alongwiththesmellofcorruption
from thePresidentialvilla,whichserved

asadenofhungrywolves,
stealingfrom thepoortofeedtheirstomachs.

Lastly,rumorhasit,
thatassurelyasthesunsets

inthewest,ifwecouldcarefully
sievetheinformationwepassacross,

anddon'tsolelyblamethepressforourmisdeeds,
thespreadoffakenewswillbecurtailed.

FAKENEWS
BY:HEMAMALININ M.A. INDIA

FakeNewsWorldsThreateningPower
Threateningveilsthatbringsdisaster.

Itisanembodimentofunknowndanger.
Itleadstothesparklingfire.

Itenthrallsoursoulwithunboundnoise.

TheNaturemotherofsurvivingsouls
Criesinadangerwithunrevealednews.

Itenrichestheworstwithmoreandmost,
Upholdingunknownfeartomind.

Mindbecomesembodimentofevil.
Thepeacehasnoplacetosave,

Logicalbecomesillogical,
Illustrationsbecomesunreasoning.
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Letusalljoinourhands,
Togethernesstoeradicate

Unreasoningnews,
Moretobloom withlogicalfactors

Withfresheningknowledgetoacquire,
EradicateFakeNews.

NOCHORUSOFLAMENTION
BY:PEARSONLEMANI MALAWI

Beinginacageofcacophonyfor
Manyyears,

Cradleofquininestillmeandersin
DesertofAshes,

Stirringupasoupofpropagandaandcontraceptive
Toembalm amidnightDove.

Asirenofchangeescortedbysimple
SandalsofMoses,

Turnedtofurnaceofdragonteeth,
WhocanStandwithyourChamaeleon

SalivaManifesto?
Rustleofleavesarenovice.

Religiouskickbathedwithimpregnable
Acid,

Makingparchmentfacetogrowold,
Beautythatneverfades

Insilvercupwillfade.
Windofregimethatbleachskirtoftruth

Atalonelypeak,
Willmakedryeye'stodance,

Kneesofavirginknockingeachforbeing
Recessive,

Whileherlegssoakedinthescentofjungle 
Venom ,

Sweepingarmsovertheredsoil,
MakingDovetosingsoftly,

Nochorusoflamentationtoharvestlife
Likestandingstalksofgrain.
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ACTOFSELF-DECEIT
BY:DR.ASHOKCHAKRAVARTHYTHOLANA INDIA

Misleadingnews,misguidingnews
Oftenrevolutionizethepublicviews;

Likethemind,thehumannature
Intoever-newillusions,oftenventure.

‘Fake’itselfisaword,fullofdeceit
Thatmaybeprovisionallypleasant;
Whatthatundetectablyfollowslater
Mayeventarnishabrightestfuture.

Aficklethoughtgivessuddenbirth
Unaware,itcloudswisdom withloathe,
Thenandthereeruptsthestorm ofevil
Foraspeckofjoy,invitingvasttrouble.

Underthedustandrubbleofignominy
Onewouldloselife’sdelights,somany,

Whatwesow–sowereap!Isitnot?
Fakenews,isitnotanactofself-deceit.

Unlessweclipthewingsofthisdanger
Trustbetweenhumans,itmayendanger.

FAKENEWS
BY:DRPRAGYASUMAN INDIA

Myoceanisliquidpearlyone
Inkwellsisbrimminginblue,

Myfakefuellingpen
Spillsin blackhue,

Toomuchforpapers,eyesandeardrum
Concoctionis played

Inthetinyturretofnib
Undertowofelasticeddies

Truthismoldedinnow
Tawdrytalksareintentacles

Throughthewholeworld
Pearlthatpouredoutofnimbus
Haslostinthefrontpageflash,

Asreinisinthefouler'shand
Stallionsarespringinginthemagicwand!
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FAKENEWSEVERYWHERE
BY:ESTHERF.UBI NIGERIA

Informationspreadslikewildfire
Aprokowillspreadwithoutconfirmation

Amebogocarrythem further
Whenheadlinesdon'tmatchstoriesattached

Whereareweheading?

Whensloppyjournalism istheorderoftheday
Andmisleadingtitlesallaround

Whatisthefateofthemass?
Whothenistobetrusted?

Howwillthehumanbebailed?

It'stimetorevealfakenewsforwhatitis
Forit'seffectsisunfathomable

Foritspreadswithinablink
Itisathreattotherealityofinformationtobedispersed

Rememberifwestandfornothing
Wewillfallforeverything.

FREEDOM PERSECUTED
BY:DOINAȘERBAN ROMANIA

Onethingleadtotheother
AndIrefusetotaketheorders

Thinkingitwastheirusualnews
Fakenewsastheyusuallyspit

Alas,Iwaswrong
Freedom persecuted

Asifitisthelastsunset
Andmankindiswaiting,

Thecrownistobeblamed,damndisease.

Whatkeepsyoudrenchedinhousesandhospitals.
Twilightbleedsthearchedvaultpiercedinthedarkcoast

Setboundariescuttingabittemporarily
From our persecutedfreedom

Wesuddenlybecomealiens
Withmasks,glovesandoxygenatthegates

Appearingtobethemidnightghosts
Hauntingthedesertedstreets
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Thegatecreaksinsaddenedcemeteries
Thegravesweepabandoned

Thecoffinsnolongerreachthepit
Andthecrematorium isaplaceofdesertion.

Idon'tringthebellslikelusedto
Hunginbrasstounges

But,whoknows,maybeuntilthefall
Churcheswillwakeuptoserve.

Therearecommemorationofthecorner,
Peoplelooksadlybytheirwindows
Erase,ohmyGod,sadnightmares,

Ortheywillscatterusinacloudof smoke.

Today,Ihavelearntalesson
Identificationofsourcesbecomesnecessary

SoIcouldtaketherightorder
Toavoidsimilardisorder

FABRICATIONOFCANDOURNEWS
DR.PREETHAC INDIA

Imitationandmockupnewsinvariety,
Itisthefashionandneedoftoday’ssociety;

Takingactualsituationanddata,peopleeradicateaccuracy,
Togivescandalousnewsspiritedwithhypocrisy,

Themobtoday,isneverbotheredaboutexactness,
Rathercarriedawaybytheexcitingfictiousness,

Itisverysadtoseetheveracityfadingaway,
Byshiftinganddriftingcorrectnesstohoaxtoday,

Peoplearesobusyservingsocietyfakefactsveryzestful,
Forgettingthattheyarespreadingnegativityandbeingdeceitful.

Individualsshouldlearntoexpresstheirpointofviewwithhonesty,
Bringingouttheirframeofmindwithverityandpositivity,

Learningtodoawaywithfalsehoodfactsthroughsincerity,
Understandingthatitisourprimeduty,togivedetailswithclarity.
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BIRDSOFAFEATHER
BY:LUQMANALAWODE NIGERIA

Comeletusreasontogether
Inthislifewehavetobeclever

Ifnotwewillregretforever

Likebirdsofafeather
Let’sflocktogether

Perhapswecangrowtogether
Inwisdom orwedierunninghelter-skelter

Ignoranceisadisease
Atoolofdeceit

Inthehandofbourgeoisie
Thatspreadnewsoffallacy

Comeletusallreasontogether
Weareasbamboozledasever
Unlesswechoosetobeclever

Wewillcontinueasever.
GILGAMESHBIRD
BY:PROF:MOHAMMADNURULHUDA BANGLADESH

Nothingisuntrue,
Nonewsorview,

Ifyousayitfrom thewisdom
Ofyourbirthanddeath;

Nothingistrue
Ifyousayitfrom thefabrics

Ofyourkinglybreath
Manufacturingtheoutfit
Ofanemperor-dictator,

Commandingtheothers.

Osistersandbrothers,
Let’splungeunder-world

Andwingspace-world
IntheguiseofGilgameshbird,
Combatingthekillertothelast;

Defeatinganyfakevirus,
Naturalormanufactured,
Upholdingthetriumphof

Everybladeofintrepidgrass
Ofourmotherearth
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THEWARFORFAKENEWS
DR.BRAJESHKUMARGUPTA“MEWADEV” INDIA

Mostofthenewshastrueresources
Butsomenewsarefakenews

Whatisthereasonforit?
Butintheend,it'sstillsolonely

Somejournalistsworkonlyformoney
Thesmartmoney'sonleavingtown
Andsomeforonlytruejournalism

Iwanttohear,whatyouthinkIwanttobe
Iwishyouinmylifewouldcometrue

Let'sendtheconfusion
Iam againstfakenews

Abouttheuniverseoutside
Peopledoingcrazystuff

Propaganda
Disinformation

SloppyJournalism
MisleadingHeadings

BiasedorSlantednews
Andotherrelatedtopics

Sothereawaragainstfakenews
Iwillseeknowledgeablefacts

Iwakeupforwinningasopposites.

POST-TRUTHERA 
BIPLABMAJEE INDIA 

Wehaveenteredinto apost-truthera.
Ourtimeandmarketencircledus

likeaMerryGoRound.
Wearenotinapositiontounderstand

Whatistruthandwhatisfake

Inthemarketofglobalization.
Evenlovebecomescommodity

IntheBig-bazarandShoppingMall.
Emotionsmattermorethanfacts.

Fakenewsmattermorethantruenews.
Unstructuredexchangeofmessagesinsocialmedia

Andtelevisionarecreating
Fakeinformationeveryday.

Evenstatesmenandpoliticians
Areusingunchallengedfalsehood
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Towinoverpeople'sheart.
Fakenewseverywherelikecoronavirus!

Graduallyweareenteringintoaworldofhyper-reality.
Sofarweareinapuzzle

Howcanwefightanewclandestinetechnologies
Andbig-datawhichisshakeningtheveryfoundation

ofdemocracyineverycountry.

IFIHADKNOWN
ABUBAKARTERKIMBISAIDU NIGERIA

Happilyandjoyfully,
Butblindly,

Istartedthespread,
Thespreadofthenews

Likeawildfire
Duringtheharmattanseason;

Spreading,spreadingandspreading.
Spreadingitallthenooksandcrannies

OfmyvillageAgeravillage,
OfourDictatorbeingdead!

Bettingwithmylifepreciouslife.
Butatlast,lo!
Theopposite!
FAKENEWS!

Socialmedia!Socialmedia!
Lookatwhatyou’vedone!

Mylifepreciouslife,
Willitbespread?

Beforethespreadingandthebetting,
Iwould’vefoundout.

IfIhadknown…

THESCRIBE
TOBIASBURGHARDT GERMANY

InAncientBabylon,theword
&itsshadowinitiallyvertical,

head&lips:thepictogram,
thescribecarveditwithreed

&woodenpeninmalleableclay
ornotcheditinsilver&stone,

inBaghdad,itbecameasword,
thatmarkstheboundaryoftheedge

betweentruthandfake,
ashenowdrewinaleftwardmotion.
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MASK
BY:DR.RAM SHARMA  INDIA

Itlooks,
ifearfrom thecracksofmask,

thereshouldǹtcomemyanimality,
nowiam intension,

nowiwillcometomyreality

LIFE-SAGA
BYDR.RAM SHARMA INDIA  

Lifèsmagic,
themoreyoudip,themoreitbecomesdeep,

youaretheprotectoranditsselector,
whythereisnorayofhope?

thepastwhichpassed,
taketheteachingsfrom it,

sorrowsandhappinessgotogether,
lifeisabedofthorns,

butdoǹtchangeyourhumanity,
doǹtlooseheart,
workisworship.

FAKENEWSPANDEMIC
BY:DANIELMILTZ
USA

{FreeVerse}
There'sanendtimescoming

Tothesefabrications
Simplytuneintothetruemeanings

Openandreadyyourmindquick
Lifeiswhattranscends

Whilemakingplanstoamend
Thefestivalofuntruthcommunications

Disposeoftheexaggeratedlores
Theabhor,andthetormentwars

It'senergyforyoutoexcusealotof
Whileagreatopportunitytoriseabove

Informationofinterestshortof
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THEFAKETIME
BY:ANWERGHANI IRAQ

TheFakeTime
Ilivewithouttime

NotbecauseIam agypsything
Butthetruthisthatmytimeisfake

Imeanveryfake.
Yes,Iam thesonofthefaketime

Fulloffakemorning
Fakeevenings

Fakedays
Andfakenights

Mybreath,whichenumeratesthefalsemoments
Doesnotcomeoutofmychest

Itjustplaysasastrangebird
Andthetwilightthathavelongdreamedof

Thevehicleofloveandnostalgiaisnotarealcolor
Butjustafakebrowntale

Icantellyouallfakepromises
Fakejustificationsandviolations

Inthenameoffaketitles

Icantellyouofinjustice
Basedonfalsejustice

BecauseIam thesonofthefalsetime
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THESPEAROFFALSEHOOD
BY:ERIKANMIPETER NIGERIA

Enough!!!Youspearoffalsehood!,
Thatpiercedthroughmanypersonalitiestilltheyturnedtatteredwear,

Manyimageswereduplicatedbyyourunrealsymbolism likeateddybear;
Nowonder!,you'retheprimogenitoroffalsificationandduplication.

You'reamirrorthatseemsrealbutjustamerereflection,
Yourshiningexteriorwelcomesmanymoreintoyourinteriorpaintedofdeception

Thosewhobargein,meetyoulaughingonyourseatofsillyexaggeration!.
Nowtheworldathandhasbuiltyouanempirethroughwebsitesynchronization,

Whichmakesyoukillfasterthanrifflewithdataconnection
Youuglybeautifulinformation!

Yourspreadlikeapandemiciswhatwehavevowedtocurtail,
Bydidacticawarenessandmassivepublicitycall

Tobecautiousofyoursneakynaturethatcausesgall,
Whichalsomisleadspeopleintheirbeliefstilltheyfall.

Ourboxesoforientationwouldbestationedateverystreet,
Withawallposterofthequote"Confirmationcomesbeforebelieving;noteverynews

isreal"ineverywhereonaplainsheet.
Eventhebillboardsinmegacitieswouldspeakagainstyourstupidwit,

Tillthewholehumanityiswellorientedofyourprettyshit!.

Wewouldraiseanarmytoimpeachyoulikeacoupd'etat,
Wemeantheinvincibleonethatfightswithnetworkattach,

Andthevincibleoneofaprofessionalbodytodefendyourattack.
Becauseyou'reascorrosiveaspungentchemicalsthatreact.

HowLongWillyouKeepinfluencinguswithyourownfeelingscalledpropaganda
Asifwehavenopersonalplansandagenda.

Notonlyyouwedetestbutincludingyoursloppyjournalism,
Whichwillbefoughtbackbylegalmediacriticism.
Kudostoit!,itdidalots,yourmisleadingheading,

Butsorry!hereisthetimeforitsbrutalending!.
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PSEUDONEWS
BY:UTHMANBALOGUN NIGERIA

Onaregularbasis,itdoes...
Destroyedmanylivesandstilldoes.

Mixingthetruewiththeuntrue.
Vividlyredbutadifferentstorytothemasses.

Presentingredasifthoughredwasblue.

Givingfalsehope,creatingdepression.
Bothembeddedinitscomplexnature.

Irealise,onfurtherreflection,
anhoaxisfarmoredangerous

thanasword,fullywielded.

Sotrueitis,thepopularsaying
thepenbeingmightierthanthesword

Inonestride,changingmillionsoflives.
Ofthat,it'smorethancapable

Atamoment,theswordcanonlytakesomelives.

Pseudonewsjustisnojoke.
Fortheperpetratorsofthisdoesawait

ofpayback,manyastroke.
Anagentofdestructionittrulyis

Injunknews'spread;brethren,don'tassist.
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FICTITIOUSREPORTS
BY:AFOLABIKEHINDEHASSAN - NIGERIA

Wordstravelfast,
Fasterthanafreighttrain,

Itgoestheextent,
Theconveyercannot,

Intheshortestoftime.

Ourworldisrevolving,
Wordsgivenlifeto,

Canreachcornersoftheworld,
Justlikethewhisperofthebreeze.

Withinatwinkleofaneye.

Technologydevelopseveryday,
Scientistsworktomakelifeeasy,

Whilemanyhumansarealsoatwork,
withthemotive,tocreatedistress

Spreadingfakenewsamongpeople.

Theeffect,manyalifeislost,
Wealthsandfundsmisspent,

Time,effortsandenergieswasted;
Wasted,likeasermonforthedead.

Courtesyofthefictitiousreports.

Blamesfallonthevirtuousmen,
Laudedarethepatheticones,

Humanintelligence,unconsciouslyabused,
cloudedarethejudgementspassed.

Allorchestratedbythismisinformation.

It'stimewewakeupfrom ourslumber,
Wagewaragainsttheperpetrators,
Soundingfalsealarm inourworld,

Foistingunwarrantedpanic,
Misleadingpeople,deprivingthem ofthetruth.

Let'suniteinthismovement,
Takethefighttotheperpetrators,

Threattheyare,toourrights,
Formisinformationistricky,

Andinnocentpeopletendtobuyit.

Onthegovernmentwecalled,
Helpusinthisfightforjustice,

Leteveryonebecautious,
Toputthiscriminalacttobed,

Weallhaveaparttoplay.
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FAKENEWS
BY:FATAIISMAILOMOBOLAJI - NIGERIA

Haveyouseenanythingthatspreadfastermorethanavirus
Somethingthatwilltravelwithoutanaircraftandroam roundAsia

TothebeautifulcitiesaroundEuropeinawhiff
AndsurgethehighbordersofNorthandSouthAmericainoneclick

AndvisitthepoorAfricatofeast
JustinasolodayitwillpaddleroundAntarcticaandAustraliabrinefullofpeople

HaveInotwarnyouit’sspreadmorethaninfections!
Iteatman’sbrainwithturmoilofhighmagnitude

Ithasnoscientificdrugsbecauseyouarethecureyourself
WhatIwarnyouaboutisFakeNews

Itellyounobodycouldrecollectwhenitwasborn
Butitreincarnateduringthecontemporaryepoch

Itwascreatedbypeopleforyouandi
Itistheevidenceofeverythingawfulaboutinformation

FakeNewsnotsolelymislead
Butalsoravagecredibility

Itellyouconsiderthesourceandyoucontrolthespread
Iinform youreadbeyondandyouattackthespreadwithfreshknowledge

Iadviseyoucheckthecredibilityoftheauthorandexaminecauseforreasons
Iwarnyoucheckforsupportingsourceandyoucureyourselffrom FAKENEW

FAKENEWS

BY:DR-HANAFUOZIAL-ZEIN - SYRIA

Love=peace..Westart(withlove)...
Whenweutterthissupremeword

Thatwasgrantedfrom GodAlmightyand
Singleditoutforhumanbeings

Fortheexistenceofreasons
Andsomepeopledonotwanttolookintoit

Forsocialreasonsoftheirown
Andherewesaywithgreatregret

Mydearfriends,let'sputonehandbyhand
Inordertocompletethisbeautifulword

Andadornitwithanotherword
Thatishersisterinlife..
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Peace..Yes,peace...
Whichismentionedinalltheheavenlybooks

andmentionedtimeandtimeagain
Andsenttousthroughallthemessengerspeacebeuponthem
Whenitispronouncedbysomesocietiesthatclaim peace..!!,.
Theytradetheallegedpeaceregardlessofhowtheytrade!!!?..

Pleaseletussharethisdifficulttask,whichislovepeace..
Loveandpeace
Withourwords

Andshunfakenews
Forinreality,itnegatesworldpeace

amongthepeopleoftheworld
Yes,Itisoneofthemostdifficulttasksthatweadvocate

Wepeaceadvocatesshouldexplainittoeveryone
Throughthishypotheticalcommunication...

Butthiscanonlybedonewithyourhelp.,
Oneofyouwillaskme

Howisthis..???
Theanswerwouldbethatyouloveeachother

Firstthroughthesamefamily
Thenwewalkalittleoutsideourhomesand

Getclosertotheneighborswhoarealreadymembersofthesamefamily
Regardlessofreligion,colororrace..

nototerrorism….No...toextremism ...
Inallitsforms...

Yesforloveandpeaceamongallpeoples..
Greetingstoyournobleperson

Ohyepeacelovers
Desistfrom fakenews

It'sconsequenceisneverpeacebutviolent
Itkillsfasterthanarrows

Peace!Let'sliveinpeaceandshunfakenews
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AKILLER
LUQMANALAWODE NIGERIA

Iknowakiller
Heusesnogunnorswordbutwords

Iknowakiller
Ihavemethim manytimesinmylife
Hekilledmanybrainwithouttraces

Manytimesheescapewithoutcases

Iknowakiller
Somanytimeshecomescloser

Eveninmydream andduringtheday
Buthepicksracewithoutdelay

Yeah!Inthefaceoftruth
Iknowakiller

Hekillswithnogunnorswordbutwords

Fakenews,thekillerIhaveknowninawhile
Whoareyou?Akillerorasaver

Fakenewsisakillerthathastobestopped
Amenacethathastobecurbed

Investigativejournalism hasgonedownthedrain
Yellowjournalism istheorderoftheday

Iknowakiller
Whokillswithnogunnorswordbutwords

Iknowakiller
Socialmediaishisabode

Twistingwordsandshootingthem likearrow
Copyandpasteishisaccomplice

Fakenews
Akillerwithoutgunnorswordbutwords
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FAKENEWS
BY:ALIAL-SHALAH   IRAQ

OhGod,
thisfreedom iselusive.

Mybodystaresintothefuture
andmysoullivesinthepast.

Thisfreedom iselusive,
Iam breathinganairofmadness,

theinhalationisthelivingandexhalationisthedead.
Thievesarestealingthehorizonfrom divinewords.

Idragthehorizoninthisdesert
behindmetoreturnittoitssacredverse,

thenItrytotiethetwobankswithmytears.

OhGod,
loveequalsfraud,

thewomanIloveisthewomanIbetray.
OhGod,

wemustsupporttheuprisingofdictionaries:
theProphetshavedeparted,

therearenomoremessengersaftertoday
GodremainsanonlyOne,

sotherabbis,sheikhsandpriests,
howdidtheybecomeGods?

Notasinneraftertoday,
theyareallGods.

OhGod.
Howwillwemendthis?
Policeliveinlanguages,

shootingtheirgunsatthepresent-tenseverbs,
theybuildtheircampsinthegenitive.

OhGod,
howdowebuildapoem withoutthefreedom oflanguage?

Mylanguageisaprisondreamingofanotherprison.
AQuestionsthen:

whywouldtheminaretcalltoprayer
iftheearsaredeaf?

OhGod
OhGod
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WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS
EMMANUELDOUGLASMULOMOLE MALAWI

Let'slovethetruthandhatethelyingtongues
Whenwetrulyweenthatthetruthneverdies
Asaweaponofsurelyobliteratingfakenews
Hasfullofmisinformationtothepublicviews

Spreadingthefakenewsisnotamassivedeal
Butcallingforlouderalarm ofmassiveaffornt
Withourwarringactionswouldbegreatlyideal
Nofakenewsbecausewe'regoingtoconfront

Letusdoacampaignasabrilliantawareness
Forsettingawaragainstthenewsoffalseness
Retaintheinternetwithagenuineinformation

Andbuildatruelinkforaccessinginformation.

Togetherwecangreatlywaragainstfakenews
Andgleam theworldwithatrue&goodnews

FAKENEWS
BELLOBAYO NIGERIA

Fakenews
I'veseenvictims

Unconsciouslysharinglies,violatingtheethics
Unknowinglylikenedtobandits.

Fakenews
Spreadsinhumanthoughtslikemorningdew

Neverweretheyreal
Buteasytobelieve

Likewordssaidbyapreacherbehindthepew.

Fakenews
Sentouttotheworldtobollix

Makesthemediagomadboiling.

Fakenews
Adeception

Whatitcreates,afalseimpression.
It'saftermathbringsdelusion.

Fakenews
FALSEAPPEARINGREAL.
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MIRAGE
MUSATOYEEB NIGERIA
©~SLogistic~

Newsisperishablenotlikefooditems
Newsislifenotlikehumanlife

Newsfliesthousandsmilesnotlikeflies
Newshaswingsnotlikebird'swings

Likefood,societyfeedsonhotnews
Likelife,newsistheheartofthesociety

Likeflies,newspenetrateseveryangleofthesociety
Thewingsofnewsissocialmedia.

Socialmedia;amarketplaceforidea,
amarketplacetowinpeople'strust,

amechanism forsellingidea,
amedium formisinformationandpropaganda.

Themarkethadattractedmanyoportunists
Manyhandlershavegoneonpromotinghoaxnews.

bloggersdocopyandpaste
Lettingtheinformationgoviral—theyallareontopromotingtheirpage

Leavingconsumersvulnerable.

Newshastobefactual,
Isnotatailstories.

Newshastobeaccurate,
Isnotfictitiousstories.

Newshastobedependable,
Isnotatoolstopromoteblogs.

Newshastobeobjective
Itdoesnotbackbite,defameandlie.
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SECTIONIII
INTERVIEW
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EXTENSIVENOTEOFINTERVIEWEES'OPINION ON THE
EFFECTOFFAKENEWS

Havingcompletedaseriesofinterviewspainstakinglyontheperception,effects,spread
anderadicationoffakenews,theWarAgainstFakeNews'sMediaTeam unveilthe
grieved hearts ofseveralconventionaland socialmedia users which have been
poisonedagainstthegenuinessofnewsgenerallybybrilliantrumourspredominantly.
Theirperceptionoffakenewsseemsuncontroversialasitisstated,thatfakenewsis
merelyunauthenticinformationspreadjusttogainfollowersandmultitudinousviews
onsocialmedia.However,apieceofobjectiveadviceisrenderedinrespectof,wayto
eradicatethespreadoffakenews,that;thecybercrimedepartmentshouldbedutifully
obligedtoblockingtheaccountsandpagesofthesepeoplewhoindulgeinsuch
activities,thatis,spreading offake news.Thus,these patriotic citizens thereby
admonishothersocialmediausersbeconsciousandcautiousofanynewsextracted
whetherbeinggenuinebeforedissemination.AllopinedbytheintervieweesinIndia.
Extensively,theinterviewsfurtherdisclosetheperceptionofmanyasocialmediauser
towardstheeffectsoffakenewsnationwide.
Manyinterviewedseefakenewsasnewinformationofinterestthatpromptsrecipients
into impetuousactionsofregretfuloutcomes.Ignorance,Personalwishsatisfaction
andPublicinterestinnewsbroadcastingarethebasicfactorsstatedtohaveinstigated
thespread offakenews.Meanwhile,prosecution isto serveasthesanction on
whosoeverspreadsfakenews.
Toforestallingthespreadoffakenewsoutright,afewgeniusideasarehighlightedby
theinterviewees;effectivesensitizationandwatchdogs,verificationofnewsifgenuine
before dissemination,Inconsiderate prosecution ofthe fake news carriers and
conventionalandsocialmediaorientation.Hence,thegovernmentisaswellbeseeched
fortransparencywiththepublicsoastomitigatetheseverityoffakenewsinunison.As
opinedbytheintervieweesinNigeria.

ERIKANMIPETER



WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS COMPILEDBY LUQMANALAWODE

Page93of93

ANINTERVIEW WITHMR.SAMUELV.R.,PROJECTENGINEER(CRYSTALLINK
EXIMPORT,CHENNAI)-HISOPINIONONFAKENEWS

DR.PREETHA:GoodafternoonSamuel,Iam Dr.Preetha.Cfrom India,theinitiatorof
“WarAgainstFakeNews”.Myteam isconductingaresearchontheeffectoffakenews
anditsspreadespeciallyonsocialmedia.InthisregardcanIhaveabriefinterviewwith
you?

SamuelV.R.:GoodNoonMa’am,I’m SamuelV.R.from Chennai.Certainlyyou
canmam

DR.PREETHA:Happytohaveashorttalkwithyou.Iwillliketoaskyouafewquestions
inrelationtothis.CanIgoahead?

SamuelV.R.:Ofcourse,Ma’am,Iwouldliketotakepartinit.
DR.PREETHA:Areyouasocialmediauser,whatisyourfavoritesocialmediaplatform?

SamuelV.R.:Yes,I’m a socialmedia user.Iuse WhatsApp,Facebook&
Instagram.
DR.PREETHA:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

SamuelV.R.:IwouldsayfivehoursadayandsometimeswhenIam free,Imight
belittlelongertoo.

DR.PREETHA:That’s nice Samuel.Whatis yourmajornews source? Is itthe
conventionalmediaorsocialmedia?

SamuelV.R.:IdowatchnewsonTelevisionsoIprefertelevisionfornews.
DR.PREETHA:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

SamuelV.R.:Yes,throughWhatsAppIhavebeenfooledbyrumors.
DR.PREETHA:Canyouthinkofprobablyanynewsthatyoureadonlinethinkingitwas
genuineonlytodiscoverlaterthatitwasnotreal?

SamuelV.R.:Yes,duringChennaifloods,wegottoomanyfakenewswhich
causedasenseofpanicamongthecityandrightnow,duringthispandemic
COVID-19,weareexperiencingthesame.Nothingchangedfrom thepastyears
aboutthisfakenews.

DR.PREETHA:Oh,yesevenIdoexperiencethesame.
DR.PREETHA:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyoudo,do
younormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanotherperson's
page?

SamuelV.R.:NoMa’am.Iactuallystoppedtrustingonanynewsorinformation
whichIreceivethroughsocialnetworksunlessit’s100% authenticfrom avery
trustedsource.

DR.PREETHA:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
Well,Ithinkfakenewsarenotauthenticandthey(rumormongers)justdothis
simplytocausepanicamongpeopleorusetheserumorsasaclickbaittogain
views.

DR.PREETHA:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom ofspeech?
SamuelV.R.:Yes,Iagreetothat.SinceIndiaisaDemocraticcountry,few
irresponsible people indulge in spreading unauthentic information and gain
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throughit.Theyshouldstopmisusingthefreedom ofspeech.
DR.PREETHA:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethespreadof
fakenews?

SamuelV.R.:Ipersonallyfeelthatthecybercrimedepartmentshouldhandlethis
personallyand blocktheaccounts& pagesofpeoplewho indulgeinsuch
activities.Andweasindividualsshouldalsoberesponsiblebynotspreading
newswereceiveonsocialmediaassuch,insteadwehavetocheckwhetheritis
authenticornotandafterthatonly,wemustshareit.

DR.PREETHA:CanwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyonWar
AgainstFakeNews?

SamuelV.R.:Yes,IwouldfeelthatIhavedonemyparttoeradicatesuchchaos
infuture.
DR.PREETHA:Lastbutnottheleastwhatadvicescanyougivetosocialmediausers?

SamuelV.R.:Socialmediaisapowerfulmedium throughwhichwecanmake
anythingpossible,let’susethisasamedium todopositivethings,ratherthan
usingitinanegativewayandcausechaosandpanictothesociety.

MR.ADEGBENGAADEJOORIN,AMEDICALANDFREELANCEINVESTIGATIVE
JOURNALISTSHARESHISTHOUGHTSONFAKENEWSDURINGANINTERVEW

SESSIONWITHTHEMEDIATEAM OF“WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS”

LUQMANALAWODE:Gooddaysir,Iam LuqmanAlawodefrom Nigeria,theinitiatorof
“WaragainstFakeNews”.CanImeetyou?

AdejoorinAdegbenga:I'm Mr.AdejoorinAdegbenga,amedicalPractitionerinIle-
Ife
LUQMANALAWODE:Thankyou,sir.Areyouasocialmediauser,whatisyourfavourite
socialmediaplatform?

AdejoorinAdegbenga:Yessir.IuseFacebook,WhatsAppandTwitter.
LUQMANALAWODE:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

Adejoorin Adegbenga:Iequallydo freelance investigative journalism,which
enablesmeanalysetofiltermynews.So,Idon'tdependonaparticularsourceor
stereotypicmeans

LUQMANALAWODE:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline?
LUQMANALAWODE:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage?

AdejoorinAdegbenga:IfilterlikeIsaidandcheckhow correctandgenuineit
couldbe.Makecomparisonwithothersourcesbeforebeingratified.

LUQMANALAWODE:Thisisanindicationthatyouarewellinformedsir
AdejoorinAdegbenga:Yes,IdosharenewsalotbutIensureitsconfirmedandif
itisunconfirmed,Imention.However,ifit'scopied,Iindicatethattooandensure
thesourceisquotedinordertoavoidplagiarism.

LUQMANALAWODE:Sir,asafreelanceinvestigativejournalist,canyoutelluswhyyou
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thinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
AdejoorinAdegbenga:Itisusuallydoneonthreereasons:
1Ignorance
2.Tosuitone'spersonalwishand,
3.Togivepeoplewhattheywishtohear.

LUQMANALAWODE:Thisisbrilliantsir,asanexperiencedperson,sir;doyouthinkthat
spreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom ofspeech?

AdejoorinAdegbenga:Itisnotanabuse;wealljustneedtogooutofourwayto
educatesocialmediausersonplagiarism anditsconsequences.Especiallywhen
foundtobeslanderousandagainstsomeone'simage,orharmfultothepeaceof
thecountryiflaterfounduntrue.JustlikeinthecaseofAdeloyeSaheedarrested
recentlybytheOsunStateGovt

LUQMAN ALAWODE:Thankyou,inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedoneto
eradicatethespreadoffakenews?

AdejoorinAdegbenga:Adequatesensitizationandcyberwatchdogscanforestall
andreducethespreadoffakenews.Eradication???It'snotimpossible,atthe
sametimeitcanbesignificantlycurbedtothebarestminimum.

LUQMANALAWODE:Doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthespread?
AdejoorinAdegbenga:Fakenewsiseverywhereintheworld.Eitheryouareright
orwrong,somethingwillbesaidagainstyou.I'm avocalcriticofinjustice.Many
peoplewillwanttospeakinfavoroftheirpoliticalpaymastersattheexpenseof
thewelfarism ofthemasses.So,it'snotintheplaceofthegovernmentbutit'sall
aboutyouandme.

LUQMANALAWODE:Sir,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

AdejoorinAdegbenga:Jailterm isimminent.Confirm from yoursourcebefore
posting.
LUQMANALAWODE:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon“War
againstFakeNews”?

AdejoorinAdegbenga:Sure.Nohassles
LUQMANALAWODE:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview

ANINTERVIEW WITHMs.J.H.HEMARUBA,PhD.,RESEARCHSCHOLARINENGLISH
ONHEROPINIONONFAKENEWS

DR.PREETHA:GoodafternoonHema,Iam Dr.Preethafrom India,theinitiatorof“War
againstFakeNews”.Myteam isconductingaresearchontheeffectoffakenewsand
itsspreadespeciallyonsocialmedia.InthisregardcanIhaveabriefinterviewwithyou?

J.H.HemaRuba:PleasantdayMa’am,I’m J.H.HemaRuba,PhD.,Research
Scholarfrom Salem.

DR.PREETHA:Happytohaveashorttalkwithyou.Iwillliketoaskyoufewquestionsin
relationtothis.CanIgoahead?

J.H.HemaRuba:Ofcourse,Ma’am,it’smypleasuretotakepart.
DR.PREETHA:Areyouasocialmediauser,whatisyourfavouritesocialmediaplatform?
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J.H.Hema Ruba:Yes,I’m an ardentsocialmedia user.Iuse WhatsApp,
Facebook,Instagram,Twitter&I’m aYouTuberaswell!

DR.PREETHA:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?
J.H.HemaRuba:Iwouldsay4to5hoursadayandsometimeswhenIam free,I
mightbealittlelongertoo.

DR.PREETHA:That’sniceHema.Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventional
mediaorsocialmedia?

J.H.HemaRuba:IdowatchnewsonTelevision.ButsinceIspendmoretimeon
Socialmedia,Iwouldsayit’sSocialMedia.

DR.PREETHA:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
J.H.HemaRuba:Yes,mostofthetimes!Duringmyinitialstagesofusingsocial

media.
DR.PREETHA:Canyouthinkofprobablyanynewsthatyoureadonlinethinkingitwas
genuineonlytodiscoverlaterthatitwasnotreal?

J.H.HemaRuba:Yes,latelythesepandemicrumorsareconfusinganditkindof
givesunnecessarystresstoo!

DR.PREETHA:Oh,yesevenIdoexperiencethesame.
DR.PREETHA:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyoudo,do
younormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanotherperson's
page?

J.H.Hema Ruba:No Ma’am.Iactuallystopped trusting on anynews or
informationwhichIreceivethroughsocialnetworksunlessit’s100% authentic
from averytrustedsource.

DR.PREETHA:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
J.H.HemaRuba:Well,Ithinkfakenewsismerelyunauthenticinformationwhich
isspreadjusttogainfollowers/earnthroughsocialmedia.

DR.PREETHA:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom ofspeech?
J.H.HemaRuba:Yes,Iagreethat.SinceIndiaisaDemocraticcountry,few
irresponsiblepeopleindulgeinspreadingunauthenticinformation&gainthrough
it.It’shightime;theyshouldstopmisusingthefreedom ofspeech.

DR.PREETHA:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethespreadof
fakenews?

J.H.HemaRuba:Ipersonallyfeelthatthecybercrimedepartmentshouldhandle
thispersonallyandblocktheaccounts&pagesofpeoplewhoindulgeinsuch
activities.And,on the otherhand normalpeople who receives antsuch
unauthenticnews/informationshouldstoppassingittoothersunlessthey’re
sureofit.

DR.PREETHA:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon“War
againstFakeNews”?

J.H.HemaRuba:Yes,IwouldfeelthatIhavedonemyparttoeradicatesuch
incidentsinfuture.

DR.PREETHA:Lastbutnottheleastwhatadvicescanyougivesocialmediausers?
Socialmediaisonepowerfulplatform forpeopleirrespectiveoftheirage.We,as
a usershould alwaysindulge in making the platform betterforourfuture
generationstoo.IfusedinarightwaythenSocialMediaisawonderweapon
againstmanyanti-socialactivities.And,it’sadutyofeverycitizenofournationto
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serveourfreedom ofspeech&bythatmakethesocietyabetterplacetoour
youngergeneration!

ANINTERVIEW WITHDR.SARAVANAN,GENERALPHYSICIANONHISOPINIONON
FAKENEWS

DR.PREETHA:Goodafternoonsir,Iam Dr.Preethafrom India,theinitiatorof“War
againstFakeNews”.Myteam isconductingaresearchontheeffectoffakenewsand
itsspreadespeciallyonsocialmedia.InthisregardcanIhaveabriefinterviewwithyou?

Dr.Saravanan:Goodday,mynameisDr.Saravanan,from Karur.
DR.PREETHA:Happytohaveashorttalkwithyou.Iwillliketoaskyouafewquestions
inrelationtothis.CanIgoahead?

Dr.Saravanan:Ofcourse,youcan.
DR.PREETHA:Areyouasocialmediauser,whatisyourfavouritesocialmediaplatform?

Dr.Saravanan:Yes,Ido.IuseWhatsApp,FacebookandTwitter.
DR.PREETHA:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

Dr.Saravanan:Let'ssay3to4hoursadayandsometimeswhenIam free,I
mightbealittlelonger.IfIhavetoomuchofwork,thetimeIspendonFacebook
andTwitterwillbeless.ButWhatsApp,Iuseregularlyforcommunication.

DR.PREETHA:That’sniceSir.Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventional
mediaorsocialmedia?

Dr.Saravanan:IdowatchnewsonTV.ButSocialmediadominates.
DR.PREETHA:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

Dr.Saravanan:Yes,sometimes.
DR.PREETHA:Canyouthinkofprobablyanynewsthatyoureadonlinethinkingitwas
genuineonlytodiscoverlaterthat,itwasnotreal?

Dr.Saravanan:Yes,oflateduetolockdownwedogetalotofrumors,thatthe
lockdownwillcometoanend,everythingwillbecomenormaletc.Butthingsare
nottrue.

DR.PREETHA:Oh,yesevenIdoexperiencethesame.
DR.PREETHA:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyoudo,do
younormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanotherperson's
page?

Dr.Saravanan:Yes,IdoreadandsometimeswhenIfindnewsthatisaboutfund
raisingforsomegoodcauseIdocopyandpaste.ButcertaintimesIdidhavemy
friendsreplyingmeinformingmethatitisfake.

DR.PREETHA:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
Dr.Saravanan:Well,Ithinkfakenewsiscreatedbyonegroupofpeoplewho
makeuseofourignoranceandpropagatethefakenewsinsuchawaythatit
seemstobetruetomostofus.

DR.PREETHA:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom ofspeech?
Dr.Saravanan:Yes.True,sinceIndiaisaDemocraticcountryallsharetheirviews
whichlatergetmanipulatedtofakenews.

DR.PREETHA:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethespreadof
fakenews?
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Dr.Saravanan:Toshareonlynewsthatcomesfrom agenuinesource.
Readnewsclearlyandcorrectlyandalsoshouldknow todifferentiatebetween
goodnewsandfakenews.

DR.PREETHA:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon“War
againstFakeNews”?

Dr.Saravanan:Yes,youcan
DR.PREETHA:Lastbutnottheleast,whatadvicescanyousharewiththesocialmedia
users?

Dr.Saravanan:Socialmediaisawonderfulplatform foreveryone.Weshould
alwaystrytotakethebestoutofit.
Educateeveryoneaboutthehazardsoffakenews.Everycitizenshouldrealise
thattheyhavetheirownparttoplaytomakethisworldabetterplacetolivein.

INTERVIEW REPORTWITHMISSFADAHUNSIOLUWASEUN

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:GooddayMa.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouMa?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Iam FadahunsiOluwaseun.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauser(pause).Whatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Yes,Iam.Myfavoritesocialmediaplatform isFacebook.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Atleast6hoursaday.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Socialmedia.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Ma?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Sometime,Ifeellikecanthisnewsberealanditpainsme
alotwhennewspostedarenottrue.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
FadahunsiOluwaseun:Yesoooo,countlesstime.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpasting,onanother
person'spage.

FadahunsiOluwaseun:NotreallybutifIwantto,Iusedtoconfirm from anybodyI
knowthathasknowledgeaboutwhatthenewsisallaboutbeforepostingit,and
ifIhavenobodywhoknowssomethingaboutthenews,Iwouldnottopostsuch
ooo

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?
FadahunsiOluwaseun:Yesandnobecausesometimes,whenIseeanews,I
knowitisfakeandalsoanothertime,Imightnotrecognizebecauseitdepends
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onhow,whereandwhopostedthenews.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Maybe,tohavemorecomment,togetnoticed.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Ithinkthereshouldbepenaltyforthosewhocarryfake
news*
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Yes,Ithinkso.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Yes,itdoes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Yes,Ido butIdon'treallybelievetheirinformation.
Sometimestheinformationisnotreal,andifthemessageisevenreal,theyuse
toaddmoretoit.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Firstly,thereshouldbepunishmentforthosewhocarry
fakenewsallaround*.
Secondly,peopleshouldtrytofindoutabouttheauthenticityofanynewsthat
comestheirwaybeforere-postingittoanyplatform*.
Peopleshouldbecarefulofwhattheywanttopostbecauseinformationis

power*.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Thereareroleswhichgovernmenthastoplay
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Myadviceisthatthereshouldbecheckupinwhatand
whatpeoplearedoingandwhatthey'reposting.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”

FadahunsiOluwaseun:Ifyouliketopublishit,youcangoahead.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterviewwereallyappreciatethetime
given.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHBARR.(MISS)OPEYEMIAWOYEMI

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:GooddayMa,Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.,amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:CanImeetyouMa?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Iam AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?
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AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Yes,myfavouriteplatform isTwitter.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Can’tsayspecifically,butaleast8hoursoutof12hours
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Socialmediaismymajornewssource.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:HowdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonlineMa?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:IfIreadsomethingonline,Imostlywaitfor24hrstosay
anythingonit,becauseitcanturnouttobefalseexceptit’sabreakingnews*.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Yes.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:No,Idon’tshareanynewsonline.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Tosomeextent,Ican.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:To generatetrafficto theirsite,andto taintother
people’scharacter.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Ifeelitisnotniceespeciallyifit’stocreatepanic.No
oneshouldgothroughthefeelingthatcomeswithpeoplespreadingfakenews
aboutthem.AndIthinkwhoeverspreadsfakenewsshouldbeprosecuted.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Yes,itdoes.Fakenewstravelsfasterthantheoriginal
newsitself.Itcanout-them inbadpictures.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?
AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Yes,_Gossips._AndIhardlyreact.ThatiswhyIt’s
calledgossips.Justreadandslide.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Startprosecutingthecarriersandshuttingthem down.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthaveroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Yes,thereshouldbealawthatwillbetakenseriouslyto
thateffect.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Don’tbelieveeverythingyouseeonline.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”

AwoyemiOpeyemiEsq.:Sure.
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AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
givenMa.Godblessyou.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHEVANG.AKINWUMIIDOWU

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:GooddaySir.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouMa?

AkinwumiIdowu:I'm AkinwumiIdowu.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

AkinwumiIdowu:Yes,WhatsAppprecisely.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

AkinwumiIdowu:Like4hoursorthereabout.Both,oncethedataison,definitely
notificationwillcomeinwhichtheheadingmightinterestsomeoneinchecking
through.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:HowdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonlineSir?
AkinwumiIdowu:Though,many sources give news which may eitherbe
confirmedornot,IdomostlylistentoAudiomeansofcommunicationforproper
broadcast,Beforebelievingsuchnews*.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
AkinwumiIdowu:Thoughmanyattimes,newswillbebroadcasted,believingits
true,untilwewillbehearingagainthatit'sfakenews.Thoughthat'spartofthe
lapsesofourmasscommunicationagencies.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage,Sir?

AkinwumiIdowu:Idon'tsharenews,butifneedbe,itwouldhavebeenconfirmed
from differentsourcesbeforesharing.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?
AkinwumiIdowu:Attimes,it'snotmostlyknown

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
AkinwumiIdowu:Can'treallyascertainbutprobablybecausetheydon'talso
confirm ifit'sfakeortrue*.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
AkinwumiIdowu:Fakenewshasthoughsometimesreasontositandthink
beforereaction,butitdoescausesgreatharm,likemanynegativeactionsmight
havebeentakenbeforelaterconfirmingitisfakenews

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

AkinwumiIdowu:Hopefully,yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

AkinwumiIdowu:Yes,itdoesinseveralwayslikeIearliersaid,theoutcomeof
fakenewsattimesmightprobablyhavegoneoutofhandbeforetherealtrue
couldbeconfirmed.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?
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AkinwumiIdowu:No.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

AkinwumiIdowu:Ithinkthebestwaytodothatisprobablythroughmonitoringof
socialmedia.That'sifpossible,anyway.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthaveroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

AkinwumiIdowu:Sure,ifeveryoneiswellandproperlyorientated,therewon'tbe
needtospreadanynewswithoutconfirmingit.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Sir,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

AkinwumiIdowu:Myadviceis(social)mediausersshouldconfirm newsbefore
spreading.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”

AkinwumiIdowu:That's nota problem;hopefully itbrings a waragainst
spreadingfakenews.Remainblessed.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Sir.

INTERVIEW REPORTWITHMROJEBODEIFEJAH

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:GooddaySir,Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.,amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouSir?

OjebodeIfejah:Iam OjebodeIfejahAkinsanmi,aQuantitySurveyor.ANigerian
residesinSouthKorea

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

OjebodeIfejah:Yes,I’m asocialmediauser,andbecauseofmyloveforbreaking
news,IcansaymyfavouriteisTwitter.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?
OjebodeIfejah:Probably2hours,dependingonhowbusyIam.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Whatisyourmajornewssource?Isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

OjebodeIfejah:It’sthesocialmedia.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Sir?

OjebodeIfejah:Yea,Iknow thatthere’sahightendencythatthenewsmayor
maynotbereal,somosttimes,Idon’tputa100%beliefinit,unlessIgetthe
samenewsfrom 2or3othernewsplatforms.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
OjebodeIfejah:Yes,alotoftimes.
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AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage?

OjebodeIfejah:IsharethenewstosomefriendsIthinkwillbehighlyinterested
inthetopicofthenews.IusuallymakesureIreaditbeforesharingthelink,andI
trytotellthepersonhow sureIam aboutit,Itellhim orherthesourceofthe
news,andthatheorsheshouldmakesomeverificationsonitbeforespreading
toothers.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Canyourecognizefakeorgenuinenews?
OjebodeIfejah:Notimmediately,butbythetimeIreadfeedbacksorcomments
underthenewsheadline,I’llknowifit’sfakeorgenuine.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
OjebodeIfejah:Somedoittocallattentiontothemselves.
Somedoittodefameotherpeopleordestroytheirgoodname*.
Othersdoitdeliberatelyduetotheirincompetenceasajournalist,andfailureto
establishagoodsourcefortheirnews.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
OjebodeIfejah:Iteventuallyspoilsthegoodnameofboththecreatorsandthe
spreaders.It’ssomethingthatneedstobedoneawaywith,ifwewanttomake
remarkableprogressintermsofJournalism inourcountry.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

OjebodeIfejah:Yes,itis.Whileweareinasocietythatgrantsusfreedom of
speech,itisessentialforustomakesurethatwearesureofnewsbefore
spreadingit.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?
OjebodeIfejah:Ithinkithas. Becausemostfakenewsusuallybringsdown
whatevereffortsthegovernmentmaybeputtinginplacetomakethingsgowell,
andthepeopletendtolosehopeofhavingabetter,andwellgovernedsociety.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?
OjebodeIfejah:Yea,Ireadfrom blogs,andIreactbycheckingthecomments
undertheposttoreallyknowhowothersfeelaboutit,andithelpstoalsoknowif
thenewsistrueornot.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

OjebodeIfejah:Ithinkthespreadoffakenewscanbecurtailedbythesocial
mediaappdevelopers,theyshouldhaveawayofverifyingnewspostedby
bloggers,probablyalogoinfrontofaverifiednews,andnologoinfrontofan
unverifiednews,onlythenwillpeoplebeabletoidentifywhattowholeheartedly
believeorwhatnottobelieve.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Doyouthinkgovernmenthaveroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

OjebodeIfejah:Ithinktheycancurbit,byprobablysigninganew billintolaw,
whichforbidsthepostingofunverifiednewsonanysocialmediaplatform,and
theoffenceshouldbepunishable.
Ofcourse,Iknow Nigerians,wearesodisobedient,andmosttimes,people
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prefertodotheoppositeofwhateverthelawsays.Butthegovernmentneedsto
takequickaction,beforeitbringsdowntheentireinformationsectorofour
economy.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Sir,whatadvisecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

OjebodeIfejah:Iadvisethateveryoneshouldmakeitapointofduty,toalways
confirm anynewsbeforespreadingit.Ifthepersonpostingit,hasrefusedto
confirm it,wecandotheconfirmationfrom ourend,andmakesurethatifit’snot
true,itdoesn’tstarttrending.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon“War
againstFakeNews”

OjebodeIfejah:Yes,sure.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Sir.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHAREVANDMEDICALDOCTOR
(NAMEWITHELD)

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:daySir.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouSir?

Interviewee:Iam …………….aMedicalDoctorandaPastor.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

Interviewee:Yes,WhatsAppandFacebook.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeverydaySir?

Interviewee:Average1-2hours.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmediaSir?

Interviewee:Socialmedia.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:HowdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonlineSir?

Interviewee:Itakethem withapinchofsalt,giveittimeformoreconfirmation
beforeconcluding.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

Interviewee:Ijustdon'tallowmyselftobefooled.Checkmypreviousanswer.I
giveittime.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage?

Interviewee:Standardpractice,Idon'tshareinformation.Ihaveconsidereditmy
worknottodothat.TheonlythingIstartedsharingoflateise-copyofanational
daily.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?
Interviewee:Itmaybedifficultbutnotimpossibletorecognize.Likeyesterday,I
readNewsofthedemiseofoneoftheforemostpoliticiansinNigeria.Iknew
immediatelythatitwasfakenews.ButIstilltoldmyselfIwillgiveittime.It
happenstobefakenews.
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AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
Interviewee:Peoplespreadfakenewsfordifferentreasons:
Somebloggersliketoattracttraffictotheirblogsandindividualsliketobethe
firsttosharebreakingnewsderivesomepleasuresandfulfilmentfortheiregos.
Somemayjustbemischievous,wantingtocausepanicortrouble.Somemay
justwishtoseewhatthereactionsofpeoplewillbetothefakenews.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
Interviewee:Fakenewsisbad,evil,misleadinganddangerous.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

Interviewee:Yes,anditisaninfringementontherightofothers.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

Interviewee:Yes,sure.Itisapoisontothesocialenvironment.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?

Interviewee:Rarely.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

Interviewee:Masseducationandpublicenlightenment.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthaveroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

Interviewee:Governmentshould be involved in educating people aboutthe
dangeroffakenews.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Sir,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

Interviewee:Theyshouldknowthatfakenewsisbadanddangeroustoeveryone.
Theyshouldnotspreadfakenewstoattracttraffictotheirblogs,itiscorruption.
Thepeopleshouldbepatientandnotrushtohittheshareoptionforanynews
untiltheyhaveverifiedthroughconventionalplatforms.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”?

Interviewee:Yes.BUTDON'TPUTMYNAME,PLEASE.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview,wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Sir.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHMISSADEBISIADEOLA

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:GooddayMa.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyou,Ma?

AdebisiAdeola:Iam AdebisiAdeola
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

AdebisiAdeola:Yes,WhatsApp.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

AdebisiAdeola:Approximately,3to4hours.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
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socialmedia?
AdebisiAdeola:Socialmedia.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Ma?
AdebisiAdeola:Reasononitanddiscusswithfriendsifdinformationreadand

decisiontakengood
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

AdebisiAdeola:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage?

AdebisiAdeola:Yes,Idocrosscheckbeforesharing.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

AdebisiAdeola:Somenewsisadequatelyformedwhicharefakebut,whenthere
isproperreasoning,onewillrealizeitwasfake

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
AdebisiAdeola:Some,tograsppeople'sattention,sometoteasepeoplewhile
somejustfeellikecatchingfun

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
AdebisiAdeola:Itleadsonetothewrongpathandhinderonefrom working
towardsmeans,throughwhichsolutioncouldbereached.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

AdebisiAdeola:Itis.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

AdebisiAdeola:Ithasnegativeeffectonpeoplethanongovernment.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?

AdebisiAdeola:Yes,Ido.Someinformationonblogsarerealwhilesomearenot
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe

spreadoffakenews?
AdebisiAdeola:We should be mindfulofthe information we disseminate
because,whenthisisdealtwithwithinus,itwillalsoreflectatthegovernment
level.Thatis,whenwegettothegovernmentlevelasrepresentative,thiswill
enhancesmoothrunningandresultintobettermentofsuchsociety.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthavearoletoplayinreducingthe
spreadoffakenews?

AdebisiAdeola:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

AdebisiAdeola:Wheneverwerealizethenewsathandisnotreal,weshould
prove such information wrong.Also,we should realize the FACT and not
buttressingwhatiswrong,toavoidbuildingonit.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”?

AdebisiAdeola:Yes,Sir.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Ma.
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ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHMISSOLUREMIEYITAYO

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Gooddayma,Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouMa?

EyitayoOluremi:Iam EyitayoOluremi.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

EyitayoOluremi:Yes,Iam asocialmediauser&IloveWhatsApp,Facebook*.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

EyitayoOluremi:Atleast2hoursatinterval.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

EyitayoOluremi:Socialmedia.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Ma?

EyitayoOluremi:Onewillhavedifferentreactionstodifferentnews,myreaction
isreceptive.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
EyitayoOluremi:No.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage,Ma?

EyitayoOluremi:Isharetrueandimpactfulmessage.Though,Imakesurethe
newsisaccurate

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?
EyitayoOluremi:Yes.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
EyitayoOluremi:Theydobecauseoffearandsomeoutoflowself-esteem.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
EyitayoOluremi:It’swronganditisasocialvice.Anti-socialreformationis
neededbecauseinformationispower.Wronginformationisdeadly.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

EyitayoOluremi:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

Eyitayo Oluremi:Yes.Misdirection on people and misrepresentation on
government
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?

EyitayoOluremi:Idon'treadblog.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

EyitayoOluremi:Fakenewscan'tbestopped,butmakingeffortstoascertaintrue
newswillthespreadoffakenews.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthespread
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offakenews?
EyitayoOluremi:Yes,throughcorrectandaccuratedisseminationofcorrect

news.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

EyitayoOluremi:Socialmediausershouldalwaysaccreditandverifytruenews
andalwaysdisqualifyfakenew,thoughmanyusersfindpleasureinit.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”?

EyitayoOluremi:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview,wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Ma*.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHMROYENIYIDAMILARE(aJournalist)

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:GooddaySir.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouMa?

DamilareOyeniyi:I'm DamilareOyeniyi.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

DamilareOyeniyi:Yes,Facebook.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

DamilareOyeniyi:4hours.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssourceisittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

DamilareOyeniyi:Socialmedia.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Sir?

DamilareOyeniyi:Asatrainedjournalistmyself,IsearchtheheadlineonGoogle
andseeifthenewsisoncrediblesites.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
DamilareOyeniyi:Yes,Severaltimes.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage,Sir?

DamilareOyeniyi:Yes,Idoshare.AndIdocrosscheckbeforesharing.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

DamilareOyeniyi:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:WhydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenewsSir?

DamilareOyeniyi:Illiteracyandeagernesstobethefirsttobreaknews.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?

DamilareOyeniyi:ItneedstobecontrolledbuthowiswhatIdon'tknow.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

DamilareOyeniyi:No.
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AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?
DamilareOyeniyi:Yes.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?
DamilareOyeniyi:Yes,Ireadblogs.Butuncertainabouttheirnews.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

DamilareOyeniyi:ProperEducation.
Literacy.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

DamilareOyeniyi:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Sir,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

DamilareOyeniyi:Theyshouldlearntoonlytrustnewsfrom credibleandreliable
sourcesandplatforms*.
Thecredibilityoftheplatform ismoreimportantthanthenews*.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”?

DamilareOyeniyi:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Sir.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHMISSAFOLABIFOLASADE

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:GooddayMa.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.,amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyou,Ma?

AfolabiFolasade:Iam AfolabiFolasadeAyanfebyname.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

AfolabiFolasade:Yes.MyfavouritesocialmediaplatformsareFacebookand
Instagram.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

AfolabiFolasade:to8hoursperday.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

AfolabiFolasade:Both.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Ma?

AfolabiFolasade:Alwaysmakedeepresearchofnews*.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

AfolabiFolasade:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spageSir?

AfolabiFolasade:Yes.
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AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhenitisfakeorgenuine?
AfolabiFolasade:Yes.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
AfolabiFolasade:Becausetheydon'tdigdeeponwhattheyhearandwhatthey

see.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?

AfolabiFolasade:It’sreallybad,anditisbecausepeopledon'ttaketheirtimedo
makefindings*.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

AfolabiFolasade:No.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

AfolabiFolasade:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?

AfolabiFolasade:Idon'treadfrom blog.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

AfolabiFolasade:Givingfulldetailofallthatishappening.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

AfolabiFolasade:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

AfolabiFolasade:Theyshouldalwaysmakefindingsbeforeposinganything.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”?

AfolabiFolasade:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview,wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Ma.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHMISSOMOLETOBILOBA

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:GooddayMa.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.,amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyou,Ma?

OmoleTobiloba:I’m OmoleTobilobaIfemide.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauser.&whatisyourfavouritesocialmedia
platform?

OmoleTobiloba:Yes,Iam.Mysocialmediaplatform isWhatsApp.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?
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OmoleTobiloba:15hoursoutof24hours.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

OmoleTobiloba:Socialmedia.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Ma?

OmoleTobiloba:Itdependsonthetypeofnewsandtheinformationit'spassing
across.IacceptandmakeuseofthepositiveonesandIignorethenegative
ones.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
OmoleTobiloba:Notatall.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage?

OmoleTobiloba:Yes,IdoshareinfoandIcrosscheckbeforesending.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

OmoleTobiloba:Yes,Ican.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?

OmoleTobiloba:Tohavefame.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?

OmoleTobiloba:Fakenewscangototheextentofdestroyingsomepeople'slife,
makesomepeoplecommitsuicideandit'salsocapableofincreasingpeople's
bloodpressure.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

OmoleTobiloba:Yes,itis.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

OmoleTobiloba:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?

OmoleTobiloba:No,Idon'treadfrom blogs.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

OmoleTobiloba:Warningmadebeforespreadingoffakenews....forinstance,
thosepeoplethatusedtosendmessageandaskpeopletoresendto10people
shouldbeseriouslywarnedbeforepassingsuchnews(fake).

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

OmoleTobiloba:Yes.Theyhave.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

OmoleTobiloba:Peopleshouldbeseriouslywarnedi.e.theremustbelaiddown
rulesaboutspreadingoffakenewsandwhosoeverviolatestheruleshouldbe
punished.He/shemustfacetheconsequence.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”?

OmoleTobiloba:Ofcourse,yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
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given,Ma.

INTERVIEW REPORTWITHPASTORSEUNADEANGEL

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Gooddaysir,Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouSir?

SeunAdeAngel:Iam SeunAdeAngel.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

SeunAdeAngel:Yes,WhatsApp.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

SeunAdeAngel:2/3hoursperday.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

SeunAdeAngel:SocialMedia.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Sir?

Seun AdeAngel:Newsonlineattimesmakesmecrazybecauseofsome
atrocities.Theyarealwaysfulloflies.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

SeunAdeAngel:Never.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage?

SeunAdeAngel:Ican't,andwillneverdo.Copyandpasteisnotinmyblood.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

SeunAdeAngel:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?

SeunAdeAngel:Becauseoftheirmentality.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?

SeunAdeAngel:Itisdangeroustoourhealth.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

SeunAdeAngel:YES.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

Seun Ade Angel:Seriously,affecting ourcommunity noton people and
governmentalone.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?

SeunAdeAngel:Sometimes,butnowIam not.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

SeunAdeAngel:It'snoteasytoeradicatethespreadoffakenews.Simply
becausethegovernmentisfakeandliestopeopleeveryday.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?



WARAGAINSTFAKENEWS COMPILEDBY LUQMANALAWODE

Page113of113

SeunAdeAngel:Hmm…,Government!Well,withGodallthingsarepossible.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Sir,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

SeunAdeAngel:Theonlyadviceforthem istostopspreadingfakenews,and
access,Imeancrosschecknewsbeforesendingittosocialmedia.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Sir,canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews"?

SeunAdeAngel:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Sir.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHAJIBOYEADEKANMIAYO

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:GooddaySir.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouSir?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:I'm AJIBOYEAdekanmi.AresidentofIleIfe,OsunState.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Yes.Telegram ismyfavourite.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Atleast,18hours.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Both.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Sir?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Icheckmostoutlets’pages.OrmostnewspaperaccountI
followonTwitter.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:No.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage,Sir?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Idoshare,butthat'safterconfirming.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Yes,Ican.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?

Ajiboye Adekanmi:Sometimes,it's to make the populace panic ortarnish
people'simage.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Itisapublicmenacethatshouldbecurbed.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:No.It'sanexpressionoffreedom ofspeech.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Yes,itdoes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?
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AjiboyeAdekanmi:Ido.Ijustsubjectthem toscrutinybecausemostofthese
bloggerslookforcheappopularity.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:It'stomonitoreverythingeveryonepostsonline.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmentshavearoletoplayinreducingthe
spreadoffakenews?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Yes.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Sir,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

Ajiboye Adekanmi:Everyone should take time to verify information before
sharingitwithothers.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
“WaragainstFakeNews”?

AjiboyeAdekanmi:Yes,youcan.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Sir.

ANINTERVIEW SESSIONWITHMR.AYANNIYIOPEMIPO(BIOLOGIST)

ERIKANMIPETER:Gooddaysir,Iam criticErikanmiPeter,amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyou,sir?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Thankyou.OpemipoAyanniyiismyname.
ERIKANMIPETER:Thanks,sir.Canyoupleasetellmeyourcountryofresidence?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Country?Okay,Nigeria.
ERIKANMIPETER:Areyouasocialmediauser,andwhatisyourfavouritesocialmedia
platform?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Yes,myfavouritesocialmediaplatform isFacebookand
WhatsApp.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okay,sir.Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Smiles.Sofar,Ihavedata,Iam alwaysonline,sir.
ERIKANMIPETER:Oh!So,youareacurrentsocialmediauser?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Yes,Sir.
ERIKANMIPETER:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Both,Sir.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okay,sir.Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Ifitisgoodnews,definitely,Iwillbehappyandifit’satragic
news,ofcourse,Iwillfeelsad.

ERIKANMIPETER:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
OpemipoAyanniyi:Fakenews?Likerumours?

ERIKANMIPETER:Exactly,thatsir.
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OpemipoAyanniyi:Ok,notatall.
ERIKANMIPETER:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyoudo,
doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanotherperson's
page?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Yes.ButIwillmakesureIfilterit,toknow ifthenewsis
comingfrom therightsource.

ERIKANMIPETER:Oh!It’sabrilliantattitudesir.
OpemipoAyanniyi:Yes,Sir.

ERIKANMIPETER:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?
OpemipoAyanniyi:Yes,realnewsmustbeatrendingoneinplacesforinstance,
thisCovid-19ofathing.Itisrealnews.Am Icommunicating,sir?

ERIKANMIPETER:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
OpemipoAyanniyi:Thetruthisittravelsfaster.

ERIKANMIPETER:Youmeanfakenewstravelsfasterthangenuineandrealone?
OpemipoAyanniyi:Yes,becausepeoplebelievemostlyinthingsthatarenotreal
inthefirstplace,forinstance,ifitispublishedthat,thegovernmentwillsend
moneyto allNigeriacitizenstomorrow.Trustme,thattypeofnewseasily
spreads,Sir.

ERIKANMIPETER:Whatisyourperceptiononfakenews?
OpemipoAyanniyi:Youmeanmyunderstandingonit.

ERIKANMIPETER:Yessir.
OpemipoAyanniyi:Fakenewsmeanssomethingwhichisnotgenuine,oris

presentedfraudulently.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okaysir.Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseof
freedom ofspeech?

OpemipoAyanniyi:Yes,freedom ofspeechisahumanright,butinasmuchwe
arehearingunrealthings,Ithinkthereisnoneedofspreadingit.Myview.

ERIKANMIPETER:Uhm!Okaysir.Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleand
government?

Iftherearenoanswersforotherquestions,wesaythankyouforgrantingthe
interviewdespiteyourtightschedule.

ANINTERVIEW SESSIONWITHMRS.AJIBOYEBOLUWATIFE

ERIKANMIPETER:Gooddayma,Iam criticErikanmiPeter,amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyou,ma?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:MynameisAjiboyeBoluwatife.
ERIKANMIPETER:Thankyou,ma.Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyour
favouritesocialmediaplatform?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Yes,Iam asocialmediauserandWhatsAppismyfavourite.
ERIKANMIPETER:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Well,Iam alwaysonlineduetothenatureofmyjob.Let'ssay
12hours.
ERIKANMIPETER:Oh!Whatactuallydoyoudo,ma?
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AjiboyeBoluwatife:Iam anonline/virtualtutorandafreelancewriter.
ERIKANMIPETER:Wow!Thisisgreat,ma.Whatisyourmajornewssource,isitthe
conventionalmediaorsocialmedia?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Conventionalmedia.
ERIKANMIPETER:Good.Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Idodoublechecktoconfirm thesourcefirstbeforetakingit
as news.As we allknow thatfake news is everywhere,especiallyin this
pandemicperiod.

ERIKANMIPETER:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
AjiboyeBoluwatife:Yes.

ERIKANMIPETER:Oh!Okay.Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonline
andifyoudo,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingon
anotherperson'spage?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Yes.
ERIKANMIPETER:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Yes,it'susuallyglaring.Youcantellfrom thecontentsat
times.
ERIKANMIPETER:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Hmm...Somedoitintentionallywhilesomeisjustdueto
misinformation.
ERIKANMIPETER:Whatisyourperceptiononfakenews?

Ajiboye Boluwatife:They're justspreading the fake news they gotoutof
ignorancewithoutverifying.Fakenewshasa destructiveeffectand shouldn'tbe
allowedatall.Peopleneedorientationonthedevastatingeffectoffakenewsespecially
inacriticalperiodlikethis.
ERIKANMIPETER:Good!Noted,Ma’am.Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsis
abuseoffreedom ofspeech?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Yes,itis.
ERIKANMIPETER:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Itshouldevenbeapunishableoffenceasitendangersother
people'slifeandinstillsfearinthem.

ERIKANMIPETER:Exactly!Thisperceptionisobjective,Ma’am.
AjiboyeBoluwatife:Yes,itdoesalot.

ERIKANMIPETER:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Actually,Idon'tknowbecausefakenewsisveryrampant.
ERIKANMIPETER:Andlastly,doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthe
spreadoffakenews?

AjiboyeBoluwatife:Yes,theyareoneofthesensitiveagentstoreducethespread
offakenews.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okayma,thanks forgranting the interview despite yourtight
schedule.
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ANINTERVIEW SESSIONWITHMR.OLATUNDETEMITAYO

ERIKANMIPETER:Good daysir,Iam ErikanmiPeter,a memberofmedia team
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyousir?

TemitayoOlatunde:Iam TemitayoOlatunde.
ERIKANMIPETER:Thankyou,Sir.Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavourite
socialmediaplatform?

TemitayoOlatunde:Yes,WhatsApp.
ERIKANMIPETER:Really?!ButIthinkitshouldbemorethanmereWhatsAppbecause
thelasttimeIchecked,Idiscoveredyoubeingasteadyblogger,Sir?So,isitWhatsApp,
Sir?

TemitayoOlatunde:Yes.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okay,Sir.Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

TemitayoOlatunde:Itdependsonmyschedule.
ERIKANMIPETER:Whichmeansifyouarenothavingabusyschedule,youcouldstay
onlinefor24hours(Awholeday)?

TemitayoOlatunde:Recently,Ilog-ininthemorningandgoofflineatleast12AM.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okay,Sir.Whatisyourmajornewssourceisittheconventional
mediaorsocialmedia?

TemitayoOlatunde:None.
ERIKANMIPETER:Alright,Sir.Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline?

TemitayoOlatunde:Myreactiondependsonthenews.
ERIKANMIPETER:Youmeanthenatureofthenew,Sir?

TemitayoOlatunde:Yes.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okay,Sir.Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

TemitayoOlatunde:No.
ERIKANMIPETER:Wow!Thatisgood,Sir.Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyou

receiveonlineandifyoudo,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingand
pastingonanotherperson'spage?

TemitayoOlatunde:Ionlypicknewsonrecognizedprofessionalmediaplatform,
ERIKANMIPETER:Oh!Okay.Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

Temitayo Olatunde:AslongasIam notpresentattheplacethesituation
happened,theonlywayformetorecognizewhetherthenewsisfakeorgenuine,
isthecredibilityofthepublisher.

ERIKANMIPETER:Okay,Sir.Whichmeansifthecredibilityofthepublisherisobscure
andindefinite,thenthenewsisfake,Sir?

TemitayoOlatunde:Eachmediahasitsowncredibility.Asajournalist,Iknow
howtorecognizecredibleones.

ERIKANMIPETER:Oh!Good,Sir.Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
TemitayoOlatunde:Somedonotknowtheyarespreadingfakenews.

ERIKANMIPETER:Good.Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
TemitayoOlatunde:Fakenewsiscapableofdamagingcharactersandcauses

war.
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ERIKANMIPETER:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

TemitayoOlatunde:No.It'samisplacementoffreedom ofspeech.
ERIKANMIPETER:Hmm…Inwhatsense,Sir?

TemitayoOlatunde:Thishappenswhenpeoplespreadfakenews.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okay,exactly,Sir.Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleand
government?

TemitayoOlatunde:Yes.Itcausesmisunderstandingbetweentherulersandthe
ruled.
ERIKANMIPETER:Okay,Sir.Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyouthatreacttoblogs?

TemitayoOlatunde:IreadheadlinesonblogsandverifythecontentsonE-
versionofNigeriannewspapers.

ERIKANMIPETER:Good,Sir.Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicate
thespreadoffakenews?

Temitayo Olatunde:Ihaveno ideabecausesocialmediaplaysvitalrolein
spreadingfakenews.

ERIKANMIPETER:Andlastly,doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthe
spreadoffakenews?

TemitayoOlatunde:Noideafornow.
ERIKANMIPETER:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterviewdespiteyourtightschedule,Sir.

ANINTERVIEW SESSIONWITHMRS.DUROJAIYEOLAIDE

LUQMANALAWODE:Gooddayma,Iam LuqmanAlawodefrom Nigeria,theinitiatorof
“WaragainstFakeNews”.CanImeetyou?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Goodday,mynameisDurojaiyeOlaide(Mrs)from Ibadan,
Nigeria.
LUQMANALAWODE:Youarewelcome,Ma’am.Myteam isconductingaresearchon
theeffectoffakenewsanditsspreadespeciallyonsocialmedia.Iwillliketoaskyou
fewquestionsinrelationtothis.CanIgoahead?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Ofcourse,youcan.
LUQMANALAWODE:Areyouasocialmediauser,whatisyourfavouritesocialmedia
platform?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Yes,Iam.IuseWhatsAppmostly.
LUQMANALAWODE:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Let'ssay2to3hoursonweekdaysand3to4hourson
weekendsandsometimes,itmaynotbeuptothat,italldependsonmyschedule.

LUQMAN ALAWODE:Good.Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventional
mediaorsocialmedia?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Socialmedia.
LUQMANALAWODE:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Hmmm,Ican'treallysay.Ican'tthinkofanyrightnow.
LUQMANALAWODE:Canyouthinkofprobablyanynewsthatyoureadonlinethinkingit
wasgenuineonlytodiscoverlaterthatitwasnotreal?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Ican'tthinkofanyrightnow.Let'sjustsayI'm notreallyanews
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freak.Igotmostnewsfrom myhusband.
LUQMANALAWODE:That'sagoodsource.

DurojaiyeOlaide:Icanonlyrememberseeingjobadvertsonlinethinkingitwas
genuine,sometimesIwouldhaveappliedforsomebeforeknowingitwasnot
real.

LUQMANALAWODE:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Idon'tdoallthiscopyandpastepeopledo.Imostlycopyand
pastedevotionals.

LUQMANALAWODE:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
DurojaiyeOlaide:Well,Ithinkfakenewsisunverifiedandnon-authenticnews.It's
normallygeneratedfrom anon-reliablesourceandtherebymisleadingpeople
concerningasituationoranissue.

LUQMANALAWODE:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

DurojaiyeOlaide:InNigeriaoftoday,it'snot;it’salwaysafreeworld.
LUQMANALAWODE:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Byorientatingpeopletoalwaysverifynewsbeforesharing.
Knowingtherealsourcewherethenewsiscomingfrom.
Peopleshouldnotalwaysbeinahurrytocopyandpastenews.

LUQMANALAWODE:Canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon“War
againstFakeNews”?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Yes,youcan.
LUQMAN ALAWODE:Onalastnote,Ma’am,whatadvicecanyougivesocialmedia
users?

DurojaiyeOlaide:Socialmediausersshoulduseitwiselyandforgoodpurposes.
Notforflauntingoffakelifeandfakenews.Notforfraudaswell.Andlastlynot
formisleadingpeople

LUQMANALAWODE:Thankyouforgrantingthisinterview.

ANINTERVIEW REPORTWITHMISSADEDOYINMIRACLEJULIANAH

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Goodday,Ma.Iam AJILEYEOLAOYEM.amemberofmediateam
conductinginterviewontheeffectoffakenews.CanImeetyouMa?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:I'm AdedoyinMiracleJulianah.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Areyouasocialmediauserandwhatisyourfavouritesocial
mediaplatform?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Yes,Iam.ItisWhatsApp.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:2hours.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourmajornewssource,isittheconventionalmediaor
socialmedia?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Socialmedia.
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AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Howdoyouusuallyreacttonewsyoureadonline,Ma?
AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Noreaction.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
AdedoyinMiracleJ.:No.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoushareinformation(news)thatyoureceiveonlineandifyou
do,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbeforecopyingandpastingonanother
person'spage?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Idon'tshare.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Canyourecognizenewswhentheyarefakeorgenuine?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Onceit'sthroughsocialmedia,Idon'tcareifit'sgenuineor
fakebutIdonotregardsocialmedianewstobegenuine.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whydoyouthinkpeoplespreadfakenews?
AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Probablytheygetitfrom somewheretoo.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?
AdedoyinMiracleJ.:ThisisNigeriawhereeverybodyisacriminal,acountry
wheretherearenorules,acountry,wherebythetruthistermedlieandliesare
termedtrue.Nigeriaisacountrywherebyeverybodydoeswhatshe/helikes;our
leadersdon'tdowhattheypreach.So,thecarriersoffakenewsaredoingwhat
theylike.Idon'tblamethem.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom of
speech?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:InNigeria,itisnot.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkfakenewshaveeffectonpeopleandgovernment?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:ForpeopleitmaybutgovernmentIdon'tthinkso.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyoureadfrom blogsandhowdoyoureacttoblogs?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Idon'treadblogs.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethe
spreadoffakenews?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Ourgovernmentshouldbeopen/plaintoussopeoplewon't
begoingaboutwithfakenewsagain.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Doyouthinkgovernmenthasaroletoplayinreducingthespread
offakenews?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Theyarethemaincharacter.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausersonthespread
offakenews?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:Theyshouldtrytomakesuretoconfirm anynewsbefore
spreadingit.

AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Ma,canwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyon
*WaragainstFakeNews*?

AdedoyinMiracleJ.:It'safreeworld.Youhavemypermission,Sir.
AJILEYEOLAOYEM.:Thankyouforgrantingtheinterview.Wereallyappreciatethetime
given,Ma.
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ANINTERVIEW WITHMRS.A.SELVASIVAGAMIB.Sc.,MATHS(TEACHER),(St.
JOSEPH’SGIRLSHIGHERSECONDARYSCHOOL,SALEM-5)ONHEROPINIONON

FAKENEWS

DR.PREETHA:Goodafternoon,Mrs.Selvasivagami.Iam Dr.Preethafrom India,the
initiatorofWaragainstFakeNews.Myteam isconductingaresearchontheeffectof
fakenewsanditsspreadespeciallyonsocialmedia.InthisregardcanIhaveabrief
interviewwithyou?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:Pleasantdaymadam,I’m A.Selvasivagamifrom Salem.
DR.PREETHA:Happytohaveashorttalkwithyou.Iwillliketoaskyoufewquestions
inrelationtothis.CanIgoahead?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:Ofcourse,Ma’am,it’smypleasuretotakepart.
DR.PREETHA:Areyouasocialmediauser,whatisyourfavouritesocialmediaplatform?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:Yes,I’m asocialmediauser.IuseWhatsAppandFacebook.
DR.PREETHA:Onanaverage,howlongdoyoustayonlineeveryday?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:Iwouldsay2to4hoursadayandsometimeswhenIam
free,Imightbealittlelongertoo.

DR.PREETHA:That’sniceSelvasivagami.Whatisyourmajornewssource,isitthe
conventionalmediaorsocialmedia?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:IdowatchnewsonTelevisionbutIdoreadandwatchfrom
socialmedialike,YouTube,aswell.

DR.PREETHA:Haveyoueverbeenfooledbyfakenews?
Mrs.Selvasivagami:Yes,mostofthetimes!Duringmyinitialstagesofusing
Socialmedia.

DR.PREETHA:Canyouthinkofprobablyanynewsthatyoureadonlinethinkingitwas
genuineonlytodiscoverlaterthatitwasnotreal?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:Yes,IhaveadoubtinthedatashownabouttheCovid-19
andfeelallergyandpanicwhenthedataisbeingshown.

DR.PREETHA:Oh!Yes.IdoevenexperiencethesameDoyoushareinformation(news)
thatyoureceiveonlineandifyoudo,doyounormallycross-checkthenewsbefore
copyingandpastingonanotherperson'spage?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:No,I’m notinterestedinsharingsuchnewstomycontacts.
DR.PREETHA:Whatisyourperceptionoffakenews?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:Well,Ithinkfakenewshasbecomeavitalpartofsocial
media.Ijustneglectusually.Sometimesitirritates.Butwhattodo?

DR.PREETHA:Doyouthinkthatspreadingoffakenewsisabuseoffreedom ofspeech?
Mrs.Selvasivagami:Yes,Idoagree….Fakenewswillpollutethesocietyand
wastepeople’stime.

DR.PREETHA:Inyouropinion,whatdoyouthinkcanbedonetoeradicatethespreadof
fakenews?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:Ithinkthefakenewsuploadersshouldbefoundoutusing
cybercrimeandcouldbantheirIDs,etc.,

DR.PREETHA:CanwepublishyouropiniononlineinourglobalanthologyonWar
againstFakeNews?

Mrs.Selvasivagami:Yes,IwouldfeelthatIhavedonemyparttoeradicatesuch
incidentsinfuture.
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DR.PREETHA:Lastbutnottheleast,whatadvicecanyougivetosocialmediausers?
Mrs.Selvasivagami:Socialmediaisaplatform foreverycitizen.And,it’saduty
ofeverycitizenofournationtoaskthepeoplenottotakewhateverreador
receivedasitis100%.Weshouldnotourselvescreatetherumors.Wemay
becometheagentsoffakenewsifweneglectwithoutsocialresponsibility.


